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Abstract: 
The description of the reign of Solomon in the Book of Kings is divided into two parts. The first, flattering section celebrates Solomon’s successes and presents the reader with a positive and much-appreciated figure. The second section, however, condemns Solomon and relates his failures. Scholars have debated whether the story of the Queen of Sheba (1 Kgs. 10) is part of Solomon’s success or failures. This article argues that the story of the Queen of Sheba, in its final edited form and context, presents Solomon negatively. Furthermore, I demonstrate that this pericope serves as an inclusio for the opening story of Solomon’s reign, his judgment of the two prostitutes. I will show how the narrative of the Queen of Sheba both ends the section relating Solomon’s glory, highlighting his decline, and marks the intermediate point between the two halves of his reign.

Keywords:	Comment by Author: The guidelines ask for this


Introduction
The extensive narrative of Solomon’s reign in the book of Kings opens with a positive portrait and concludes with a condemnatory one. The golden age of Solomon begins with a report of the king’s political marriage with Pharaoh’s daughter (1 Kgs. 3.1).[footnoteRef:1] Following this report, God appears to Solomon in a dream at Gibeon, framed by the narrator’s evaluation: “Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed and offered incense at the high places” (1 Kgs. 3.3). The context and formulation indicate that Solomon’s marriage to Pharaoh’s daughter did not lead him astray from the proper worship of, or devotion to, God. On the contrary, Solomon went to sacrifice to God at the high place of Gibeon and God appeared to him there and promised him immense success in his kingship.[footnoteRef:2]	Comment by Author: I could not find within the Sage guidelines how they want the references formatted. If you send me an example I will make sure all references conform to that style. [1:  Biblical quotes are based on the NRSV translation with minor adjustments.]  [2:  Grossman has suggested that through repeated readings a reader might be able to sense implicit judgment beneath the surface of these verses. See Jonathan Grossman, Ambiguity in the Biblical Narrative and its Contribution to the Literary Formation, PhD diss. (Bar-Ilan University, 2006), pp. 252–257.] 

Chapter 11 depicts Solomon in a decisively negative light. It references the king’s marriage to Pharaoh’s daughter as well, but with no political rationale. Instead, the text refers to Solomon’s affections: “King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women… Solomon clung to these in love” (1 Kgs. 11.1–2). The text then goes on to describe how these women led Solomon astray, to the point that “when Solomon was old, his wives turned away his heart after other gods; and his heart was not true to the LORD his God… So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD” (1 Kgs. 11.4–6). Consequently, God again speaks to Solomon, though this time in anger: “…I will surely tear the kingdom from you and give it to your servant” (1 Kgs. 11.11).[footnoteRef:3] Thus, the reign of Solomon commenced with faithfulness to God, where “Solomon loved God” (1 Kgs. 3.3), and ended with “King Solomon loved many foreign women” (I Kgs. 11.1). What critical point marks the beginning of Solomon’s decline?  [3:  See Amos Frisch, The Narrative of Solomon’s Reign in the Book of Kings, PhD diss. (Bar Ilan University, 1986), pp. 237–238. Frisch posits a contrastive purpose to the connection between the verses at the beginning of Solomon’s reign and the description of its conclusion. He emphasizes that this “points to difference and not to similarity… The likeness in the motifs serves to create the associative link and the parallelism that connects them, but regarding content, it indicates the clear contrast between them.”] 

Readers have struggled to identify the point of transition between the two sections of the Solomon narratives, with the debate focusing primarily on the evaluation of the story of the Queen of Sheba in chapter 10. Chapter 11 contains a clear expression of the author’s disapproval (v. 6), negative divine evaluation (v. 11), and negative prophetic evaluation (v. 33), but chapter 10 contains certain tropes that may be associated with both periods of Solomon’s reign; therefore, many scholars view chapters 1–10 as the ‘positive’ chapters and chapter 11 as the beginning of the negative ones.[footnoteRef:4] Yet, certain scholars propose an alternative view. For example, Martin Noth suggested that chapters 1–8 constitute the positive unit, whereas chapters 9–11 constitute the negative critique.[footnoteRef:5] George Savran points to 1 Kgs. 9.4 as the critical point,[footnoteRef:6] while Walsh posits that the transition from positive to negative evaluation occurs even earlier: he demonstrated that chapters 1-8.43 are formulated chiastically and claims that a close comparison between the various sections consistently shows a positive evaluation of Solomon before the building of the Temple and negative evaluation after its dedication.[footnoteRef:7]	Comment by mailshelnava@gmail.com: בחלק מהמאמרים בהערת השוליים חסרים מספרי עמודים	Comment by mailshelnava@gmail.com: אולי כדאי להסביר על מה הוא מסתמך [4:  See Michael V. Fox, “The Uses of Indeterminacy,” Semeia 71 (1994); Amos Frisch, Narrative, p. 72; idem., “Structure and its Significance: The Narrative of Solomon’s Reign (1 Kings 1:1–12:24),” JSOT 51 (1991); Henry S. Gehman and James A. Montgomery, The Book of Kings (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1951), p. 231; David Jobling, “‘Forced labor’: Solomon’s golden age and the question of literary representation,” Semeia 54 (1991); Bezalel Porten, “The Structure and Theme of the Solomon Narrative (1 Kings 3–11),” HUC Annual 38 (1967), pp. 97, 128; Pauline A. Viviano, “Glory Lost: The Reign of Solomon in the Deuteronomistic History,” in The Age of Solomon: Scholarship at the Turn of the Millennium, edited by Lowell K. Handy (Leiden: Brill, 1997), pp. 336–347. Baruch Halpern, The First Historians: The Hebrew Bible and History (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1988), pp. 144-80.]  [5:  Martin Noth, The Deuteronomistic History (Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1981). Additional scholars who view chapter 10 as a negative portrayal of Solomon include Stuart Lasine, “The King of Desire: Indeterminacy, Audience, and the Solomon Narrative,” Semeia 71 (1995), and Kim Ian Parker, “Repetition as a Structuring Device in 1 Kings 1-11,” JSOT 42 (1988), pp. 19-27, Kim Ian Parker, Wisdom and Law in the Reign of Solomon (Lewiston, NY: Mellen Biblical Press, 1992).]  [6:  George Savran, “1 and 2 Kings,” in The Literary Guide to the Bible, edited by Robert Alter and Frank Kermode (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1987), pp. 146-64.]  [7:  Jerome T. Walsh, “Symmetry and the Sin of Solomon,” Shofar 12/1 (1993), pp. 11-27.] 
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