Exposure to community violence: Mental Health Outcomes in Social Workers 
Summary comments
I have reviewed your ISF proposal and made lots of detailed comments/suggestions. I have also tried to remove redundancy to free up some space. 
Here are the ‘big picture’ issues that I think you need to work on in order to improve your ISF submission.
1) Hypotheses. Although you state the aims of your research, there are no explicit hypotheses. For example, what do you predict the differences between Arabic and Jewish social workers will be? Do you predict that Arabic social workers will be exposed (or have secondary exposure) to higher levels of CV than their Jewish counterparts, or vice versa? Similarly, what effect do you predict exposure to CV to have on psychological well-being and role stress? How will social support etc. protect against the negative effects of exposure to CV?

2) Preliminary results. I know that you do not have any, but I think future submissions (if this is one is not successful) will be strengthened by already having pilot data. These data can be used to show that (a) your program of research is showing signs of success, (b) your materials (questionnaires, interview guides) “work”, (c) you have access to your population of interest, (d) your data analytic strategy is appropriate, and (e) you have indications that your research will be able to inform the key questions you are asking (i.e., about the effects of CV on SWs).

3) Your resources for conducting the research. According to the ISF submission guidelines, this should be a 
“description of personnel and infrastructure –accessibility and availability, including for materials and archives if necessary. Proposals submitted in the humanities should also note the level of mastery of languages essential for the research.” 
I recommend discussing personnel:
a. You: your expertise and experience with quantitative and qualitative research methods, access to the community of social workers, previous research on CV.
b. Your research assistants. Who will they be? I do not mean their names, but the type of experience they will have. Will they be undergraduate or graduate students at Bar-Ilan? Post-docs? Will they be able to speak fluent Hebrew and Arabic?

4) The expected results and pitfalls. In other words, a discussion section in which you talk about what you expect your results to show, and how you can then use those results to address the issues you raised in your introduction: what will your data tell us about CV/SWs, and how can we then begin to address the issues that SWs are facing? For the pitfalls, think about the potentials problems you might encounter—will you be able to recruit participants from both Jewish and Arab populations? Will they feel comfortable talking about their first- or second-hand traumatic experiences? Will your data collection methods (your questionnaires and interviews) work? Might you need to adjust them? Of course, you have a pilot study planned to address this last issue, but what will you do if you have difficulty recruiting participants?





