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Abstract
David Grossman’s novel See Under: Love (1954),[footnoteRef:1] has received special attention from researchers, and has been described as one of the most important works for understanding the experiences of the Holocaust.[footnoteRef:2] The work’s innovation lies in illuminating unconventional perspectives on Holocaust experiences and in creating connections among them. The novel includes four parts; at the center of each is a main character that is intratextually connected with the characters in the other parts.  This article will focus on analyzing the first part of the novel, “Momik” (which was also published as a separate novella in 2005), and will show how a moral sensibility is shaped in this part of the novel that can then be conceptualized by means of the last part, “The Complete Encyclopedia of Kazik’s Life.” [1:  David Grossman, See Under: Love, trans. Betsy Rosenberg (New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2011).]  [2:  See, for example: Marc De Kesel, Bettine Siertsema, Katarzyna Szurmiak, eds., See Under: Shoah: Imagining the Holocaust with David Grossman (Leiden: Brill, 2014); Naomi Sokoloff, “David Grossman’s See Under: Love,” Prooftexts 35, no. 1 (2016): 1–12.] 

The main argument is that Momik’s character undergoes a process of moral development, which is based on concepts like responsibility and sensitivity to suffering, although Momik’s character isn’t aware of these directly. Some of the concepts reflected in Momik’s conduct then appear in the fourth part—the “Encyclopedia”—and are surprisingly similar to the key concepts of Levinas’s ethical world view. This article’s intervention will be to show how Levinas’s concepts, especially the concept of “useless suffering,” can contribute to understanding Momik’s moral development. The article will present a joint dialogue between the literary work and Levinas’s philosophical concepts: examining these concepts will enable us to understand their characteristics, and the analysis of Momik’s character will illuminate the developmental process of sensitivity to suffering.  

