2021 Annual Summary of Planning Activity – Society for Protection of Nature in Israel (SPNI)
2021 was very similar to 2020, due to the continuation of the COVID-19 pandemic: considerable, accelerated planning and initiation activity by the government on one hand, and lockdowns, isolation, and a lack of planning staff at SPNI. As a result, our national planning staff, which was significantly reduced in 2020, partly due to the COVID-19 crisis, experienced an extraordinary overload.
In contrast to our staffing difficulties, the Planning Administration and government ministries continued to work intensively, and in contrast to 2020, almost without breaks or delays. These difficulties were also expressed through regional planning, which created an overload on our conservation coordinators. In this context, we were forced to choose our battles; many planning and development processes progressed without being addressed by us at all.
Nevertheless, during 2021 we achieved several successes, and we influenced many planning processes and decisions. The main ones are presented below, with some representative examples:
1. The strategic plan in general, and open landscapes in particular: the Strategic Plan for Open Landscapes introduces a long-term vision for conservation of open landscapes in Israel, including an enormous addition to protected landscapes, the securing of ecological corridors within planning processes and more. It also calls for the reduction of land for construction in the residential strategic plan and removal of most of the ____ with negative impact on the environment.	Comment by Editor: פוליגונים?
2. Securing the correction on densities in NOP 35, as a key step to increasing the efficiency of land use.
3. Monitoring planning process for the Mediterranean Sea and the Eilat and Red Sea coastlines and their improvement and increasing protection of the ecosystems in those regions.
4. Curtailing the transfer of high-value landscapes to development within the framework of the geographic committees: Kiryat Ye’arim, Emek Hashalom, and more.
5. Expanding knowledge and capabilities in the field of transport, as a basis for opposing and curtailing plans for new roads. This includes success in delaying progress on Route 9 and Poleg Highway.
6. Curtailing problematic residential plans, such as Reches Lavan, New Majdal, and more.
The challenges that arose during 2021 were generated largely by our lack of planning staff, but also by the establishment of a government after two years of political deadlock. Establishment of a new government launched many development processes (alongside conservation processes), which created an overload of planning work here at SPNI. As a result we were forced to:
1. Waive our supervision of various planning processes, such as steering committees of many plans, among others, related to quarries, aviation, and more.
2. Take a step back with respect to our work in the field of renewable energy.
3. Minimize our supervision of the planning processes brought before the national planning institutions. For example, in the past, our representative on the National Infrastructure Committee comprehensively supervised all of the plans brought before the committee. In the current state of affairs, we are forced to focus on certain plans and leave other plans untouched.
Challenges for 2022:
1. Submitting the strategic plan for approval, and making it the foundation for planning processes in Israel.
2. The Minister for the Interior is biased towards development, thus many development processes will be advanced in the planning system, leading to myriad threats to nature conservation. The Director of the Planning Administration is expected to leave her position in the coming summer, and Minister Shaked will appoint a new director in her place; we expect that the new director will be problematic from our perspective.
3. Expanding planning staff in Israel.
4. Giving greater attention to infrastructure planning.
5. Promoting rehabilitation processes in Israel.
