Introduction
The Russia-Ukraine war – the largest military conflict in Europe since World War II – is a case in point of the interaction between a state exerting significant military force (Russia), a defending state (Ukraine), a population caught in the middle (Ukrainian), and international actors, i.e. Western nations supporting Ukraine and applying “hard” power on Russia, and Global South countries (countries in Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America), most of which have maintained strategic ambiguity, thereby providing Russia with “breathing space” amid the pressure it has faced from the West.
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The current study aims to examine how the civilian population affects the dynamics of conflict on the modern battlefield at both the strategic and operational levels, based on the case study of the Russia-Ukraine war (February 2022-February 2023). To this end, this research provides a systemic analysis of the interrelationships between the involved parties through the prism of the civilian question.
Did the interaction between the involved parties and their relations to the civilian population shape the course of the war? How did its relations with the civilian populations constrain the actions of the attacking state (Russia) and affect its achievements, and in what way did they impose the civilian population impose constraints and provide opportunities for the attacked state (Ukraine)? To what extent did the issue of civilian casualties and war crimes shape the willingness of international actors to intervene in the war? In addressing these questions, we aim to highlight the conceptual approaches of the main strategic actors in the war between Russia and Ukraine involved with regards to the civilian population in the war between Russia and Ukraine and the different leverage tools that they these actors employed during the war. Furthermore, this study seeks to identify what is new in this conflict compared to past conflicts regarding the civilian population’s influence on the dynamics of war, and how the impact of civilians may appear in future wars.
The focus of this study is the civilian population in Ukraine, which is both an active and passive participant in the war. We analyze the interrelationships between this population and the four actors involved in the war (Russia, Ukraine, the Western camp, and Global South countries). The analysis was conducted across four main dimensions: the actors’ strategic objectives, their general conceptual approach to the population in relation to these strategic objectives, their operational toolkit (informational tools, military,  and political-diplomatic actions, and economic pressure of various sorts tools) used on civilians, and the interactive dynamics between them.
We argue that in the Russia-Ukraine war, the civilian population has acted as a sub-system within the ecosystem of the war. This sub-system is becoming central in modern military conflicts.; , and it can profoundly impact the parties’ ability to achieve their strategic objectives as well as the dynamics of warfare. The Ukrainian population has been shaping multiple dimensions of the battlefield and the strategic interaction among the actors in the following ways: as a military obstacle for the attacking state, as an opportunity to weaken the enemy for the defending state, and as an active player on the battlefield and in the information sphere, and as a player whose degree of combat participation is increasingly blurred. These roles outline the dynamics of relationships among all the actors involved and deeply affect the conflict itself, particularly due to the empowerment of civilians in the digital age.
Outline
The report is composed of four chapters. Chapters 1-3 expand on the actors’ perspectives. For each actor, we analyze its strategic objectives and their implications for the Ukrainian populationpopulace; we then define each actor’s approach to civilians and the civilian question in implementing these objectives and map out the action methods used by each actor on the civilian population.
Chapter 1 will analyze the Russian side, Chapter 2 will focus on the Ukrainian government’s perspective, and Chapter 3 will discuss the international actors, with an emphasis on the Western camp, and general observations on the Global South countries. 
Chapter 4 will present the main conclusions arising from the analysis of the Ukrainian case study regarding the potential dimensions of the civilian population’s influence on future conflicts and determine recommendations for Israel.
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