This is an example which need to follow:
“Rewards should be based on merit and not ethnicity.” Discuss.
[context] Ever since its inception in 1776, the U.S.  has prided itself on being a meritocracy. Unfettered by the constraints of class and degree that marred the European experience, the founding fathers set out to establish a state in which John Locke’s concept of the tabula rasa ruled supreme: no one should be judged based on family or creed; one’s place in the social hierarchy was determined by one’s actions in the present. [transition] This mantra continues to flourish – especially in conservative, neo-liberal political circles. Critics such as Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas call social welfare “a drug” and argue against what they call the undue preference of minorities – affirmative action. [thesis] While their critique would indeed be justified were the U.S. truly a meritocracy, discrimination and evaluative judgment based on skin colour, sex and class still effectively limit American citizens’ range of choice and opportunity, proving that the founding meritocratic principle – equality of opportunity – has not been implemented. Affirmative action strategies are therefore necessary tools that guarantee a semblance of social justice and should not be revoked. 
The assignment is to write an introduction for an essay about the movie “Top Gun 1986” using the discussion points given in the class which are the following:
· Films can help interpret the social and political status quo of an era
· Films incorporate dominant beliefs about key social and political issues, opposing positions are allegorically depicted in cinematic narratives
· Films enpower an audience (secondary cinematic identification)
· Cinema provides ways of seeing and experiencing the world , expanding the experience of the viewer (living other lives)
· Critical interpretations of film can help provide understanding of contemporary culture and society
Reagan’s optimistic vision
Dominant beliefs in Reagan era
· Neoliberal ideals: privatisation, get the government out of business, the market will regulate itself = deregulation, social Darwinism
· Belief in individualism (the American Dream, the individual matters, heroes dominate
· Neoliberal economic currents paired with aggressive foreign policy (Nicaragua, Libya) 
· Binary worldview: the US vs. the USSR
· Belief in a revitalised military (healing the trauma of Vietnam?)




















[bookmark: _GoBack]“[context] Military organizations in different partsplaces of in the world useld  carry different strategies to influence and , engage specific audiences, specifically tos and persuade the young men to enlistjoin and be part of its members. In smaller countriesSome countries which are geographically small, where the context is more people are more into traditional and closer to local social values, the manipulation trigger would be to feel drawn to serving their country. A This sense of duty can arise from patriotic family values or the desire to do something meaningful. Other Mmilitary groups can also use the religionreligious beliefs ass triggers to manipulate the people, especiallyspecially the young men to make them believe that this is the right thing to do in life is to enlist join and take on the be part of their agenda of the army. [transition] Ever since the mass media was invented, the U.S.  has used Tthe media has since its inception being used by countries such as the U.S. means as a strategic powerful tool in their hands to entertain, inform, misinform andor  to send out different controlled hidden propaganda messages to manipulate targeted groupgroups. To get personnel using means of attraction for recruitment. As the influence of the mass media spread media getting powerful, the cooperation between the military and entertainment industries getting grew tighter and stronger, creating what is referred to as the military-entertainment complex. , Thesethey two parties have worked on different types of media entertainment projects, creating what is called the military–entertainment complex, where they have developed virtual reality projects, and produced movies andor P.S video games, Call of Duty (2003), for instance, is one one of the most popular games.  since years is Call of Duty. These forms of entertainmentAll these  often present a one-sided view and can affect the way audiences perceive events in reality and thereby justify political and social conflictsis to attracting people to join the army and change the perception about war and killing. Rather than reveal the ugly realities and consequences of war, media may work in the service of the military complex by appealing to the feelings of power and heroism associated with military service. The ugly truth becomes evident only after recruitment and later on in life as a veteran., to feel powerful with the machine gun hiding the ugly truth of the war, this is left to the end, for the real life and after a successfully recruiting. [thesis] Hollywood and the U.S. defense force haves a very close relationship. They have been workeding together on some movies, such as Ttransformers (date), captain Captain America (date) and, Air Force One (date).  A mMovies like Top Gun (1986) "Top Gun " is a is a good example example of thise strategic collaboration between the two as the film isit is not easily recognizable distinguished as a form of propaganda.  While Hollywood getsprovides the storylines, locations, actors and make these the jets, the military staff and the equipment and its movies visually look fantastic and  “true to life”real, the military supervises the  gets a hand to add its creative content to the transcript byto send  controlling the message ed communicated message toand shape the perceptions of the war to persuade the young Americans to join the military. By creating a real connection to what is important to them related in their culture and society. In Top Gun, aAspects such as like the popular great soundtrack, the attractive actors people in the movie,, the handsome young Tom Cruise, the “hot” female lead Kelly McGillis,, the amazing 80s fashion, the bikes, the sports cars, the jet planess, the jackets, and the sunglasses, are presented to sell a certain idea.  The visual signifiers in the film are presented  tTo associatecreate all military life with  the “feel-good vibes” visible in scenes withith the “mates” on the beach playing volleyball, and in the bar singing for the girls while wearing the navy uniform., The ideas put forth in these scenes made it seemsound like funexciting to join , to feel like a Top Gun pilot, to want to be one and be part of the militaryit. At the time, tThis movie reflecteded what many all what American men desired, butwants without ever showing the reality of the war.  	Comment by Microsoft account: I have done a simple language and grammar edit here and have hopefully done a satisfactory job.

I would suggest that you bring in the media in the first sentence, as this is an introductory paragraph and it would be great to deal with both the military and the persuasive character of the media on the minds of individuals, right at the start. 

Military organizations in different parts of the world use different strategies, such as the popular media and entertainment, to influence and engage audiences, specifically to persuade young men to enlist.

It may be useful to reconsider the discussion points and incorporate some more of those ideas into the paragraph systematically? 	Comment by Microsoft account: “more into” sounds a little colloquial for an assignment, have changed it but hope I haven’t changed your intended meaning in any way. 	Comment by Microsoft account: Suggest this 2nd part of the sentence be replaced with something like this: “people may feel more compelled to serve their country”.	Comment by Microsoft account: I have removed the word “hidden” as it changes the meaning I think you are conveying here	Comment by Microsoft account: Opted to make this two sentences as there are many ideas been communicated.  	Comment by Microsoft account: Have removed the reference to PlayStation, don’t think it hampers the point you are trying to make	Comment by Microsoft account: You can leave this out as it has been mentioned before	Comment by Microsoft account: I have placed these in italics as that is the stylistic norm for most film titles, but you can change back if this quotation mark style is followed at your institution. Usually songs, poetry, short form examples are in quotation marks while books, games and movies, standalone works, etc, are placed in italics. 	Comment by Microsoft account: “distinguished” has a slightly different connotation. “Recognised” is quite straightforward and may work better for this sentence. 	Comment by Microsoft account: I have made some significant changes here to improve the clarity of the ideas. Hopefully this is true to what you are communicating. 	Comment by Microsoft account: Not sure about this, hopefully my addition works better. 
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