Representations of wWomen in Arabic influence osocial status in the ommunity in Israel

Abstract
Children’'s literature a significant role in disseminatvarious messages to childrensocial, scientific, intellectual, emotional.  p rofoundprofound influence the development of the child's personality and personal identity. May studies, my own included (Salameh, M. 2013, have demonstrated that among theose messages, some children’'s books also  sexist messages that  female characters  male charactersones. The current study will uncover the way females are portrayed in Arabic language children’'s books in Arabic, and the influence of such representations on womenin the Arabicspeaking community in Israel. I will  that in these books, female characters are associated with negative, such as laziness, inability to act o their own, lack of hindsight, as well as their being linked with the private sphere. 
For this , 70 children’'s books were systematically analyzed and examined. The books were  from a list compiled by kindergarten teachers, as books they read in class. The analysis demonstrates that the female figure portrayed in these books does not  the everyday reality and tectonic shift the Arabicspeaking community , women working outside the confines of the home, participating in the public sphere, and acquiring education.   women hold significant positions in various  and are active and significant members of society.
As ofIn 2019, children’'s literature still overlooks such role models and adheres to traditional depiction of women as passive,  skill and  less qualified vis-à-vis male members of society. Current literature does not reflect the actual status of women in the Arabic speaking community in Israel, and hencethus children— – and in particular little young girls— – positivea role models.

Keyw words: children’'s literature for toddlers,; messages and stereotypes in children’'s books	Comment by Editor: Consider adding some more keywords (preferably words as opposed to phrases).

Introduction
Children’'s literature serves as a socialization tool (Rosenthal, 10122012; Rosenthal, 2016)a means to disseminate various values and messages. The toddlers identifyies with characters and the narrated course of events narrated, and thus this receivinges information, as well as and messages from the story (Ofek, 1985).
Children  gender patterns at early age and adopt them; s. Studies show that children acquire  stereotype early in life, through the socialization process (Feldman 1981, as quoted cited in: Shahar, Krakaw,(??) and Ben-Artzi, 2002, p. 141). According to development psychology theories, a child’'s gender starts at a early ageand begins with his or hertheir gender. This classification become an axis of the child'’s activity, values, character, actions, and modes of thinking (Shenar, 1995, p. 191).	Comment by Editor: Depending on your style guide, you may need to write “Shahar et al., 2002, p. 141”
A child’'s gender identity  around the ages of five to six of 5-6, and once it is set, the basic terms of gender roles lead to a whole set of values, norms, and approaches inherently associated with a particular gender. When introduced to a storybook, children identify with a chosen  as a role model a child may identify with the main character, a family, a problem discussed in the story or even an ambition expressed in the book. Following the course of events presented in the book, the listener—, boy or girl—, internalize the motives associated with the characters;, by following the narrative a child may understand his their own surroundings. Hence, the a childchild’s ability to identify with  allows  to make sense of the world,  also demonstrates the tremendous influence listening to  has on young children (Kaufman, 1976, p. 176, as quoted cited in: Meler, 1995, p. 176).
Children grow up with a whole set of values and norms which are assimilated through children'’s books, and as they grow, children implement th values and live accordingly. Thus society is built and shaped by norm, values and messages disseminated in children’'s booksread to young children in during their formative years of their lives.



Scholarly literature gender and stereotypes found in children’'s literature in Israel  in the late 1970s (see Salameh, 2013). tudiesies (Ben Tzvi, 1976; Meler, 1995; Shahar, Krakaw and Ben-Artzi, 2002; Fredkin, 1993) demonstrate that children’'s book in Hebrew include various sexist stereotypes that position females inferior to male (Ben Tzvi, 1976; Meler, 1995; Shahar, Krakaw, and Ben-Artzi, 2002; Fredkin, 1993). In a study conducted in at the “"Childhood Center”" (Markaz al-Tufula), researchers, Hala and Nabila Asbanioly, examined and analyzed children’'s books  children up to the age of six available in the Arab speaking community in Israel (Asbanioly and Asbanioly, 2002). (??). Their study included books published up to till the year 2000 in several Arab speaking countrieshe Palestinian Authority, Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt, and Iraq, Jordan, as well as books translated to Arabic from other languages. The findings of their study indicate that there is a clear preference for male ’ superiority in several ???the males a continuously  than female(Asbanioly H. and Asbanioly N, 2002).
However, Asbanioly and Asbanioly’'s study is one of the very few studies dedicated to children’'s books written in Arabic in Israel. HenceThus, the sexist messages plaguing this literature are hardly addressed and only rarely receive public interest in from the . My  (Salameh, 2013) aimed at addressing this lacuna by examining a large variety of children’'s books, analyzing their contents, and their possible influence on young listeners. My study’'s findings, some 11 years after Asbanioly and Asbanioly’'s is are in concomitantcongruent  findings: stilleven today, children’'s literature  male .
Many studies have associated literature with society [this argument is not clear], and have offered three general methodologies to approach thise association between society and literature. Two of them  literature as a social mechanism designed to shape positions in society. In other words, scholars holding of this view are  the opinionopinionate that literature is  by members of the community, educators and authors as a tool to disseminate messages and as a mechanism to shape positions and social norms.  third attitude—, reflection theory—, perceives literature ass a reflection ofng a whole set of economic, familial, and moral aspects, rather than constructing them (Gonen, 1995, as quoted cited in: Shahar, Krakaw, and Ben-Artzi, 2002, p 143).
As a rule, most societies will dedicate as many resources as possible (???) to help children to grow into sociable, sharing individuals, that who will easily find its their place in the community by, understanding the rules, norms, and values directing and shaping this community (Harel, 1991; Baruch, 1991, as quoted cited in: Shahar, Krakaw, and Ben-Artzi, 2002, p. 143).
Therefore,  hasstories have a tremendous  on shaping a young listener’'s intellectual and emotional abilities and  their child's set of value and ethics. Listening to books the child'schildren’s horizons, introducing introduces them to new world, and aprovides them with a deep understanding of the world in which they live. Furthermore, reading  a significant  in shaping the adult the child will  it influences their  and perceptions in many aspectscultural, artistic as well as the place of the individual vis-à-vis the community (Soan(???), 1995, as quoted cited in Shahar, Krakaw, and Ben-Artzi, 2002, p. 143).
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.1 : the physical space in which boys and girls are situated 
In 70%   are mentioned, they are portrayed within the confines of the house. In the very few cases they leave the house, they do so two main reasons: an essential need to , usually accompanied  a male figure (father, brother or son); an emergency. The title “"Nargas and the Secret of the Green Plant”" (Yahya, 2007) tells the story of Nargas (female),  the house after being asked to do so by her father; sh. She goes to the greenhouse accompanied by her father. In “"Alin at the Dentist”" (Abu Mukh, 2009), the mother accompanies her daughter to the dentist, because she was very worried about her health. All other stories position girls and mothers indoor. The only exception is the title book “"Me and My Bike”" (Abu Shamis, 2004). The book story tells the story of a little girl who rides her bike and then was molested by a stranger.	Comment by Editor: Please explain what an “essential need” is, and how it differs from an emergency. 
Male figures are positioned in multiple:  house, street, . I argue, that such representation  women in a very  light: that they are confinedneed protection, their world is very limited— – physical, mental and . 

.2 imiting omen to a articular et of roles, versus ultiplicity of ccupations  ales
Women are positioned they are house chores 75% of the books, show women as responsible for childrenresponsible for childcare. Examples of such includeIn “"New Baby”" (Salah, 2005), where the mother is illustrated as the baby’'s main caretake and nothing more. In “"Hanan and the three Twins”" (Hagirat and Ira`idi, 2002)  mother appears in the story to teach her daughter how to the identical babies.  “" Mother, I am Sorry”" (Zubi, 2001) the mother is hospitalized due to excessive  cleaning products. Whereas While the world  toward the perception that parenthood is a joint project, in which both partners  equal ,  perpetuate traditional gender roles and power structures. 	Comment by Editor: Two twins or three triplets.
Only 2% of female are presented as participating in the marketplace. When a woman is portrayed as working, once again, the job descripti falls within  they are school . A case in point is“"The World as Drawn by Miss”" (Bushkar, 2008). When m appear in the story, they usually,farmers, shepherds, and chicks sellerstall-owners, etc. to judges, policemanpolicemen, dentists, photographers, scientists, football players, physician.
Thus, children’'s literature structures the order of things in a particular women are associated with the private sphere have very few qualification and abilities, whereas men have many abilities are active contributors to society and to the family ,they are the providers, the one .





.3 haracterization and ttribution of egative  to emale  versuss. haracterization and ttribution ofpositive spositive ones ascribed to ale 


.3.1 emale  are associated with passivity, tendency to panic, lack of planning, weakness, and tendency to cry. 
Male figures in the discussed literature are associated with activism, proactivity, initiative, problemand physical strength. In 68% of the books examined for this , females cry when faced with any kind of difficulty, frustration, or fear; t. They are depicted as unable to .  on the other hand,  are portrayed as overcom obstacles and difficulties; e. Even when at early stages they face hard challenges at the early stages of the plot and and do not have an immediate solution, the plot  them  it. A case in point is the story “"Bahiyya’'s Present”" (Abu al-Higa, 2003). The girl is presented as weak and submissive, so she payed to God to for an: to have a birthday. [@MANAR@ it is not clear what is the problem here?] In “"How was Did Susu got Rescued?”" (Daim, 2002)' the mother cried and cried and kept asking “"Where is my son?”" but thateven though it did not move her into action. In “"Sad Lina”" (Abu Tamer, 2008), Lina (F) was sad and passive throughout the story. In most books, girls and mothers do not initiate action—, they may be supervising but never acting, , starting a conversation, or making a stand.
Of the stories, 77% have active male , . In “"Rashed’'s Gift”" (Abu Mukh, 2009), the boy initiates, decides on a course of action, and makes decisions accordingly. The mother is present in the book but was is not involved in her son's actions and decisions. In “"Yazan’'s Pocket Money”" (Hative, 2005), a similar situation is narrated—, the boy is active and decisive, while the mother is passive.




.3.2 ssociating tubbornness, elf-isking, ack of esourcefulness to with emale  ssociating isdom and aution to with ale 	Comment by Editor: Please explain what you mean by “self-risking”. 
In 67% of books examined, females as lacking initiative problem-solving skills. When faced with a challenge, the female character chooses to hide, at times even at the cost of self-riskingrisking their wellbeing, rather than find a constructive solution. In “"Ragad and the Fire”" (Zu’'bi, 2001), Ragad setswhenile lighting a candle. Her course of action was is to hide behind chairs (not a very good hiding placeplace to hide from a fire)and not tell anyone what had happened. Her choice to hide rather than call for help  her in a very bad light not only is she irresponsible, she is risksing both her life and the lives of others.  is busy cleaning the house and is unaware   doing. Once  realizes what ha happened, she starts panicking and only after a while brings water to  the fire. Here too, the mother is associated with traits already discussed: doing house chores, self- absorbed and helplessness. Even after the fire is , the mother is more  with cleaning the house— and only after sits with her daughter, counseling her how to act if such danger ever re-occurs[@MANAR not clear-the house got burned down????]..
Nana in “"Fly Kite”" (Salman, 2000), climbs the roof and is faced with great danger, so she needed her father to come and rescue her. Hadil in “"I Llove the Rain”", is being stubborn and falls ill. All these examples position girls and mothers  needing rescue, unable to consider possible solutions, or evade possible dangers. They lack any forethinking or resourcefulness.
In the very few cases, a female  is proactive, it is usually too little too late, such as the mother who wakes into action after the house burns down. Males on the other hand are portrayed as coping with challenges, thinking out through situations, and constructively working toward solutions.

.3.3 ttribution of eakness, assivity, aziness, ependency (n a ale ), eed  instruction and ack of roblemolving   emale , versuss. gency and isdom to ale
In 63% of the stories, featured females are featured as lazy and stupid, while 72% of the stories depicted males as having agency and. In “"Sabaa and Hher Three Uncles”" (Hujirat and Ara’'idi, 2006), Sabaa (F) did not reach the correct and obvious conclusions: she did cover the salt box, hence the salt got wet and melted (and the salt got wet as a result), thus she concluded that in order to keep something safe, she has to cover it. Therefore, she then covered a box with a mouse in it to keep it safe and smothered ended up smothering it. Each time she made a mistake, her wise and clever  uncle explained it to her what happened and why. While the male  is smart and resourceful, Sabaa seem in constant need of guidance, unable to draw simple conclusions or consider the obvious consequences of her actions.
In several other stories (Iraqi, 1995; Goldstein, 2001; Fiad, 2003; Abasi, 2002), the female (whether a female elephant, daughter or granddaughter, for that matter) faces a simple problem and is unable to  to safely solve it by herself. The offer solution is always  (male elephant, father, uncle or grandfather).

.3.4  emale ortrayed as aydreamering, nrealistic, and nable to ulfill hose her antasies.
 A case in point is the girl in “"I Want an Elephant”" (Liat, 2002).' Tthe girl in the story wants to have an elephant and is very disappointed that her fantasy does not materialize, as opposed to taking steps to achieve her dream. 

.3.5 emale  ssociated with egative haracteristics such as ruelty, at and ealousy. 
In “"My Sister and I”" (Harab, 2008) the older sister hated her younger sister, until  that such behavior is inappropriate. In several stories featuring the issue of sibling jealousy, it is always the sister that is jealous, never the brother. Further, 5% of the stories associated cruelty with females. 

.3.6 emales are ssociated with eauty (in most cases strictly external beauty), enderness, and -ensitivity. 
Seventy-five percent75%  of stories begin by describing the female  as pretty, spoiled, gentle and sensitive. Sabrin in “"The Most Beautiful  for My Mother”" (Harab, 2008) is concerned  her mother and  extra effort to make her happy. In “"A Present for My Mother on Her Birthday”" (Salah, 2009), the mother is portrayed as over sensitive and worried about everyone around her. Layla in “"Green Layla”" (Abu Tamer, 2008), is also associated with concern  others and great sensitivity.	Comment by Editor: Please expand and explain how this example supports the argument presented.

.3.7 n a few instances, at first glance females seem to be are associated with what seem at first glace as positive and active  owever, as the plot unfolds it turns out that these traits are in fact inappropriate and negative. 	Comment by Editor: Is this the section title? Or, is the title missing?
Traits such as agency, activism and movement are portrayed as positive when attributed to male  negative when attributed to female . In “"Sywar and the Moon”" (Jabarin, 2003), the girl Sywar is very curious about the moon, she feels it is following her and she trie to enquire about it, but her questions are never answered. On the other hand, Wwhen boys ask questions they are always given answers.	Comment by Editor: Perhaps refrain from calling these “negative”. Sywar’s curiosity is never answered, but the exmaple doesn’t show that her curiosity is a bad thing. Please consider. 
 [@MANAR YOU MUSt give an example+not good demonstration, there is nothing dangerous or negative here]
     .3.8 Iin several stories, female are depicted as unable to their goalseven  simple, thus acting irresponsibly or experiencing disappointment. 	Comment by Editor: Is this the title?
For instance, Yara in “"Yara and the Thorn Field”" (Abu Hayya, 2005), needs to get home, however, her home is on the other side of a field filled with thorns. She is unable to consider the consequences of her actions and decides to walk through the field, taking a great risk at in doing so and eventually facing danger [MANAR specify what danger].

.3.9  nappropriate ehavior egarding the ody and eeping afe
uch behavior is portrayed as shameful not just for the person girl but also for her family. 	Comment by Editor: Please explain what type of behavior you are talking about.
[MANAR NUMBER wrong here!!! Say how many books refer to this issue, say that it is an extremely important issue and compare it to Hebrew/English language books dealing with the subject]
In “"Farfusah Keeps Hher Body Safe”" (Faqih, 2008), Farfusha is constantly reproached for not behaving properly and not keeping her body safeor instance, she is criticized for the way she sits. Farfusha is blamed for the dangerous situation she fell into, due to her misbehavior and the way she moves her body. Not only is she blame for the danger she f, but also is blamed for  shame to her family. A similar course of events is narrated in “"Me and My Bike”" (Abu Shamis, 2004), where the girl in the story rides her bicycle until the bicycle break. Only then does she realize she is too far from home to walk her bicycle back. Worried and unable to reach a solution, she agrees to get into the car of a stranger who help her	Comment by Editor: Please explain what you mean by “keeping her body safe”.
 books addressr causing shame due to the way they relate to their bodies, the way they sit or dress. This issue is of extreme importance for several reasons. Firstly, the stories refer to a very important issue of child sexual abuse. It is paramount that such book should be written and boys and girls receive proper instructions regarding the ways they should keep safe, recognize dangers, and how to react in case of attemp assault. Both boys and girls need to  possible dangers and be able to understand how to avoid risky situations. Between the ages of ---- ???, boys and girls are targeted in similar numbers. HenceThus, addressing this issue to girls only only prevents boys from receiving important and life life-saving information. Secondly, the information disclosed in the two books I found that actually deal with sexual assault do not provide such information on how to deal with these situations, rather they frame the assault as the result of the girl’'s behavior and do not offer any instruction concerning ways to prevent it or cope with it. , such an approach puts hence undeserving  help. The girl is left alone, molestedand  risk  various other dangers. Thus, in fact, both boys and girls are deprived of receiving life-saving information oreover, the blanket of silence is  when girls are taught not to talk (so they do not  shame on themselves and family) and both boys and girls are taught to blame girls and women for any harm caused to them. 	Comment by Editor: Number missing, please insert the correct statistic.

The influence of sexist messages
The above d presented thefemales  in children literature. I  the  associated with females, occupations and physical children literature has a profound  on readers young listeners and is a tool to disseminate messages,  how such representations affect young listenersffect on females in the Arab  in general
     It is commonly a that children’'s literature should fit reflect the world in which children grow upa child grows in and accompany the toddler's’ mental development (Bar-El and Nuemayer, 2013; Abu Mu'’al, 2000; Harel, 1991; Baruch, 1991). {@MANAR!!!!! The following sentence does not follow the first one+reference not clear]
In these aspects as well as others, it turns out that this study shows that children’'s literature in Arabic language fails  females as strong, active and assertive individuals. By presenting girls and women as lacking basic problem-solving skillsdistancing them from society by restricting them to the physical space confines of the home, traditional power structure and gender roles are perpetuated. Books published in the 21st century maintain traditional patterns and do not reflect the realities that children see in their own surroundings.
As such,Hence if children literature is  at contributing to the child's development as a member of society, it seems that children’'s literature in Arabic fails to do so. It teaches girls to be ashamed of themselves,  at home. It tells little young girls they cannot and should not be independent and that the only ones with (always!)who always have the right answer, are men. Furthermore, these stories do not into consideration the option of choosingshow females as agents of their own choices, rather, decisions are, but imposed on them  based on what their counterparts deem best for themgirls the one and only way appropriate for them. Little Young girls do no seescientist, or doctorhey do not see police women or authortheir bookssthey do not even see female-students, only mothers (and in a handful of casesschool teachers as well). a teacher and , I chose to be a teacher and little girls today should have the same privilege; they should choose their vocation and they should also choose their degree of involvement in motherhood.	Comment by Editor: Please ensure the addition has retained your meaning.
By illustrating an outdated monolithic figure concept of womanhood, and associating specific traits to with girls and women, such depiction deprives young listeners from of . such descriptions are at odds with what boys and girls see in their immediate environment— – they see their mothers working, their sisters and aunts going to university, and they may even see their fathers sharing house chores (???MANAR???).. And there goes a vicious circle of young women being in a constant fight for their rights, their right to work, to study, to be independent and to aspire to their own individual goals.
World literature sees a tremendous revolution in children'’s books, with stories depicting little girls going on dangerous quests and , girls succeeding on their own, books about female artists, scientists, social , inventors, and much more. {@MANAR@ give examples and references, show they exist in Israel and are easy to reach) However, none(???) of these found their way to the Arabic language, at list not as far as I could seeto the best of my knowledge.
 to  read by their teacher learn that women are soft and tender, easily duped, not very smart and need the protection of a man. Both boys and girls are repeatedly told that girls are jealous

mean
 and weakso they should be kept at home w
ere a man can 

 on them 
Children’'s literature should avoid exposing young listeners to racismsexism and, violence— and so one in order not to expose young listeners to vice and ideas society perceives as wrong and negative. Literature, having such a profound influence of on the minds of young listeners, should reflect the way society should be and aspires to be, thus contributing to a child’'s mental, intellectual, and cognitive development, and should help defineing the boundaries of what is right and what is wrong, both morally and semantically (Abu Mu’'al, 2000, pp. 104-107).
Childrens literature in Arabic disseminates various important 
messages



 sexist and stereotypical messages regarding the female body

, constantly situating females in an inferior position to male figures. In this aspect, Arabic literature 
 good childrens literature. The described narrative
 do not expose the listeners to strong women 







. Girls do not have role models in these  literature does not fulfi
l its 
basic goal 
Let us ; indeed, there are several stories intended to  curiosity and thirst for knowledge develop the child’'s cognitive faculties  associated with curiosity,  knowledge and solving puzzles are never females, only males. Only boys and male figures are presented as  knowledge and  their way in the world.
Childrens books aspire to a

children a safe environment for emotional development. However, the females (grown women and girls as well as female animals) are depicted 

 and negative features. Females are labeled as submissive

bedient (e
ven to 

turn out to be bad dangerous), weak, arrogant
 indecisive, impulsive, shy
 and shameful. All these attributions may cause great insecurity in young listeners

girls are taught that they should 
not dare, that 
it is wrong to initiate, that 
 work things out on own, that inherently inferior to 

. 



eing taught that being a cause for shame, she should do as much as possible to hid herself, not to be conspicuous in any way, not to excel, not to standout, and to keep stay in the shadows so nobody is hurt. A little girl isLittle girls are instructed through literature to appreciate what is given to her them andaspire for more,— physically, economically, and emotionally. They areShe is taught that  are and therefore deserve more—they  – to win, and 

he Al-Fanoos (The Lamplight) project published and sponsored by the Ministry of Education the Harold Grinspoon Foundation and the Paris Foundation.[footnoteRef:3] Thise project in the Hebrew speaking sector (The  Library) and the Arabicspeaking sector in 2014,  encourag children to read.  [3:  See https://www.al-fanoos.org for further information.] 

As part of the project, Arabic

speaking children receive 




he books are monitored and chosen by a committee of educators, 
who seem to be interested in empowering young girls. 

 

some new plots and figures 

 ome of the female 

 in the books are positive 

, or at least, not 

 negative
. While indeed the 

l-Fanoos books seem to be moving in the right direction, 
there is 
a long way to go. In 45 of the books published todate, the main 

 is male, whereas only 22 feature a female 




many of the stories still preserve traditional gender roles. To expand, 
Tthe story “"I am Great”" (*****)(???), demonstrates the newly arisen problems: Gud, the daughter, is depicted as wonderful. However, Sshe is wonderful because she is a daughter, granddaughter, sister and friend—not. Not because of something she actually did, achieved, or worked for. Her mother is a doctor but that is not spoken aboutexpanded on Gud does not aspire to be like her, or is  complimented for  any efforther efforts to learn and achieve; s. She is complimented a sister  daughter. 
The  “"Who ill Challenge the Rabbit?”" (****)(???) is very different. The story features a turtle (depicted as female) and a rabbit (depicted as male).[@MANAR CHECK@], Tthe turtle challenges the rabbit??? aAnd wins! Another positive, strong and assertive female figure appears in “" Assume that…”" (???***). The plot tells the story of a wise mother, consulting her son on how to overcome difficulties and think positively. Thisese handful of more positive stories and is a start, but the way is still long untilthere is still a long way before one can safely say that Arabic children’s literature for children acknowledges the contribution of women to society, and recognizing the various roles they fill, and further contributesing to the development of empowered girls into strong and contributing empowered individuals.


Conclusion 
























