
As far as I know, there is no set definition of basic research in the Humanities. Nevertheless, I believe that scholars in my field would agree that the following ten points are characteristic of it.	Comment by JA: ערן שלום. יש כאן בעיה מהותית שצריך להתייחס אליה. באנגלית אפשר לתרגם את המילה "מחקר" בשני אופנים: research  מציין את המחקר כפעולה – איסוף מקורות, ניתוחם וכו'. אולם scholarship מציין את מחקר כתוצר – מחקר כתוב הוא scholarship.
השתדלתי להתאים את המינוח להקשר אבל בבקשה לשים לב שקלעתי נכון לדבריך.
1. It involves research into a central topic that has been addressed, either directly or indirectly, by many scholars.
2. Even though many scholars have dealt with this topic, it has not been fully explored and the present state of research is notably deficient.
3. It results in scholarship based on a broad corpus of primary sources.
4. It requires its practitioner to have mastered the principles of philological-historical research and be deeply conversant with the field and related fields while possessing proven methodological competence.
5. The resulting scholarship is not limited to the discovery, collection, cataloging, and analysis of primary sources but also presents a broad intellectual-historical picture.	Comment by JA: אני תוהה מעט על הנקודה זו. הרבה "מחקרים בסיסיים" לאורך ההיסטוריה היו צנועים במסקנותיהם והסתפקו בכך. 
6. It requires many hundreds of hours of work and close cooperation between the chief researcher and his or her assistants.
7. The research is expected to produce many scholarly works that can be presented at leading scholarly fora.	Comment by JA: אלה מאוד קרובים. אולי כדאי לצרף אותם
8. The result of this research is scholarship that will become the point of departure for future scholars who address the topic. 
9. This scholarship will be relevant also to scholars who work on other topics peripheral to it.
10. This scholarship also makes a methodological contribution.

The ten points listed above as those that characterize basic research in the Humanities are all manifest in Research Proposal 256/23. The proposed research is on a central topic whose discussion is not only not yet exhausted but clearly lacking in significant ways, despite it having been addressed already by many. The proposed research will be based upon a vast assortment of primary sources whose collection, collation, and analysis will require hundreds of hours of work and mastery of philological-historical methods. These sources are the building blocks of a broad intellectual-historical picture that will (I hope) become a landmark for future scholarship in the field and related fields. The contribution of this research will thus not be limited to the specific field that it is focused upon and will advance the research on topics in a variety of fields while encouraging scholarship using a similar methodology.	Comment by JA: הוספתי כי אי אפשר להגיד סתם Research 256/23. אם לא מדובר בהצעת מחקר, אז אולי Study 256/23
Consequently, I conclude with confidence that Research Proposal 256/23 qualifies as basic research.

