El HHadje Ali manigue’ Manigué Bangoura, born in Tolkoch 1895.	Comment by Susan: There appears to be a discrepancy between the capitalization of this name between the text (capitalized) and the caption already embedded in the photograph (not capitalized), It should be capitalized.

El Hhadj adje Ali Mmanigué Bangoura, born in Tolkotch,  Taigbe Kamala, 1895.  
George Bangoura, born in Tolkotch, Taigbe Kamala,  1930
Abou Bacar Petro Bangoura, the last heir, born in 1953 
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One of the most striking sculptures to emerge from the Katako hoard is that of an elderly female baga, 102 cm tall.  , of a height of 102 cm. The statue,  whose face is a collage blend of a human and a Nimba, , and whose with exaggerated  breasts and genitalia proclaiming age and maturity, depicts the Baga ideal of a the great mother; one. A mother who gave manyhas given births birth to many and is now as an elder is nourishing her community.
Her The figure’s face and breasts were have been polished by countless caressing hands, whose ritual repetitive movements of from top to bottom, from the cheeks downwards to the breasts, could can be easily traced. 
When illuminated as intended by the flickering light of natural flames, the true nature and power of the statue becomes apparent. : A a mother who solemnly holdings a dead child’s body in her outstretched hands, in a gesture of compliance, dignity,  and grief. 
[image: ]This work was later joined by three additional pieces from the estate of Guinea’sn First Lady Henriette Conteé estate. to formForming  of a group of four major works, all clearly crafted by the same hand.	Comment by Susan: Is there a way to capitalize El Hadj in the photograp?

As was commonly the case, the unique rendering ofrendering of the a human ear served as the artist’swas the artist personal mark, thereby expressingstating authorship without compromising the work’s liturgical powers. Among the oOther characteristics became portrayed in the sculptures isapparent such as the quest for of portraying  the human emotion,,  as evident as is apparent in the powerful figure of the elder demanding requiring total obedience, or the young disciple solemnly offering a tribute.  




[bookmark: _GoBack]The community elders which who were consulted  identified the artist as Manique Manigué Bangoura, a renowned artist from Faraba , ( the River Nunez Ddelta ) who later converted to Islamized and performedmade  the  Journeypilgrimage to Mecca.

In On a trip to HadjEl H adje Bangoura’s birthplace, we were fortunate to meet his grandson, Abou Bachar Petro Bangoura, born in 1953, who continues withstill maintain his grandfather’s profession and supplies the local communities with the objects paraphernalia needed to maintain ensure the continuation of their cCommunity  traditions.

[image: ]Perto Petro Bangoura is the son of George Bangoura (( hEl Hadje Bangura’s son ) was, also a known Baga sculptor, . Petro Bangoura proudly sees himself as the heir of to his grandfather’s legacy and  takes specialextra  pride in using  his ancestor’s the latercherished handcrafted chair chair.which he cherish. 	Comment by Irina: unclear — was this chair handcrafted by his grandfather?
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al hadje Monique Bangura, b 1895 ¢
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