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Abstract
In 1973, the Israeli government decided to establish the Service for Environmental Conservation, making it Israel’s first governmental body dedicated to a broad view of environmental issues. The aim was to prevent pollution and hazards to the land and residents of Israel. This service joined two institutional bodies that preceded it, the Nature Reserves Authority and the National Parks Authority, which were established by virtue of the National Parks and Nature Reserve Law in 1963. Together with the Planning and Construction Law from 1965, this laid the legal and administrative infrastructure for integrating environmental issues into the work of government ministries, collecting current environmental information from Israel and around the world, and promoting environmental awareness amongst the public and in the education system.	Comment by Liron Kranzler: Likewise, I do not see an English equivalent for the Hebrew name. Please confirm translation is OK
On the fiftieth anniversary of the establishment of the service, this review article describes the initial steps that led to its establishment. It highlights the work of several individuals who promoted the issue, headed by Minister Yigal Alon, MK Yosef Tamir, and the first director of the service, Uri Marinov. Using quotes from media outlets of the time and archival materials, some of which have never been published before, this review sheds light on the political and professional backdrop for the establishment of the service. It adds environmental historical information to the extensive works of Prof. Alon Tal and Prof. Uri Marinov, as well as elicits insights that may contribute to the future of environmental governance in Israel.	Comment by Liron Kranzler: Or: the press
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