Ali Watad
Academic Portrait
In the 1991 academic year I began to work at the Arab Academic Institute for Education at Beit Berl College. The course of development of my work at the College can be organized along three axes: management, pedagogy, and research.
(A) Research axis – in this area I have filled the following management positions:
•	Head of the Department of Hebrew Language and Literature – during my period of time in this position, I introduced significant changes in the structure of the existing curriculum at the Arab Academic Institute for Education, which had been based on literary studies with a very small linguistic component. 
•	Academic coordinator of the Institute – in this position I shifted the structure of the practical experience at the Institute from the traditional model to the progressive PDS model, which is better suited and more effective by comparison to the earlier approach. The Institute was the first to adopt this model for teacher training. I also led a process to upgrade the curricula at the Institute in order to match the new educational plans in Israel (the Ariav Plan).
•	Head of the Institute – from the 2012/13 academic year through 2017/18, I served as the head of the Arab Academic Institute for Education. I introduced a series of initiatives in this position: Enhancing the integration of the Institute in the College while maintaining its unique character in terms of language, culture, and identity; developing master’s degree programs – I advanced two M.Ed. programs: “Arab Education and Culture in Israel” and “Language Teaching and Learning: Arabic, Hebrew, and English.” I also advanced an M.Teach. degree program as a joint framework for Arab and Jewish students; upgraded the curricula in the Departments of Hebrew, Arabic, and English (from a double major structure to a single-major multi-age one; improved the quality of students admitted to the Institute by introducing higher thresholds for admission; enhanced the lecturing staff by adopting stricter standards for new lecturers; and encouraged research activities by the existing lecturers. 
(B) Pedagogic axis – in this field I have served, and still serve, as a lecturer at the Department of Hebrew Language and Literature and in the MA programs. In addition to my work as a lecturer, I served for some 10 years as a pedagogic instructor in the training of Hebrew language teachers. In this position I worked in cooperation with schools in the vicinity of the College and supervised the trainee teachers in the places where they undertook teaching practice. In 1999/2000 I filled the position of Internship Coordinator, and in this capacity I established connections between the Institute of the Ministry of Education and its districts in order to encourage the successful integration of new teachers after they graduated from the Institute. Thanks to my successful work at the Institute, I was appointed in 2017/18 as a member of the Internship and Entry to Education Division in the Ministry of Education, with responsibility for operating the teaching internship system in Arab society. 
(C) Research axis – my main field of research specialization is Medieval Hebrew. My studies in this field focus on two key areas: Firstly – the study of Medieval Hebrew [particularly of the grammarians] and of written Hebrew, and the affinity between both these and the Arab grammarians and Arabic language. In this area, I published my study on “The Linguistic Theory of Hayyuj through His Arabic Terms.” This study made an important contribution to a full understanding of the grammarian Hayyuj. In addition, my joint study with Prof. Daniel Sivan presented a new edition of Hayujj’s three books, with a translation into modern Hebrew and a comparison to medieval Jewish and Arab grammarians and to modern grammarians. Secondly – the study of the bilingual glossary of the Torah (Hebrew-Arabic) according to the Samaritan rite. In this area I examined numerous manuscripts and managed to clarify the question of the Samaritan lexical tradition. I clarified the glossaries found in manuscripts dispersed around various libraries and published the oldest known bilingual Hebrew-Arabic glossary. This glossary will shortly be published by the Academy of the Hebrew Language, with the support of the Israel Science Foundation. The main contribution of the glossary lies in the fact of its publication, as well as the manner in which the Arabic column reflects the author’s perception of the Hebrew words.
My other series of articles clarify linguistic issues in both the above-mentioned areas, both regarding the grammarian Hayyuj and regarding grammarians and Biblical commentators from the Samaritan community. These articles cast light on issues that have previously remained unknown in the academic community, particularly the work of the Samaritan grammarians, since most of the Samaritan literature still exists only in manuscript form.
In addition to the above-mentioned two areas, I also research the area of the Hebrew of Arabs in Israel, including language teaching and the influence of Hebrew on the spoken Arabic of Arabs in Israel.
Future Plans
My future activities will continue to combine teaching and research. In the research field, I plan to complete my studies into the grammarian R.Y. Hayyuj. Several years ago, Prof. Daniel Sivan and I prepared a scientific edition of Hayyuj’s books and translated them into Hebrew. In the near future we will provide a description of his linguistic theory. I will also shortly complete my work on a new edition of the exegetical work Sharah Im Bāqūtī by the thirteenth-century scholar Nafīs al-Dīn Abū l-Faraj Ibn al-Kathār [I have already completed the first two parts of the book – the presentation of the text and the textual variants and Hebrew translation; I am now working on the third part, an introduction]. In addition, I hope to write a book on the traditional of bilingual glossaries (Hebrew-Arabic) in the Samaritan community. In addition to these studies, I also plan to publish articles relating to the Hebrew/Arabic language of the Samaritan community. 
In the area of Hebrew teaching and teacher training in Arab society, I plan to be active in various fields, most importantly the history of Hebrew teaching among the Arabs in Israel. 
 

