
Israelis in Berlin a "Facebook community?"
There is a discussion in the relevant literature whether the Israelis in Berlin are part of the community, maybe they are a forming a new community (Strauber 2017) or maybe it is not a community at all (Beck 2014).
The characters that assemble the group called the Israelis in Berlin are quite diversified (Oz-Salzberger 2001). The question remains – Is there an Israelis community in Berlin?
The question what a community is, has been widely discussed in the literature. I believe that a similar place of origin is not enough in order to define a group of people, a community. Other common factors are needed.
According to the research's results I truly believe that the Israelis in Berlin cannot be looked upon as a community. Not only do they lack the common will to be defined as one, they intentionally keep a distance from one another as shown in figure 7.  Most of the Israelis in Berlin do not consider other Israelis their friends.
Figure 7 – The distribution of answers to the question “Are your friends in Berlin mostly Israelis”? (1 – Do not agree, 5 – Definitely agree)


Another evidence to the lack of Israelis socializing with one another can be found in L.G interview
“I try not to hang out with Israelis, they are all alike and remind me why I left Israel, we are noisy and loud people and I don’t like it, I prefer to meet local friends”
When comparing the drivers for immigration to the level of socialization of Israelis with one another, it is clear that those who immigrated out of economic reasons tend to socialize with Israelis in Berlin, while those who immigrated out of political-cultural reasons do not.







Figure no. 8 – The correlation between immigration drivers to the socialization of Israelis living in Berlin, with one another. (Positive means more connection)

In his interview, K.A offers some explanation to this data based on the categorizing of the immigration drivers that were mentioned in this chapter.
“…There are 2 types of Israelis in Berlin, those who don’t have anything to do with Israel. They are usually artists who criticize the Israeli political policy. They usually have a small group of German friends. The other groups are the Israelis who are here to study and work, and they have Israeli friends. I do not think we are the typical immigrants who seek having a relationship only with  people from their home country like the recent immigrants from Syria and Africa. In that matter the Israelis are different… It also mattes if you have children. We are 3-4 young Israeli families with kids, and we are like a big family. So, I think that it is really a personal choice”
Israelis in Berlin speak mainly English or German. Speaking Hebrew is in third place. This emphasizes the claim that the Israelis seek to assimilate into German society.




Figure no. 09 – Most of the spoken Language in everyday life  

The language as a major issue for Israelis in Berlin appears in B.H interview
“…I knew a little German when I first arrived in Berlin, I spoke mainly English while learning German. I tried not to speak Hebrew with my friend or even with other Israelis. I think learning the langue (German) is the major task for everyone who really wants to live in Berlin. that is how I can tell if someone just came here for the money. They keep speaking Hebrew or English”
he Israelis of Berlin are united in more than 23 Facebook groups which include more than 23,000 members. Thousands of new posts and discussions in the Hebrew language are held in these groups. 
These Facebook groups are the platform for the distribution of this research survey with the generous aid of the Israeli magazine “SPITZ” that is published by an Israeli immigrant and is intended for the Israeli immigrants in Berlin.
An evidence to that claim can be found in A.H interview
“The Israelis in Berlin have formed the first Facebook community. Although its establishers were Israelis, most of its members hardly ever communicate in Hebrew. They even show resentment to Israeli members who dare to communicate in Hebrew. There is no connection between the community's platform, - "We are all friends caring for one another speaking only Hebrew. We are the gap fillers for those who feel away from home…We are the Israelis in Berlin; we are the first Israeli online community in Berlin.” and the way it is actually conducted today. “
All the confusing criteria mentioned above, make this community a unique one. It raises the dilemma whether it is a real community. This question requires further research.
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