Editor’s note
This issue of BeMa’aveh HaHar, volume 12, is being released early in 5783, toward the end of 2022. The volume you are holding, with its various articles, summarizes a year of ongoing research and creative work. It contains five papers that passed the review process, out of many more that were submitted to the editorial board. Two of the papers deal with underground spaces; two deal with traditions regarding sacred sites in the mountain area during the Middle Ages; and one presents a unique finding from the recent excavations on the border of the Benjamin region. 
The opening paper discusses refugees from the Romans in the Jewish Galilee region. Dr. Eitan Klein, Nir Distelfeld, and Hillel Zilberklang present five new hiding systems that were exposed, due to robberies, over the past few years in the Lower Galilee. The authors discuss the various elements and their dating, and contextualize them within historical events that occurred in the Galilee at the time of the rebellions against the Romans.
In the second paper, Prof. Boaz Zisi, Yair Tzoran, and Prof. Arsmus Gas present the results of an archeological survey that they carried out in the Basal Ruins in the Judaean plains. The authors focus on the description of an underground system, in which images of crosses and a surprising inscription were found, leading to a discussion of the phenomenon of underground martyr worship during the Byzantine era.
The third paper takes us south, to the city of Hebron. In this paper, Dr. Ro’i Marom presents various Islamic traditions from different periods that relate to the Cave of Makhpelah. The author compares these traditions to those of Jews and Christians, and concludes that the former, which had local characteristics, were influenced by the latter.
The fourth paper presents a new study on medieval traditions, this time in Jerusalem. Dr. Eyal Dodson presents the traditions of the different religions – Jewish, Christian, and Muslim – regarding the sanctity of the Mount of Olives. Based on a variety of sources, the author concludes that the Christian “ascension site” at the top of the mountain was also identified by Jewish tradition as the site from which God’s divine presence arose. That location was later adopted as an Islamic holy site as well.
The final paper in this volume deals with a rare finding, mostly ignored by scholars: smoking pipes. Dotan Traubman presents the findings of his archeological excavation in the remnants of the Ottoman village Beit Nuba in the Ayalon valley. He focuses on the numerous pipes that were unearthed in the excavation, while creating a new topology and discussing the meaning of the various decorations that appear on these pipes. This is one of the first opportunities to examine the finding of these pipes in a village site and compare it to the smoking habits in urban sites.
These papers along with others in earlier volumes of BeMa’aveh HaHar create a fertile ground and for new studies in the fields of archeology, geography, and history of the mountain areas, as well as in the field of underground spaces in all of Israel. As befits any journal of high academic standards, the papers in this volume were reviewed by an academic committee and by anonymous peer reviewers, and only those found worthy of publication were then sent for language editing. The first page of each paper list the author’s institutional affiliation, academic degree, and email address, as well as the paper’s abstract and keywords. These papers are released in both a widely distributed printed edition as well as virtually on the journal’s website. The process of reviewing and accepting papers is carried out digitally using the ScholarOne Manuscripts platform. The journal editorial board invites researchers to use that platform to send the fruit of their studies for publication in upcoming volumes, following the guidelines listed on the journal’s website.
We are pleased to thank the publication staff at Ariel University, who managed to publish this volume despite the many difficulties it entailed. First and foremost, we wish to thank Efrat Antman, who worked on the production. A hearty thanks to Dr. Amichai Schwartz for his intensive work with the ScholarOne Manuscripts platform, with the authors, and with the various reviewers. Thank you to the research department of Midreshet Harei Gofna for their ongoing help and cooperation, to Mrs. Shoshi Heisler for Hebrew language editing, and to the editors at Academic Language Experts for their English editing. Thanks, as well, to Dr. Zvi and Sigalit Orgad for the high-quality pagination, and to the graphics department at Ariel University for the cover design. A special thank you to the members of the committee and the peer-reviewers for the time and effort they invested in reading the papers and giving both evaluations and important comments, thus raising the scientific level of the papers. Of course, thank you to the authors of the papers for meeting short deadlines and for sharing their important studies with us.

Aharon Tavger and Zohar Amar
Tishrei 5783
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