Factors influencing cooperation between parents and preschool teachers in the kindergarten educational process from the perspective of parents
Abstract
The family has a considerable impact on the learning and adaptation process for children in kindergarten. Numerous studies have demonstrated the importance of partnership and ongoing cooperation between school 
and family in the preschool setting. An effective partnership process requires a genuine partnership. Yet research has suggested
 that there are obstacles that prevent parents from participating. The aim of this study was 
to identify, from the point of view of the parents, the factors affecting the partnership between parents and preschool teachers in the kindergarten educational process.
This quantitative research study involved the participation of 100 Israeli Arab parents of preschoolers; 50 of them were fathers and 50 were mothers. Research results showed that, from the perspective of parents, cooperation between parents and educators in the preschool educational process is influenced by factors related to the educational framework. Moreover, the findings show how the demographic profile of parents – such as their gender, age, and employment status – affects levels of participation with preschool teachers.
Introduction
According to the ecological systems theory (Bronfenbrenner, 1986), the environment into which a child is born has a decisive influence on his development. The main environments of the young child in society are family and school. These systems working in concert with each other help support the child’s development. Conflict or lack of coordination between the different systems involved in the socialization of a child, even where each individual system operates well, may lead to negative outcomes in terms of child development (Pianta & Walsh, 1996; Seginer, 2006).
The participation of parents in the educational process is a central issue in the education system (Vellymalay, 2010). Several studies have reported positive associations between family educational 
involvement and the academic achievement of young children (Chang, Park & Kim, 2009; Sibley & Dearing, 2014). The motivation behind parental engagement in education is strongly influenced by the opportunities for involvement created by the education system and by the prevailing social norms (Hoover-Dempsey, Whitaker & Ice, 2010). The aim of this study was to identify, from the point of view of the parents, the factors affecting the partnership between parents and preschool teachers in the kindergarten educational process. 

Research questions
What are the factors affecting the partnership between parents and preschool teachers in the kindergarten educational process?
Is there a difference in levels of cooperation 
between parents and preschool teachers based on parent gender?
Is there a relationship between the age of the parents and their participation in kindergarten education?

Is there a difference in levels of cooperation between parents and preschool teachers based on parent employment status?

Is there a relationship between the number of hours parents work per day 
and their participation in kindergarten education?
Research methods
Participants:

Participants comprised 100 Israeli Arab parents of preschoolers; 50 of them were fathers and 50 were mothers. Their age ranged from 23 to 50 years (M=34.59, SD=6.19). The number of years spent in education ranged from 4 to 20 (M=13.49, SD=2.82). In all, 82% of participants were in employment and 18% were not in employment. The number of children in the family ranged from 1 to 6 (M=2.78, SD=1.25). 
Instruments:
Factors inhibiting parental involvement questionnaire (Bayadse, 2011), α=.94.
Demographic questionnaire to gather personal information about the parents: gender, age, years in education, number of children in the family, the child’s place in the family’s birth order, kindergarten type, and place of residence.

Procedure:

The questionnaires were distributed to parents of preschool children via electronic mail, Facebook and WhatsApp. 

The research questionnaires were anonymous and participation was voluntary.
Main results
Research results showed that, from the perspective of parents, cooperation between parents and educators in the preschool educational process is influenced by factors related to the educational framework (3.01; M=3.01, SD=1.29) rather than to factors related to the parents 2.78); M=2.78, SD=0.93).
A statistically significant difference was found in levels of cooperation between parents and preschool teachers based on parent gender (t(80.25)=8.94, p<0.001)( in favor of the mothers; the level of the factors preventing parental partnership in the educational process was
 higher among fathers (M=3.57, SD=0.55) than mothers (M=2.22, SD=0.91). There was also a statistically significant difference in levels of cooperation between parents and preschool teachers based on parent employment status (t(98)=3.53, p<0.05)) in favor of the non-working parents; the level of the factors preventing parental partnership in the educational process was higher among working parents (M=3.05, SD=0.93) than non-working parents (M=2.17, SD=1.09).
There was a correlation between the age of the parents and their participation in kindergarten education (r=0.26, p<0.05); where age increased, the level of the factors preventing parental partnership in the educational process also increased. To put it another way, as age increased, levels of cooperation decreased.
There was also a correlation between the number of hours parents worked per day and their participation in kindergarten education (r=0.44, p<0.001); as hours worked per day increased, the level of the factors preventing parental partnership in the educational process also increased. In other words, a longer working day meant lower levels of cooperation.

Discussion
The research findings highlight the importance of the role played by the educational framework and preschool teachers, specifically their capacity to increase or reduce parental involvement in the kindergarten educational process. In addition, the findings show how the demographic profile of parents – such as their gender, age, and employment status – affects levels of participation with preschool teachers. The level of the factors preventing parental partnership in the educational process is higher among fathers, working parents, older parents, and parents with a longer working day.
In light of these findings, our recommendation is for teacher education colleges to provide early childhood education students with the tools and skills they need to work successfully with parents, while taking into account the differences that exist in the parent population.


�Parents would say they deal with schools and teachers. Here, I suggested replacing 'educational framework' with 'school'


�‘It is noted’ is a bit vague about who has made the observation. Also, I’m not quite sure what ‘educational framework’ is referring to here. Below are a few suggestions 





a) It’s a general observation that has been made by researchers. (This is the option we have inserted)


Yet research has suggested that there are obstacles that prevent parents from participating.





Other options


b) Schools have made this observation/comment


Yet schools have observed that there are obstacles that prevent parents from participating.





c) Education specialists have made this observation/comment


Yet educationalists have observed that there are obstacles that prevent parents from participating


�Recommend the past tense as you're reporting on what you did


�I think you mean the involvement of parents rather than the involvement of schools here


�Levels and partnership used together might suggest a formal, graded system of partnership between schools and parents. In this instance, I suggest replacing partnership with cooperation (a word you’ve already used in your title).





�Working hours usually refers to the start and end time (For example, ‘My working hours are 9 to 5’). 





� Consider using bullet points for this list


�Recommend reporting your results in the past tense and giving your interpretation of the findings in the present tense


�See if this correctly reflects your meaning


�Suggested reword to make it completely clear that the 'them' refers to parents


…while taking into account the differences that exist in the parent population








