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[bookmark: _Hlk89847296]Proposed Title: Crescents and Croissants: 	Comment by Author: I appreciate that this is both clever and alliterative as a proposed title, but I wonder whether it pitches your book at the right level as an in-depth sociological and theological study with a likely readership in the academic, research, journalistic, and political worlds, as you go on to say it will.

There may seem to be a disjuncture between something as seriously sociological to something as prosaic as eating habits. It has also a particularly French association, but your book covers Italy too, so it seems to lack an overarching character.

I’d further suggest that “crescents” is not exclusively redolent of Islam to an English-speaking audience, at least at first. 

Does the distinction not more fundamentally arise between Islam perceived largely as a religion brought into Europe from outside and countries with, at least historically, predominantly Roman Catholic religious cultures and, especially in France’s case, a long history of laïcité too?

If you agree, at least in part, I would suggest a title that foregrounds this. Not easy I know. 

Does something length lines of Preaching Islam in Romance Lands: the Cases of France and Italy — a little boring and pompous, I know, and just an idea I felt obliged to come up with — pitch it better? Of course, you’ll be the judge.

I also wondered whether you could somehow use روم Rūm in the title as the Classical Arabic description for the non-Arabic world more broadly (not just Rome).
Preaching Islam in France and Italy

Author: Dina Lisnyansky
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 General information

[bookmark: _GoBack]Length of the Manuscript: 173 pages.	Comment by Author: I would suggest providing the publisher with a wordcount, since page length depends on the publisher’s formatting etc.. 

These specifications about the book should be moved to the end of the proposal. You should also include when you expect the book to be completed and an estimate of illustrations, figures, graphs, etc.


BOOK RATIONALE
Today Islam is the second-largest religion in Europe.  and the Pew Research Center It has identified it as  is the fastest growing religion in the world and according to Pew research centre and BBC monitoring report it is on trackexpected to become world’s largest religion by 2070.[footnoteRef:1]. 	Comment by Author: I’d suggest there’s no need to mention BBC Monitoring, who are merely reporting Pew’s findings here. Indeed, since this is a book proposal not an academic work itself, you arguably don’t need a reference at all in the context of an established fact. [1:  http://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-39279631/islam-the-world-s-fastest-growing-religion

] 

One of the main reasons for this phenomenal success of Islam’s phenomenal growth in non-Islamic Muslim-majority domains countries is the character of preaching extensive use of( daʻwa - Islamic preaching) practised by Muslim proselytisers in specific contexts.
This book encompasses is the product of detailed specific and comparative research of the phenomenon ofon the modern Islamic preachingpractices of da’wa in two different European countries- France and Italy. It analyses
The focus of this book is set on the variety of Muslims’ identities in Europe those countries and on the impact the local Islamic daʻwa practices (preaching) hasve on forming these identities in particular localities. , important topics of contemporary political, sociological, and theological interest in those two countries and far beyond. The main aim of this book is to shed light on methods of work and courses of actionBy closely examining the activities of different various daʻwa preachers in these two countries and the nature of their proselytising and practice, the book provides the basis for understanding how preachers succeedin their various techniques in spreading the faith and of in leadingbringing both Muslims and non-Muslimsothers to a closer understanding of Islam, thereby illuminating an important and sometimes controversial area of contemporary European sociology.. 
My book is situated in the context of the rise of ISIS in Syria, Iraq, and elsewhere that has led to a massive recruitment among European Muslims, most of them second- and third-generation immigrants, who are the focus of this book. This book, therefore, examines how communities and preachers grapple with ISIS ideologues and recruiters and explores the theological and sociological background of this phenomenon. 	Comment by Author: I have suggested moving this here to foreground it. It is another great reason for/angle on publishing your book that should be highlighted.



 READERSHIPeadership 


Theis book applies will be highly relevant to decision-makers, journalists, analysts, established scholars and and decision-makers as well as to students and academic scholars. Primary academic fields to whom it is likely to be relevant and is most evidently relevant to those working in are the History history of Ideasideas, Islam and politics, sociology, and Preaching IslamMuslim proselytising in the West. It will make an ideal coursebook for modules and resource for research on areas of Relevant or typical teaching courses might be Islamic Theologytheology, Muslim Identities identitiesin the West, European Islam, Islam in Europe, the the sSociology of Islam, Immigration to Europeand European migration studies.


Proposed 3. Table of ContentsBook Structure and Main Chapter Details



Preface

A Note on Transliteration

Introduction
This section sets out definitions for da’wa, how is it characterised in Islamic scripture and how the meaning of this term has changed in different historical contexts up to the present day, especially in non-Muslim-majority countries like France and Italy. 

	Comment by Author: I hope you don’t mind my suggesting slightly different titles. I was trying to make them punchier.

More importantly: Although the chapter titles do clearly suggest the scope of each, I would suggest with a little more focus on you and what you argue under each chapter title that also drills down into what periods you look at, what data, methods etc. you draw on, and, if you can, highlighting the unique content that you will provide.

From what you have given so far, the CUP assessor will have a clear idea that you have a very logical structure in mind but won’t be certain how, at least in outline, you have defined your scope and what is new about your research.
Chapter One: Daʻwa (Preaching Islam): Historical Origins and Modern Contexts.
This chapter presents the historic context of Islam in Europe, with Muslims arriving to Europe notably from the Middle Ages onward. I will foreshadow the challenges for Islam and Muslims in Europe and probe how the question of identity is central to the Muslim presence in in France and Italy, where immigrants from the Muslim states of the Middle East and Africa began to arrive in significant numbers from the 1950s.


Chapter Two: History and Demography of Muslims in France and Italy
This chapter examines the Muslim communities of France and Italy, delving into their specifics and comparing them in terms of their religion, demography, and  history of culture within the context of Muslim migration to France and Italy. After surveying the methodological challenges in researching and comparing these communities, it moves on to examines the differential ways naturalization in these host countries has progressed. To answer the important question of how these differing state approaches  have affected the identities of Muslims in them, this chapter examines local and national government attitudes in both countries and the ways different perceptions and legislation have affected their Muslim communities. 
-  History and Demography

Chapter Three: Islamic Organizations in France and Italy.
This chapter examines the various Muslim organizations and Islamic tendencies in each of these countries and the internal politics involved in their formation and development. It examines why French politicians felt the need to form a representative Muslim body, but their Italian counterparts never tried to do so. It explores the differing political traditions in these countries and their respective abilities to accept minorities as a constitutive factor for the various organizational formations in Muslim communities in them.

Chapter Four: The Struggle for the Voices of Muslim Youth: Loyalty to the State, or to the Islamic OummaUmmah? Why not or to bothBoth
?Many young Muslims in the West feel they are lead a double life with a dual identity caught between Western and Islamic values. Scholars like Ramadan and Pallavicini have argued that the two actually have much in common and that Muslims must rid themselves of their sense of being outsiders in the West. While the first wave of European immigrants congregated together to protect themselves, some believe that there is no longer a reason for today’s second- and third-generation immigrants to do so, given that they do not know another homeland. Yet, many of them still live in the same housing projects outside major cities in France, such as Sersel near Paris, subject to high unemployment and, hence, boredom and frustration. My survey of Muslim interviewees found that most felt the problems they encounter with integration are due to their socioeconomic situation. About half of the respondents expressed concern about the future of Muslims in France, especially the younger generation, due to social injustice. The chapter looks at how these issues of integration have been addressed comparatively in France and Italy. This conflict characterizes anyone who is a second generation to immigrant parents anywhere in the world. However, what distinguishes Muslim immigrants in Italy, France and other Western countries is that their Muslim culture is currently in ideological dissonance with their Western homeland.


Chapter Five: Daʻwa Activists in France and Italy: Prosopographical Portrait.
	Comment by Author: There is no summary of this chapter in your chapter summaries document, as far as I can see.

Chapter Six: Structural Features of Daʻwa in France and Italy: Structural Features.
This chapter examines the nature of da‘wa in these two countries and the role of Muslim missionaries in both from a structural perspective.

Chapter Seven: Daʻwa: - Islamic Preaching or an Islamic Mission?	Comment by Author: Again the information you drafted is, in my view, too general and does not tell the assessor why your unique insights are important, well-founded and will interest a readership. What you had drafted seems more geared to telling a prospective reader what’s in the chapter, whereas an assessor needs some of that but much more about the specificities of your research.



Conclusion

Appendixes

Bibliography
Epilogue: Dilemmas and Challenges


[bookmark: _Hlk109668283]RELATIONs TO OTHER CURRENTPublications LITERATURE, especially in Cambridge University Press:

This research is unique and currently one of its kind in terms ofin its scope, depth and scale. 
It is interdisciplinary and relates directly to two main fields:both Second second- and Third third-Generations generation of Muslim Immigrants immigrants in Europe France and Italy, (including analysis of Hybrid hybrid Identities identity Formationformation) , and Methods methods of Islamic Preachingpreaching. 	Comment by Author: Should you explain why only to them and not first-generation? There are, after all, many first-generation migrants still coming to France and Italy from Syria and Libya, for example. Of course, there is a distinct between, for example, “second-generation” and “second-wave” immigrants.	Comment by Author: The CUP (and no doubt other) book proposal guidelines also ask for detail on “the level and type of illustration required, text and pedagogical features, any digital functionality, and the intended completion date.”

For completion date, I would suggest giving an indication of how long after it has been officially commissioned you could produce a first draft. If they accept a proposal they are obviously concerned to gauge how it will fit into their advertising, publishing schedules, editing availability etc.

Re illustrations: what tables, graphic etc do you want producing? They will need to know so that they have the right professionals to take care of them in due course.

Digital functionality: does this apply? Will there be hyperlinks to external content for any e-book version, for example?

Pedagogical features: will you put “think points” perhaps at the end of each chapter for it to be used as a textbook or is that not how you see it? Please bear in mind (excuse the obvious) that books more likely to be added to university reading lists are more likely to attract publishers.
This research correlates and corresponds withrelates to the works of Aziz al-Azmeh, Joel Fetzer, John R. Bowen, Muhamad Ali, Larry Poston, Michael Kenney, H.A. Hellyer and others. It brings presents a fresh vision of the process and methods of Islamic preaching in European countries, while taking into considerationassessing the various Islamic ideologies and streams tendencies that use these methods. The research is based on a uniquely combines methodology that combines moderncontemporary analysis approaches to of Islamic scriptures, as they are being used in the techniques of da’wa conveyers, with dozens of interviews the author conducted by the author with Muslims citizens in France and Italy. 	Comment by Author: I think you need to expand on this. The publisher will want to assess how your approach continues or discontinues with the approach of each of these authors and, specifically, what new insights your work provides and what new databases and materials it uniquely describes and analyses. 

The unique character of your research, which is one of a kind in terms of breadth and scale as you say, may need further defining and calibrating for the potential publisher.

For example: Where/how does it go into more depth than others have? What new angles does it provide the reader with? What does it do that the other writers you mention do not do, do not do to the same degree, or do inadequately?

The danger, otherwise, is that you say your book is both unique but also  “corresponds” with the work of these other writers, without concretely indicating why it is worth publishing your book in particular.	Comment by Author: Does he spell it with Muhamad like this or Muhammad?	Comment by Author: You don’t need (and, I’d suggest, it’s actually unwise diplomatically) to hyperlink a reference to CUP’s own publications if you are pitching it to them.	Comment by Author: The final paragraph largely reiterates what is more appropriately already in the “readership” section above, so I’d suggest deleting it.
All together this makes innovative wide-scope research with high relevance for a large variety of target-audiences: from journalists and decision-makers to students and academic scholars.  


AUTHOR’s Credentials:
 
Dr. Dina Lisnyansky is an expert on Islam in Europe.
She is a lecturer and a research fellow in the Department of Middle Eastern Studies atin Tel Aviv University. , She is a research fellow at the EU-based International Institute for Migration and Security Research, and a visiting professor at St. John’s College, University of Oxford. 
Lisnyansky holds a PhD degree from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and has completed two Postpost-Doctoral doctoral Fellowshipsfellowships. Author of numerous publications on different aspects of Islam and Muslims in non-Muslim regions, she is also a lecturer on variety of courses, such as “European Muslims in Quest of Identity” and “Islam in Europe: Home and Away”. Being aAn immigrant from a Muslim-majority former Soviet republic in former USSR herself, Lisnyansky is has developed a deep a researcher who is fascinatedion with by understanding hybrid identities that combine different cultures and perceptions, such assomething which has prompted her focus here on Muslim minorities in the WestFrance and Italy. 	Comment by Author: You should mention some of these publications, especially if they have international audiences. You should also mention whether you lecture abroad, more specifics about any social media exposure.	Comment by Author: I’d suggest saying whether you have used any of the data in your book in this teaching. If you have it may encourage a potential publisher to see its pedagogical value more clearly.
Affiliation: Tel Aviv University, Department of Middle Eastern Studies.

