
Abstract

The Few for the Many: The “Immigrant Medical Services” Organization (SHAREL) during the End of the British Mandate and the First Years of Israel (1944–1953)
Few for Many:

In the years after the Second World War, mass The "Medical Services for Immigrants" during the Yishuv Period and in the State of Israel (1944-1953)
Jewish iImmigration to British Mandatory Palestine and then the State of Israel in the wake of World War II occurred on was of an unprecedented scale. Many of the hundred of thousands of Jews who immigrated had illness  and includedor disabilities many sick and disabled people. This paper discusses The article discussesIn establishing the development of two organizations, Immigrant Medical Services (SHAREL) and Malben (a Hebrew acronym for Organization for the Care of Handicapped Immigrants), which provided  mmedical sservices  for immigrato thesents  immigrants and accompanying them between 1944throughout two significant periods between the wars and after the establishment of the state-1953. Due , due to a the lack of financial and human resourcesresources and manpower, both organizationsit relied on  was a small team of physicians and nursesthat fought for adequate health services for immigrants. They were  and was assisted by two American organizations. the two Jewish American voluntary organizations, Hadassah: The Women’s Zionist Organization of America  and the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDCJDC), which  and the aid they provided aid for displaced Jews worldwide and in Israel between 1944 and 1953. These organizations . The activities of the organizations were critical   dל during the Israel’s resource-poor first years of independence, early days of the State of Israel and enabledfacilitating the absorption immigration and settlement of tens of thousands of sick and disabled immigrantssick and disabled Jews into the young, resource-poor country. Hadassah managed SHAREL, which was tasked with , an institution that providing medical assistance toassisted all Jewish immigrants, and while the JDC managed Malben, which cared for immigrants with disabilitiesthe handicapped. The health system in young  Israel’s health system was established at this timein those days, and thus medical services for Jewish immigrants were an essential part of the the nascent state’s absorption immigrant absorption system. SHAREL and Malben demonstrated great commitment towards the hundreds of thousands of  and commitment of the Yishuv to the new immigrants who flooded Israel’s shores in the years immediately following its independence. Their work included treating and and as professionals to prevent preventing  the spread of deadly diseases like tuberculosiss and epidemics despite a shortage of manpower and resources. Israeln this area, the state owes it a great deal to these few medical professionals who did everything all they could for to safeguard the health of Jewish immigrants, often  throughthrough personal innovation and self- improvisation and sacrifice.	Comment by JJ: https://www.cjr.org/analysis/people_vs_illnesses.php	Comment by JJ: But the title and letter seem to imply that you focus mainly on one organization.	Comment by JJ: So I think that SHAREL may be an (entirely understandable) personal usage. I have looked around, and this acronym is not used anywhere, however I can find academic papers that use IMS (Immigrant Medical Services) e.g. here

https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/316/oa_monograph/chapter/3003103

I suggest using extant terminology rather than a new acronym, to help those readers who want to research further.

Also, consider citing the above paper - reviewers are may  find it and ask why
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