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Abstract
The ability to think about the future involves multiple neurophysiological processes that occur in the brain (Bar, 2011). This cognitively complex array of neurological processes enables individuals to project themselves into the future, to predict, imagine, think about, and anticipate future events, and to plan.
Adolescents with the neurological disability Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) are characterized by impaired communication and social interaction skills, among other things (DSM-5). Recent studies have found that people with ASD have difficulties in remembering past experiences, and it seems that their cognitive skills for future thinking are also impaired (Crane, Goddard & Pring, 2011; Goddard, Howlin, Dritschel & Patel, 2007; Lind & Bowler, 2009; Shamay-Tsoory, 2010). One of the reasons underlying their difficulties in remembering past experiences is lack of self-awareness and lack of awareness of the 'other', as described in the Theory of Mind (ToM) (Lind, William, Raber, Peel & Bowler, 2013). In addition, difficulties with executive functions such as planning and working memory among people with ASD affect their ability to solve problems and make decisions about the future (Urabain et al., 2016).	Comment by ALE editor: This was not a complete sentence (For adolescents with ASD… but no conclusion to that introductory phrase). Please verify this edited version.	Comment by ALE editor: Do these studies discuss impairment of future thinking? If not, the references should follow the statement about past events. 
Innovation of the Research 
This research developed a tool to measure the ability to think about the future, intended for use among populations with moderate-low functioning ASD. This tool can be used in conjunction with other tools that test executive functions, planning, and cognitive functioning, which the research literature links to the ability to think about the future (planning). Using this tool will enable creation of a profile of levels of future thinking that includes additional variables such as prediction, working memory, inhibition and more. In addition, the tool may be used in training to improve future thinking skills.	Comment by ALE editor: Should this say “developed and tested”?
Research Objectives
The main objective of the study is to develop and test the psychometric properties (validity and reliability) of a new theory-based diagnostic tool that deals with the ability to think about the future (planning). It is intended for use among a population of adolescents with moderate-low severity ASD.	Comment by ALE editor: This largely repeats the sentence in Contribution of the Research.
Secondary objectives include using the tool to differentiate between the future thinking (planning) abilities among populations of adolescents with ASD and populations of adolescents with normative development, as well as within groups of adolescents with ASD.	Comment by ALE editor: This does not seem like it needs its own heading.	Comment by ALE editor: With various levels of functioning?
Research methods
The study participants were a random sample of 108 adolescents aged 13-18 with ASD and with normative development. The developed research tool was first given to experts who assessed its content validity and reliability. In the next step, the tool was given to the subjects, along with other validated tools, one after the other.	Comment by ALE editor: How many of each?	Comment by ALE editor: If this is to be accessible to an international audience, you may want to specify that they are in Israel, what type of school they are in, etc.	Comment by ALE editor: Do you mean the tools were given one by one? Or that all the tools were given together, to each person one by one?
Main Research Results
· The tool for measuring future thinking (planning) was found to have high reliability and convergent validity with other research tools. It was validated that this tool measures planning ability.	Comment by ALE editor: Should this be singular?
כלי מחקרי אחר	Comment by ALE editor: Is this accurate?
· The tool converges with other tools that test abilities that the research literature has found to be linked to the future thinking (planning), such as working memory, inhibition, prediction, and more.
· The tool for measuring future thinking (planning) was found to have criterion validity for linked variables such as working memory, inhibition, prediction, and more.

