In Memory of Dr. Yehuda Paz[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Yehuda Paz lived most of his life in the twentieth century, a tumultuous time of grand ideas. Yehuda was similarly a dynamic man of high ideals. He believed with all his heart in combining international development with peacemaking, both in Israel and throughout the world.
Yehuda is sorely missed in these times when nations appear to be looking inward and turning their backs on strangers and foreigners. Yehuda sought to understand the foreigners in our midst and to act in accordance with their needs, culture, and values. He used to say that our contribution as a state to the realm of international aid and development does not end with what we give to the other, but rather with how it shapes us a society. Yehuda served as a moral and ideological compass for many of us; he was a champion of giving to the world’s poor and saw it as the highest moral calling, and expression of Israel’s neshama yetera, its extra bit of spirit.
Surely, Yehuda would have been moved to see the rapid advancements taking shape in an area that was so dear to him. Many new organizations and companies have become active in the field, young people learn about the developing world in their civics classes, and soon, we hope, the government will adopt a comprehensive plan for significant Israeli contributions to the developing world.
The Dr. Yehuda Paz Lifetime Achievement Award is meant to honor those who have dedicated themselves to improving the lives of communities across the developing world. It is a great honor to bestow this year’s award to Prof. Samuel Pohoryles, who has devoted his professional life to improving food security for multitudes with the aid of agriculture. 
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Greeting from Sir Trevor Pears CMG [image: ]
I am absolutely delighted that SID and Walla have come together to honour the wonderful people and organisations that are making a positive impact in the developing world.
Israeli development organisations, academic institutions, as well as international Jewish organisations are doing incredible and important work overseas. Bringing with them the passion, drive, innovation and chutzpah that only we can bring!
All of these organisations, and the people behind them, exemplify Maimonides’ highest level of giving: working with and helping others towards self-sufficiency. In other words: rather than giving a hand out, giving a hand up. My hope is that Israel will one day not only be known as the Start-Up Nation, but also as the “Hand-Up Nation.”
Thank you to SID-Israel, along with WALLA Media, and all those who have helped make this event a reality.
My deepest admiration and appreciation to all the individuals and organisations working in the fields of International Development, Humanitarian Aid, and Overseas Volunteering, some of whom are being recognized today. You are truly inspirational to me, my family and so many others.
Thank you also to President Rivlin for your leadership in general, and specifically in championing this vital issue. 

[image: ]From the President:
After SID-Israel accompanied President Rivlin on his trip to Ethiopia, the president noted the following in a thank-you letter: “The commitment of the SID organization to promoting international development, and the significant contribution the organization has made in this country, enable us, as Israelis, to share our knowledge with different countries around the world, while at the same time learning and growing in a range of areas. Your significant efforts to create dialogue and collaborations between the various bodies involved in international development and, I also believe, your vision, will allow the State of Israel and Israeli society to learn and grow – giving while also reaping economic, political, and spiritual rewards.”
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