For the sake of the medicalization of the Great Aliyah, for the sake of the image of the heroic absorption: The de-historization of history in the Kidnapped Yemenite Children Affair – Abstract

This article, dedicated to the “Yemenite Children Affair” from the period of the Great Aliyah in the early days of the State of Israel, is a critique of Professor Yechiel Michael Barilan’s article in this publication, “The Missing Yemenite Children: Medicalization of Immigration and the De-Medicalization of History” (Vol. 8, 2020, pp. 125-191). 

This article is composed of two chapters: the first section presents, as a background to the discussion, ten of the central findings in my book, Where Has My Child Gone? The Yemenite Children Affair: The Kidnapping and the Denial (2019); the second section presents an organized critique of Barilan’s article, organized in ten subject areas as well.  

His article’s approach and my book’s approach to describe the affair and its definition, are diametrically opposed. The central argument of Barilan’s article is that the affair has a medical explanation. He claims that there were out-of-control lethal epidemics at the absorption centers, which mainly afflicted Yemenite immigrants and led to significant mortality amongst their infants, at a rate of approximately 60% in the first two years following immigration. In my critical discussion of his study, I refute his claim of mortality rate of 60%. I argue that there is no basis for claims of out-of-control epidemics, and such exaggerated mortality rates. No basis appears in contemporaneous materials, medical documentation, journalistic reports, statistics, or research literature. 

Under the medical explanation I outline the organized method for forced separation of Yemenite children from their parents, with the pretext of preventative medicine: beginning with the methodical collection of children in hospital institutions in immigrant camps, and mainly in children’s houses; continuing with the methodical removal of children in the middle of the night to distant hospitals, in many cases [concealing] their destination from their parents; ending with their transfer to the children’s dorms of women’s Zionist organizations, while completely hiding this fact from their parents; and then informing parents that their children had died or gone missing. 	Comment by ymalomet@gmail.com: I believe there is a word missing in the Hebrew source
