Opening Remarks – Metabolic Conference, Schneider, January 2019
Hello and welcome,
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am honored to host the Israel Metabolic Conference at Schneider Children’s Medical Center here in Israel. The conference will focus on metabolic disorders in unique populations. 
In the present age, we are experiencing a reality that was hard to imagine before: a reality that includes significant global events in the field of metabolic disorders and in overlapping fields, as will be discussed over the course of the day. Among these events, we may note the introduction of genomic diagnostic technology, alongside the launch of a scanning program for newborns in Israel, which has been ongoing for the past ten years; it will lead to an increase in the diagnosis of metabolic disorders and, as a result, to an increase in this patient population.
Here, at this hospital as well, there have been innovations and advancements in these areas. The Metabolic Division at the hospital has recently been undergoing expansion and renewal with the addition of the metabolic laboratory as an important and integral component in the investigation, follow-up, and treatment of pediatric patients. The metabolic laboratory, now in its initial steps, will provide an answer to hospitals and physicians in the community in Israel – all this in light of the increase in the metabolic patient population. These developments will lead Schneider Children’s Medical Center into a medical future involving metabolic disorders under treatment, medical education, and research. For this and more, I would like to thank the hospital administration, and first and foremost, the hospital director, Prof. Peres, for promoting the subject of metabolic disorders and for helping us host this conference.
In this spirit, we will have a special session to mark the achievements of Prof. Avi Zeharia, Director of the Outpatient Clinic, as he approaches retirement after having been the veteran metabolist here at Schneider for many years. I first met Avi when I was an intern, and then later on when I was a young resident taking his first steps in the field of pediatrics. It was difficult to ignore his welcoming smile (and cheerful cynicism…). Throughout the years of my internship here, Avi played a central role in my development as a pediatrician. After a break of close to a decade, I was happy to be called upon to return and collaborate with Avi as a professional in the field of metabolism and to learn and enjoy both personal and professional aspects associated with the present professional stage. In the session dedicated to honoring Prof. Zeharia’s achievements, we will hear talks by him and his collaborators about his medical and research achievements, and about professional and experiential aspects of collaboration with Prof. Zeharia. Later in the day, we will listen to other fascinating lectures relating to the numerous unique populations that characterize the human-geographic make-up of Israel. 
As I mentioned, the conference will focus on metabolic disorders in unique populations. In this context, I have the honor of hosting a number of speakers from abroad.
The first is Professor Kevin Strauss. Prof. Strauss is the Medical Director of the Clinic for Special Children, which is affiliated with the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center and is located in the heart of a rural area where Amish and Mennonite communities live. As a contributor to the advancement and understanding of disorders in small, unique populations such as this, Prof. Strauss will tell us about some of the unique aspects of his role, both in the cultural context and in terms of the medical and research advancements that are possible because of it. 
I have the honor to host two physicians-scientists from Boston Children’s Hospital, Harvard School of Medicine, both of whom are my friends and past colleagues, and whom I had the pleasure of working alongside during my fellowship. 
The first is Prof. Harvey Levy, my mentor in the field of metabolic disorders. Harvey is one of the world giants in the field of phenylketonuria (PKU), and takes his place in a long line of figures such as Pauling, Bickel, Guthrie. As part of his many achievements in the field, Harvey was one of the early promotors of extended newborn screening in the United States, launched in the 1990's. Harvey will talk about the future therapeutic strategies in metabolic disorders, such as PKU and homocystinuria. I am also pleased to be hosting Prof. Wenn-Hann Tan, a dear colleague and friend, who is a leader in a number of subjects and pioneering studies. Wenn-Hann will speak about new findings in a study on genetic therapy of OTC deficiency, as a researcher and collaborator in a unique initial research study on this topic, conducted in the United States.
I would like to conclude by thanking the committee and the Metabolic Association for giving us their support and assistance. Finally, I want to thank all of you who have come here today. I hope you have an enriching, enjoyable time at the conference. 
