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One of the most prominent features of the Jewish tradition is found in the reading, study, and interpretation of texts. The Jewish tradition was preserved and developed by means of the reading and interpretation of canonical texts. In the twentieth century, such thinkers as Hermann Cohen, Franz Rosenzweig, Martin Buber, and Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, among others, attempted to reground the epistemological status of the religious language presupposed in the tradition’s sources. Transformations in scientific and philosophical consciousness led Jewish thinkers to examine the nature and uniqueness of religious propositions, alongside other propositions that found their place in human consciousness. The question of the status of religious propositions also arises among Jewish educators, who are charged with bequeathing the tradition to the next generation, and who are aware of the complexity and alienation experienced by a person immersed in modern culture when he or she encounters pre-modern religious texts. This study contributes a new layer to this process of thinking, focusing especially on the referential function.	Comment by Adrian Sackson: Consider deleting to reduce length.	Comment by Adrian Sackson: Here and throughout I’ve translated היגדים as propositions. This seemed more appropriate than either ‘truth claims’, which already presupposes a lot about what the היגדים are doing, or ‘statements’, which is more broad and vague. 	Comment by Adrian Sackson: Added so ‘bequeathing’ sounds more natural in English. 
	The referential function is the relation established between language (a linguistic proposition) and (non-linguistic) reality. The central question of this study is: How might models of the referential function, enunciated explicitly or conceived implicitly in philosophy of language and philosophical hermeneutics, clarify thought and practice with respect to the teaching and learning of religious propositions which describe a state of affairs. The expected contribution of the study is that a methodological analysis of this subject will assist in dealing with the gap of consciousness that separates the reader from the text in contemporary Jewish education.
	The study’s central argument is that, so long as the philosophical horizon is limited to an epistemological framework of a single, permanent, given reality, insufficient space has been provided to impart religious propositions with realistic validity. Without realistic validity, the reader is prevented from assenting to the proposition that seeks to be stated from within the text. As a result, the reader is liable to feel that the text is irrelevant and archaic. The study discusses and examines the educational potential latent in theories that broaden the understanding of the reflective function, in particular with respect to cases in which classical models have lost their ability to explain the validity of certain propositions. Logical and semantic theories regarding linguistic propositions lie at the center of the discussion, alongside hermeneutical theories that examine the reader’s interpretational techniques and understanding.
	The first chapter discusses existing scholarship on Jewish educational thought and observes only a vague, partial awareness of questions associated with the relationship between religious language and reality. The second chapter discusses the evolution of the concept of the reflective function in theories from the logico-semantic tradition in twentieth-century analytic philosophy. I argue that theories proposing an explanatory framework entailing multiple universes grant a legitimate space to religious propositions whose status as truth claims has been undermined. The third chapter examines the possible space religious propositions may inhabit, from the perspective of philosophical hermeneutics. In this space, the reader tries out alternative configurations of reality, thus redescribing his or her subjective experience. The fourth chapter returns to curricular thinking, showing how insights from the previous chapters might find their place in a fruitful manner.	Comment by Adrian Sackson: Consider deleting this elaboration in order to save space.	Comment by Adrian Sackson: כנ"ל
	This study constitutes a theoretical contribution to the knowledge base of educators engaged in the challenge of teaching religious texts in the modern and postmodern period. It contributes an educational-epistemological touchstone that can help delineate an intellectual framework for teacher training programs, syllabus preparation, and pedagogical thinking. 
