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Press Release for Tuesday January 9, 2024 at 06:00	Comment by Allison: The Hebrew used the word 
אמברגו
But embargo does not make sense in English in this context. Since the title of the file uses the term 
הודעה-לעיתונות
I put press release here – verify it is accurate.
About NIS 23b a year is being wasted:
The Leket Annual Report reveals the extent of food waste
In 2022, excess healthcare expenditures due to food insecurity cost the Israeli economy NIS 5.2b – about 5% of the total national expenditures on healthcare.
1.4 million people in Israel live with food insecurity. The economic damage caused by the war, in addition to the tens of thousands of families who have been evacuated from their homes, will significantly worsen food insecurity among vulnerable populations.
2.6 million tons of food were wasted in 2022. Given that 30% of Israel’s agricultural land is in the area around Gaza and other conflict zones, the war will further increase food waste in the agricultural sector, due to a lack of workers and restricted access to agricultural lands.	Comment by Allison: In the revisions in the previous reports, it seems that the use of the letter m for millions and b for billions is only used to refer to money, not people or tons of food. Is that the preferred style?	Comment by Allison: This could say “fields and orchards” to avoid repetition. 
The Food Waste and Rescue in Israel Report published by Leket Israel, in collaboration with the Ministry of Environmental Protection and the Ministry of Health, and written by BDO, revealed that in 2022, an estimated 2.6 million tons of food were wasted, with an estimated value of NIS 23.1b annually. It is predicted that in the wake of this war, food waste will increase in scope, and there will be a noticeable shortage of food and rise in prices. This will directly impact people living with food insecurity, and the population in general. 	Comment by Allison: Perhaps this citation information can be moved to a footnote.
The eighth annual Food Waste and Rescue in Israel Report has been published by Leket Israel and BDO. This was the fourth year that the Israel Ministry of Environmental Protection collaborated on the Report, and the first time it was published in collaboration with the Ministry of Health. 	Comment by Allison: This repeats the information above. Can they be combined?
Clearly, it is imperative to consider the consequences of the Swords of Iron war on food waste and food insecurity in Israel, and the feasibility of rescuing food in light of current events. About 30% of the agricultural land in Israel lies the frontline war zones. About 20% of the country’s agricultural land is located in the area around Gaza, known as “Israel’s vegetable patch,” and another approximately 10% of Israel’s agricultural land lies in the frontline and conflict areas in the north.
According to estimates published in the Leket Report, in 2022 some 2.6 million tons of food were wasted, worth about NIS 23.1b. This is approximately 37% of total amount of food produced in Israel. It is possible to rescue half of this food – over 1 million tons of food fit for human consumption, valued at approximately NIS 8.1b. Further, the data indicate that 1.4 million people in Israel live in food insecurity, without regular access to healthy food.
Food insecurity is a chronic problem in the State of Israel, and it is expected to worsen due to the Swords of Iron war and its economic impacts. The war has caused, among other things, significant damage to the agricultural sector in Israel. It has increased the risk of food waste and caused higher prices of agricultural products. This is in addition to higher unemployment, and entire populations that have been evacuated from their homes. All of this exacerbates the problem of food insecurity. It is expected that there will be an increase in the number of people lacking food in general, and especially in the number of people who are unable to consume a healthy food basket.
A special chapter included in the Report summarizes, for the first time, impacts of food waste on health in Israel. The excess healthcare costs of food insecurity in Israel in 2022 were NIS 5.2b, representing about 5% of the total national health expenditures. An increase in the number of people who are unable to consume a healthy food basket will, in turn, further increase healthcare expenditures in Israel.
This reality of more people experiencing food insecurity, alongside a greater volume of food that is being wasted even during routine times, highlights the need to implement a policy tool of rescuing food and distributing it for consumption by vulnerable populations to help them cope, especially during times of crisis.
Gidi Kroch, CEO of Leket Israel: “The eighth annual Report published by Leket Israel and BDO reveals, for the first time, the impacts of food waste on the health of disadvantaged populations, including a population suffering from food insecurity, and costs of billions of shekels to the state budget. The current situation, the largest crisis the State of Israel has ever faced, further emphasizes the importance of independent food security for all citizens of the country, and for disadvantaged populations in particular. Today, more than ever, we do not have the privilege of wasting good, high-quality, nutritious, and healthy food. It is urgent that decision-makers in this country formulate plans and provide a budget to create infrastructures for food rescue, which will allow us, in the coming years, to rescue and distribute all surplus food. This will establish food security for the State of Israel and save over NIS 13b in the national budget for healthcare, environmental, and welfare expenses. When we do that, we will, as a country, take a big step forward.”
Minister of Environmental Protection, Idit Silman:
Ministry of Health:
Chen Herzog, Chief Economist of BDO and editor of the Report: “This war highlights the importance of food security during routine times and in emergencies. Last year, food valued at NIS 23.1b was thrown away. The healthcare costs resulting from food insecurity reached NIS 5.2b. This is in addition to almost NIS 4b in environmental damage. The war is increasing these costs. More agricultural produce is being wasted, while at the same time people have less purchasing power to buy food, especially those in disadvantaged populations, as a result of the economic damage of the war. 
The Swords of Iron war has caused damage to 30% of the agricultural areas in Israel, in the frontline conflict areas in the north and south. As part of the reconstruction policy that will follow the war, the economic resilience of agriculture in Israel must be strengthened. The scope of food waste must be reduced, during routine times and emergency situations. And a national policy for food rescue must be formulated. Every shekel invested in food rescue generates an economic benefit of NIS 10.6, and therefore constitutes a national investment in the effort to strengthen the economy after the war.”
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