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November 20, 2023

To:	Prof. Josef Trapani and Prof. Lyvonne Tume, Co-Editors, Nursing in Critical Care
From:	Ronen Segev PhD, RN1, Hila Videl PhD, RN2,3 & Ahuva Spitz PhD, RN4
[bookmark: _Hlk151394490]Re: 	Manuscript: Nurses under Fire: Insights from Narratives of Community Nurses in Nnon-Hhospital Settings in the Southern Israel Conflict Zone	Comment by Susan Elster: Does this need to be part of the title? Same question for manuscript
Dear Professors Trapani and Tume,

Dear Prof. Trapani and Prof. Lyvonne!
Please find attached our submission to Nursing in Critical Care We wish to submit an original research article, entitled: Nurses under Fire: Insights from Narratives of Nurses in Nnon-Hhospital Settings in the Southern Israel Conflict Zone
for consideration for publication by Nursing in Critical Care. 
In this qualitative paper using narrative analysis, we report on civilian nurses’ experiences and insights in caring for the wounded people in a non-medical setting during the terror attack that took place in southern Israel on October 7,th, 2023. We believe the manuscript may contribute significantly to emergency and critical care preparedness.  The study is based on eight nurses’ narrative descriptions of their activity in caring for the wounded people without standard medical equipment and facilities while being under threat themselves. Textual analysis The qualitative methodology of the texts revealed two main themes and a few sub-themes that highlight nurses’ sense of mission and direct patient care under unimaginable circumstances.

[bookmark: _Hlk152186620]The findings can potentially benefit practitioners and policymakers in designing medical preparedness for civilian areas that unexpectedly become conflict zones.We believe that our findings can make a significant contribution to emergency and critical care preparedness, providing both practitioners and policymakers with critical insights and tools for designing preparedness measures suitable for non-medical settings during sudden, mass casualty events. 	Comment by Susan Elster: SUSAN D: any idea why the line ends after "to emergency" ??


We confirm that this work is indeed original and has not been published elsewhere; noreither is it currently under consideration for publication elsewhere.
Please address all correspondence concerning this manuscript to the first author, at: ronensegev@tauex.tau.ac.il.  
Thank you for your consideration of this manuscript. 


Sincerely,
RN1, Hila Videl PhD, RN2,3 & Ahuva Spitz PhD, RN4
1 Department of Nursing, The Stanley Steyer School of Health Professions, Faculty of Medicine, Tel- Aviv University, Israel.
2 Department of Nursing, Jerusalem College of Technology, Jerusalem, Israel.
3 Herzeliya Medical Center, Department of Infection Control and Quality Division, Israel.
4 Department of Nursing, Jerusalem College of Technology, Jerusalem, Israel.
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