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The exposure of adolescents living in Ultra-Orthodox Jewish communities in Israel closed religious communities to the daily life of the modern Western society lifestyles poses presents a series number of risks and challenges to them, given  situationst. The gap disparity between their own educational and social frameworks and the outside world norms and values is challenging. Difficulties Problems in adjusting to and even dropping out of the school environadjustment and school dropout is a critical stageare often key moments in the a process of disengagement process from the communal community frameworks and behavioural norms , in their society. Thus, the process of dropping out of school in these societies is accompanied by a process of disengagement from the family and community resources and lead to faster deterioration andprecipitating involvement in risky behaviours, such as (cigarette drug and alcohol smoking, alcohol consumption, drug use, , criminalcriminal activity involvement,, and and sexual assault encounters vulnerable to(vulnerability abuse).	Comment by John Peate: The journal requires British English.	Comment by John Peate: I removed the reference to tobacco smoking here since it is not an illegal activity, but it can be taken to be incorporated in the term “drug” since that is neutral as to legality.
	The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated the risks to teenagers who live in Ultra-Orthodox communities. These communities are among the poorest in Israel, with about half of their members living below the poverty line and often made up of large households (with an average of around seven children in each family) living in cramped accommodation. Ultra-Orthodox informal educational frameworks do not provide for education in core subjects such as Mathematics and English and, while formal educational institutions have been closed during the pandemic, adolescents in these communities have often not be able to access distance learning facilities either, since many do not have Internet access, either via mobile telephone or home computer. 	Comment by John Peate: UK English
בעקבות covid – 19 המציאות בה חיים בני נוער בחברה החרדית החריפה את מצבי הסיכון. האוכלוסייה החרדית בישראל היא אחת האוכלוסיות העניות ביותר – כמחצית מהאוכלוסייה חיה מתחת לקו העוני, המשפחות הן משפחות מרובות ילדים (לכל משפחה כ-7 ילדים בממוצע) המתגוררות בדירות קטנות וצפופות בריכוזי אוכלוסייה חרדים. מסגרות החינוך החרדיות לבנים אינן מלמדות לימודי ליבה (כמו חשבון, אנגלית) ובעת סגירת המסגרות החינוכיות הפורמליות, הילדים לא היו יכולים להתחבר להוראה מרחוק שהתקיימה בתקופת covid-19, היות וחלק ניכר מהאוכלוסייה ללא חיבור לאינטרנט, פלאפון או מחשב.    
The present study examines the contribution of unique particular risk factors for affecting adolescents living infrom closed religious communities, (such as their specific religious beliefs, the growing up in a newly religious family and the degree of coping with religiousexperience of novel school environments governed by unfamiliar rules in school), and considers them alongside the general social risks factors identified for at-risk youth in the general society - at the individual level they may encounter. These general risks may be both individually-focussed, such as (ADHD,  and other coping with academicpedagogic and socialisation difficultieschallenges, contact with aexposure to criminal peer group)activity, and at the family levelfamilial in nature , (such as their parents’ marital statusrelationships of parents, family familial ties, loose inadequate parental supervision, lack of parental  and engagement with schoolslow parental involvement in school , and having siblings who are school dropouts. dropout siblings).
	

Material and methods
The study was conductedincorporates a survey of  14-18-year-old among ultra-Orthodox youths (n=231) living in Jerusalem , aged 14-18, who were inat various stages of disengagement from and/or dropping out of school, conducted . The study was conducted by the ulta-Orthodox Institute for Policy Studies in collaboration with Ministry of Education and the Jerusalem Municipality. Information was gathered on the socio-demographicSocial and demographic data  characteristics of adolescentson these individuals, their personalities, their families, the experience of school integration into the school, and their educational and behavioural risks situationsto which they have been exposed will be collected and analysed in relation to. 	Comment by John Peate: The original text featured “(n-231)” but I do not know what it means and wonder if its meaning will be clear to reviewers too. I have deleted it but, if it is absolutely necessary to include it, it should be briefly explained.
three categories of risk were examined: academic, behavioural, and emotional.
	נערך ניתוח של .... כדי לזהות גורמים אלו בשלושה תחומי סיכון – סיכון לימודי, סיכון התנהגותי וסיכון רגשי. 
Results


Contribution
Theis comparison comparative study between of adolescents who are aatt different stages of risk sequence exposure enables facilitatesto the identify identification the contribution of the unique risks that factors arising from the life patterns in of a closed religious society exposes them to. The findings will may provide social work and educational the professional st affs with greater knowledge insight intoto concentrated areas of identify the risk, foci and helping them to to plan focus their work and more focused, based on research findings, at the individual and family level, and even to prevent deteriorationcounter disengagement in its early stages of risk.	Comment by John Peate: The findings will inevitably be of great benefit to professionals so there is no need to couch it so modestly.


Key words: High sSchool disengagement/dropouts,; Youth youth at risk, ; Ultra-Orthodox Jewish closed religious communities, ; faith schools, ; the Ultra-Orthodox Jewish community, familial risk factors, and personal risk factors.



Dr. Gemma Banks, 
The Journal Manager, 
Educational Review


HelloDear Dr. Banks,	Comment by John Peate: More formal modes of address are (still) appropriate in such proposal processes.
Proposal for Paper
Following In response to your Call call for Papers papers publication:for the forthcoming special issue of Educational Review on "“A re-view of educational inequalities", ,” Enclosed we are pleased to enclose a our draft abstract for a proposal proposed for a paper on the contribution of unique risk factors for encountered by adolescents living in closed Ultra-Orthodox Jewish religious communities in Israel.
The proposal addresses the aims of the special issue in examining the challenges of diversity within the complexities of Israeli society. These are viewed in relation to unique areas of educational inequality that present a challenge both to the Ultra-Orthodox community itself and to the wider polity. The proposed authors have very significant experience in studying this area and will receive significant support from educational and other official institutions to produce data never before mined in this way. The paper would address the specificities of this dynamic in new ways in examining socioeconomic polarities, problematic adolescent behaviour and complex issues of identity, class, religion, and tradition in a unique context. It would provide for a focussed examination also of how the interplay between these categories is evolving and will aid further refinement of both theoretical perspectives and practical policy on such “wicked problems”.	Comment by John Peate: I have inserted this paragraph as a suggested way of addressing the scope of the special issue and the three main questions it seeks to address , as outlined in https://think.taylorandfrancis.com/special_issues/educational-inequalities/?utm_source=TFO&utm_medium=cms&utm_campaign=JPG15743
The authors may wish to consider any ways of enhancing this with more qualified insight than I can provide, though I would urge them to keep it as brief as possible. One-pagers are often appreciated.
Thank you for considering our proposal. I would be very happy, on behalf of all authors of the proposed paper, to provide any other information you require and look forward to hearing from you in due course. 
Yours Sincerely,

Dr. Chen Lifshitz, Faculty of Social Work, Ashkelon Academic College, Ashkelon, Israel.
המחקר עוסק ב ... המצב המאתגר בו נמצאים בני נוער הגדלים בחברות דתיות סגורות, ומתאר את הניסיון לזהות את מצבי הסיכון הייחודיים בהם נמצאים בני הנוער בנוסף למצבי הסיכון הקיימים בספרות המחקר. המחקר בוצע התרחבות התופעה של מצבי הסיכון בקרב בני נוער אלו בעקבות מגפת הקורונה והרצון של נותני השירותים (בעיריית ירושלים ובמשרד החינוך הישראלי) להתאים בצורה מיטבית את השירותים הקיימים כיום למצבי הסיכון בהם נתונים בני נוער אלו.

אשמח לקחת חלק בגיליון בו עוסק הקול קורא.
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