Chapter Three
Folk Heritage and its Forms
Introduction
In order to draw attention to the importance of folk heritage on Palestinian children’s literature, we must first define “folk heritage” in general and “Palestinian folk heritage” specifically. We will then review the most important types of folk heritage that we will draw upon in the application section. 

Folk Heritage[footnoteRef:1] [1:  “Folk heritage” is the Arabic term recommended as a substitute for the famous foreign term, “folklore” which was first used in 1846 when British researcher Willian John Thomas recommended its usage as a name for the field that teaches customs, traditions, practices, legends, epics, and proverbs. (Serhan, p. 20; see also: Thomas 1968: 21-34); Khoury 2013: 19). In order to avoid confusion, this study will use the term “folklore” to denote the scientific study of the field of folk heritage and the Arabic term “folk heritage” to refer to the same cultural materials in the applied study.] 

The Definition
Conventionally, “folk heritage” means the material and moral heritage inherited ancestrally and includes both scholarly and daily domains.[footnoteRef:2] In his framework, scholar Ibrahim Mahawwi includes all the activities that typically classify daily nonverbal arts, such as folk music and dance, as well as verbal arts like folk songs, poetry, stories, legends of saints, riddles, jokes, and handmade folk crafts.[footnoteRef:3] Heritage is considered a vital method for linking past and present nationalism. In his book Interpreting Folklore, anthropological critic Alan Dundes maintains that heritage plays a distinguished role in bringing together the concepts linking people’s lives, history, and the impact of their existence. This concept forms one of the fundamental elements of cultural identity of all peoples. Dundes adds that heritage indicates which group of people, whatever type they may be, whose members are united by at least one factor. The nature of this common factor is not important—it could be a profession, language, or religion. What is important, however, is that that group has traditions it can call traditions.[footnoteRef:4]	Comment by Jade Al-Saraf: Perhaps "regardless of color or creed" would be  more suitable here.	Comment by Jade Al-Saraf: I recommend rewriting/elaborating for clarity. [2:  According to Al-Munasira, heritage is one level of the national and patriotic culture of a people. This level is related to the formation of emotions and spirituality, across the shifts of folk history, which is evident in its dialectical literature written by a named or anonymous individual, to become an essential part of the collective consciousness. It moves chronologically across the past, present, and future - granting it a huge emotional impact (Al-Munasira 2009: 7-9); Al-Mutawwar defines folklore as comprising the entire formation of ideas, beliefs, morals, laws, and language. It further includes all tools, instruments, weapons, and other inventions that people use to fit their lives. People receive this heritage from their parents (2007: 29-33).]  [3:  Mahawwi (2000: 16-17). For the significance of this term see: Kana’ana (1981: 25). Al-Jowhari also dedicated an entire chapter to defining the concept of “folk heritage” in his book Studies in the Science of Folklore. He gave a detailed explanation of what falls under the title of “folk heritage” (Al-Jowhari 1998: 37-58).]  [4:  Dundes 1980: 101.] 

According to the critic Roland Barthes, heritage is a scholarly and spiritual remnant from the past which he contends is necessary to draw inspiration from to employ in line with modern definitions. Literary modernity cannot continue without employing heritage.[footnoteRef:5] According to anthropologist Shelagh Weir, heritage represents the backbone of national identity or patriotism, and without it, people lose the elements of their being, as well as the justification for their existence as a people. Thus, heritage becomes a symbol of national identity, as is the case within every population and among every culture.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  Barthes 1994: 65. See also: Al-Jabiri who ascertains the importance of heritage as a unifying element for identity in Arabic communities and describes it as a component of the Arab psyche and a fundamental element for its unity. According to Al-Jabiri, heritage forms one of the pillars of cultural identity (1999: 23).]  [6:  Weir 1989: 273.] 


