The Possibility of God Revealing Himself to Man According to Rashbam’s Commentary on the Pentateuch	Comment by Avraham Kallenbach: Perhaps: revealing his form (revelation can mean God speaking to someone without them seeing him; it is therefore, important I think to make clear that you are referring to God revealing his form to man)
[bookmark: _GoBack]In his commentary on the Pentateuch, Rashbam offers a systematic and comprehensive discussion about the possibility of God revealing himself to man.  In Rashbam’s opinion, it is possible for a person, at least theoretically, to see the God of Israel. However, this comes at the expense of one’s life.  Passages which seem to describe God revealing himself to mortals without resulting in the death of the observer are explained by Rashbam using four exegetical strategies: exceptions which are related to establishing a covenant; the revelation of an angel and not God Himself; context-specific solutions; or a blurry, indirect vision of God. I suggest that besides exegetical considerations, Rashbam’s special efforts to interpret verses describing God’s revelation to man, are part of a polemical response to Christian interpretations which sought to downplay divine revelations to the Children of Israel, instead focusing on the descent of the Son to the world—Jesus. 	Comment by Avraham Kallenbach: Perhaps: revealing his form to man	Comment by Avraham Kallenbach: Or: One who does so is condemned to die.  
