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Abstract
The Ecological Crisis and Homo Mysticus	Comment by JA: לא מקובל לכתוב Mystical Man כי אסור שזה יהיה man. Mystical Humanity לא כל נשמע טוב. אולי יותר טוב: 
The Environmental Crisis and Mystical Religious Consciousness
או משהו כזה
Our relationship with the Earth has come to the forefront of public discourse due to climate change; many believe that the solution lies in education and increasing environmental awareness. This is done through transformative learning that expands our consciousness and our deepest understandings of nature, as suggested by Rudolf Steiner (2013), one of the pioneers in the field, who argued that man is inseparably connected to the rest of nature in the cosmos, and that we should seek to change human consciousness about control over nature through education. An interesting cultural critique in this context can also be found in Erich Neumann’s (2007) paper “Mystical Man,” where he argues that our relationship with the Earth is linked to the patriarchal, Christian conception of the Earth that prevailed in the Middle Ages. In this conception, the Earth, is crude and material, dark feminine matter, the evil body of the world. The Earth archetype originated in the biblical period, where the father god element dominated, while the mother goddess and nature element were repressed. The Earth archetype’s theological basis was expressed as the lowest level of the world, while the spirit is in heaven, on the male-heavenly side, connected to the divine and the higher world.	Comment by JA: אני יוצא מתוך ההנה שאתה מתייחסת למאמר שלו בשם הזה. אם כן, הוא יצא באנגלית ב1968.  ראי https://people.bu.edu/wwildman/relexp/reviews/review_neumann01.htm
The renewed desire to connect humanity and nature is currently creating communal discourse spaces for many people around the globe, through digital platforms, ceremonies, forums, and more. These connections are sometimes collectively referred to as the New Age movement. The “New Age” phenomenon is labelled in a variety of ways, as a religion, spirit, lifestyle, or social movement. In this article, I argue that these groups, working in different spaces, form a critique of Christian culture and religion that separates humanity from nature. Their call to their members to improve their relationships with the Earth and the environment is nurturing a renewed mystical religious consciousness of returning to the mother goddess.
