“To Deconstruct One’s Physical and Material Nature in Pursuing the Service of God”
Materiality and the Fulfilment of Commandments in Ma’or va-Shemesh
Abstract
This article discusses Rabbi Kalonymus Kalman’s attitude to the material world and the fulfilment of religious commandments, two concepts described by R. Kalman as central to the worship of God. The expansion of the Hassidic movement and its institutionalization also saw the development of some phenomena within these two fields which R. Kalman viewed negatively. In addressing these issues, he acts as a spiritual pathbreaker and even as a social commentator. In his homiletical writings, one can find an integration of his commitment to continuity with a responsibility to innovate and provide guidance for both hasidim and tzadikim. To attain these goals, he relates to principles and models taken from both contemporaneous Hasidism and the “Old Hassidism” that predated the Ba’al Shem Tov. He develops and strengthens some of these concepts, while others are minimized or rejected. His approach is characterized by an inclination to bolster reverence for God, a negative view of materialism, and a strong emphasis on legal norms. He demands that each individual minimize their engagement with the material world and distance themselves from material pleasures, alongside meticulous adherence to all dimensions of Jewish religious law, customs, and stringencies. Against this backdrop, the present article examines R. Kalman’s complex attitude toward the practices of the tzadikim. He justifies worship through materiality within a framework of abundance and beauty for those few tzadikim who, through their efforts, have achieved a proper spiritual level, but he has misgivings about the proliferation of these practices and he diminishes their role in many ways. He emphasizes full halachic adherence as a critical condition for deeming a person a tzadik, however in a few instances, he expresses an acceptance of certain differences in the behavior of exceptional tzadikim with respect to the commandments. In light of the orientation identified through analysis of his works, R. Kalman can be viewed as a leader of the processes regarded as characteristic of “Late Hasidism.”	Comment by Adrian Sackson: "ובדגש נומי חזק"

האם הבנו נכון את כוונתך?
