


The Israeli administration's policy of weakening the status of the Arabic language continues to this day and is reflected by the Nation Law, approved by the Knesset on July 19, 2018. The Nation Law means that Israel is the nation state of the Jewish people only. According to the principles of the Nation Law, the Arabic language is not considered an official language, but rather a language with special status. The Nation Law has sparked a bitter debate among the Arabs of Israel, because it makes no mention of Israel as a democratic state that gives equality to all of its citizens, in addition to the demotion of the status of the Arabic language and the definition of Hebrew as the language of the state. 
In 2006, the High Monitoring Committee for Arab Citizens of Israel, along with the National Committee for the Heads of Arab Local Authorities in Israel, published the document "The Future Vision of the Palestinian Arabs in Israel," which they called a first attempt of its kind to define the role and status of the Arabs in Israel. The document is in fact a vision of eliminating Israel as the nation state of the Jewish people, and calls for recognition of the Nakba, recognition of the Arabs of Israel as a national group, collective national rights for Arabs, and representation in the state symbols. The vast majority of Arabs of Israel think that the Nation Law completely undermines their official national position represented by the High Monitoring Committee. The status of the Arabic language in the Nation Law is a natural outcome of official policy over 70 years. The Arab politicians in Israel are sure that the purpose of the Nation Law is to “strip” the Arabs of their identity, their language and their culture. The Arab politicians in Israel wonder how the Israeli administration could ignore Arabic, the mother tongue of 20% of the citizens of the country If you want to make peace with your neighbors you cannot ignore their language. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The author Shawqiya Mansour strongly opposes the Nation Law and the demotion of the Arabic language. She views the Nation Law as an act of humiliation, and she expresses her resistance in her literary work precisely by incorporating Hebrew words into her Arabic. It is very likely that her intention in incorporating Hebrew words is unclear to some of her readers, because some readers will think it is a result of the influence of Hebrew on the Arabic language.






