August 13, 2023
Graduate Student Committee, Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business & Management	Comment by JJ: It is probably best to put the full name, see below comment for link to their page in English with the full title of the faculty	Comment by JJ: https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/fom/Pages/default.aspx
Kreitman School of Advanced Graduate Studies	Comment by JJ: https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/kreitman_school/Pages/default.aspx
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 

Re: Declaration of intention for admission to the thesis track 

Dear Sir/Madam,
My name is Revi Raz, and I am writing to apply for admission to the thesis track in the Department of Tourism and Leisure Management in the Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management. By undertaking this program of study and research in a leading university in Israel, I aim to contribute to the advancement of tourism and leisure research, while remaining involved in, and helping to develop, Israeli society, particularly its more peripheral and less developed regions. I strongly believe that the Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, and the Department of Tourism and Leisure Management specifically, will provide me with the best platform to help me advance and realize these ambitions. 	Comment by JJ: Please double-check English name spelling.	Comment by JJ: We would say ‘apply for admission to’ in English.

Is this the intended meaning here?

Also is this a Master's track—if so I would say the ‘thesis track for the Master's program’ 	Comment by JJ: https://cris.bgu.ac.il/en/organisations/department-of-tourism-and-leisure-management	Comment by JJ: The above page refers to the dept as Tourism and Leisure management, but this one calls it Tourism and Hotel Management. 

https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/fom/TourismDep/pages/staff/AmirShani.aspx	Comment by JJ: In the original
"integrating into academia in Israel"
Which sounds odd in English
I think this should capture the meaning while sounding more natural - does this work for you?	Comment by JJ: The original just says "the periphery", a term used a lot in Hebrew as a shortcut to mean regions outside of the central coastal plain that are less developed and poorer.
Hebrew speakers in Israel know what the term means in this context, to me it's too vague in English
Further to my in-depth discussions with the department chair Prof. Amir Shani and faculty member Prof. Yaniv Poria, I have a good understanding of what is expected of thesis track students. I undertake to invest all the necessary resources to enable me to succeed in this endeavor and produce high-quality research, both as part of my thesis work and my doctoral studies. I believe that my extensive experience in entrepreneurship and senior management roles within the tourism industry, combined with a strong academic background, will enable me to produce valuable research with important implications for both theory and practice.	Comment by JJ: https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/fom/TourismDep/pages/staff/AmirShani.aspx

Here he is described as the department chair (as above the department has a different name here than that given on their main page… ☺️	Comment by JJ: https://cris.bgu.ac.il/en/persons/yaniv-poria	Comment by JJ: Orientation doesn't work in English 
We would say
Background
Foundations
Does this convey the intended meaning here?
Over my many years of work in the tourism and business sectors, I developed a strong desire to grow my skills as a researcher, particularly with quantitative and qualitative research methods. This ambition arose from my belief in the importance of academic research as a tool for assisting people to make informed business decisions, and for developing critical thinking as well as promoting innovation and creativity. 
I am passionate about researching global trends in tourism and leisure industries, in particular wellness, i.e., physical, mental, and social wellbeing. The tourism and leisure industries play a key role in promoting healthy checks and balances between individuals’ desires for improved wellness and modern consumption habits, especially in light of the serious environmental, social, and health challenges that humanity is currently facing. It is my belief that, through my thesis and doctoral studies, I will be able to make a meaningful contribution to the growing body of knowledge in this exciting field.	Comment by Meredith Armstrong: Please confirm the preferred form of this term, ‘well-being’ is also commonly used. 	Comment by JJ: Added by me for emphasis and flow but remove if you don't like it
In view of the above, I would like to focus my thesis work on wellness and its impact on the hotel and tourism industries, both in Israel and in a wider, global context. As a growing industry, wellness has attracted increasing attention from scholars in recent years, mainly in light of the rising demand for products and services that promote a healthy and balanced lifestyle (Chi et al., 2020). The wellness industry is characterized by a wide variety of sectors, including fitness, nutrition, mindfulness, beauty, and complementary medicine. The growth of the wellness industry worldwide is occurring amid changing conceptualizations of “health,” which is increasingly being viewed not simply as a state that reflects the absence or presence of disease, but also as a continuous improvement in an individual’s quality of life.	Comment by Meredith Armstrong: I would suggest modifying this to ‘’given’ or ‘taking into consideration’ in order to avoid repetition. 	Comment by JJ: I don't like "and more"--the fact that there may be additional elements here is covered by "including"
A number of studies have noted the significant growth and considerable economic impact of the global wellness industry, a phenomenon that has been attributed to factors such as the cost of traditional health services, aging populations, and increased adoption of the concept of preventative healthcare (Mueller and Kaufmann, 2001). The effects and impact of the growth of the wellness industry are also reflected in the tourism and hotel sectors. Tourists are increasingly seeking tourism and leisure experiences that promote a sense of relaxation, self-care, and personal growth (Kim and Yang, 2021). “Retreat” vacations, spa treatments, and visits to eco-friendly destinations have all gained popularity. The hotel industry has also been swift to respond to increasing demand and has begun to offer a variety of wellness products and services—including spas, fitness centers, healthy food menus, aromatherapy kits in guest rooms, and ergonomic furniture. Today, there are hotels that offer meditation and mindfulness sessions, “digital detox” programs, stress reduction workshops, and nature tours. Researchers estimate that in the future, we will see an increased emphasis on programs promoting mental health and emotional wellbeing, alongside the integration of artificial intelligence in health monitoring, and an increasing focus on sustainable and environmentally friendly practices (Li and Gao, 2023).
Research on the integration of wellness into the hospitality industry in general, and the hotel industry in particular, is still in its infancy. There are many possibilities for future research and scholarship that can enrich the growing body of academic knowledge in this field. My ambition is to focus my research on analyzing demand patterns for wellness tourism in hotels, with a particular emphasis on market segmentation and examining strategies for effectively personalizing wellness programs to meet the diverse preferences and needs of hotel guests. Another possible research avenue is to examine how wellness services offered by hotels contribute to guest satisfaction and loyalty, while a third area of potential focus is the potential of wellness experiences in hotels to influence behavioral change among guests, including around the adoption of healthy lifestyles. These research topics will contribute to a deeper understanding of how the concept of wellness is affecting the hotel industry, including providing fresh insights that can improve guest experiences and drive innovation as well as creativity in the tourism and leisure industry.
Thank you for your attention, and I look forward to beginning my studies on the thesis track in the Faculty of Business and Management.	Comment by Meredith Armstrong: This could be modified to ‘time’ or ‘time and consideration’. 

For example: 

‘Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to beginning my studies on the thesis track in the Faculty of Business and Management’.
Sincerely,

Revi Raz
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