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Dan Alon
Born 18 July 1967
Country: Israel
Occupation: Bird expert (ornithologist), zoologist and ecologist
Position (since 2023): CEO of the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel
Categories: Land of Israel: Naturalists; the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel; Ornithologists: Birding
Main entry:
Dan Alon (born 18 July 1967) is an Israeli ornithologist who has served as the Chief Executive of the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel (SPNI) since 2023.
Early Life
Dan Alon was born and raised on Kibbutz Mizra in Israel. He was educated on the kibbutz, and later in a school shared between the kibbutzim in the Valley area. At age 12, Alon took an interest in birding. Throughout most of his military service in the IDF, Alon served as a Coordinator for Education and Land Acknowledgement, and as a birding expert at the Har Gilo field school.	Comment by JJ: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mizra	Comment by JJ: Do you mean “the Jezreel Valley area” or “the Jezreel Valley Regional Council” (which is where the kibbutz is located and you can link to it on Wikipedia:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jezreel_Valley_Regional_Council

I cannot find a standard English translation that uses “Emekim” or “Valleys” in this context, so it will be harder for non Israeli readers to understand where this is located.
	Comment by JJ: I think this is what is meant, here is the English link
https://www.mitgaisim.idf.il/%D7%AA%D7%A4%D7%A7%D7%99%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D/coordinator-of-education-and-land-acknowledgment-chavaya/
Between 1983-1986, Alon worked as a volunteer on raptor migration surveys in Kfar Qasem, and from 1987-1995, he was in charge of managing the surveys. The Kfar Qasem raptor migration surveys, which began in 1977, revealed for the first time the impressive scope of raptor migration over Israel during the autumn months. For years, the surveys were used as the main tool for determining the population size of several raptor species, including the lesser spotted eagle and Levant sparrowhawk. Alon began conducting the raptor survey during his military service, and in 1988, following his discharge from the IDF, he moved the survey to the northern Jezreel and Beit Shean valley region after the outbreak of First Intifada, which made it impossible to hold it in Kfar Qasem (source/s for this paragraph?).	Comment by JJ: https://www.birds.org.il/en/article/Barak-Kfar-Qasem-Survey-is-back	Comment by JJ: NB I have looked up all the correct english names for these bird species	Comment by JJ: I think it is better to say this and be specific than just say “northern valley region”

The details are in this page

https://www.birds.org.il/en/article/Barak-Kfar-Qasem-Survey-is-back
Alon holds a bachelor’s degree in biology and science teaching from Oranim College, and a master’s degree in ecology and zoology from the Department of Zoology at Tel Aviv University, where he was supervised by Prof. Yoram Yom-Tov and Prof. Yossi Leshem. Alon’s research work focused on the ecology of overwintering cranes in Israel’s Hula Valley.
From 1995-2001, Alon managed SPNI’s Israel Ornithological Center. During this time, he initiated, led, and managed numerous projects and ventures aimed at protecting Israel’s birdlife. In 2021, Alon was appointed SPNI’s Vice President of Nature Conservation, and in 2023 became its Chief Executive.	Comment by JJ: https://www.birds.org.il/en/birding-center/The-Israel-Ornithological-Center
Alon is married to Edna Alon. The couple have two daughters and a son and live in Kfar Bilu.
Birding
Alon was involved in the campaign to encourage Israel to create a nature park in the Hula Valley, with an emphasis on birdwatching. Initial plans for this region had included the development of a number of hotels and infrastructures. These threatened to damage a stopover site for large numbers of migratory birds. After a successful public campaign, a decision was made to create a nature park. Alon worked with the Jewish National Fund and the Nahalat Hamoshavim Association to promote the planning and implementation of the Agamon Hula in 2004. The Agamon Hula includes a tourist site that serves as a key birding center due to the presence of large numbers of birds, mainly waterfowl. The Agamon Hula’s uniqueness lies in the opportunity it provides for cranes and other migratory birds to coexist alongside agriculture and tourism. Alon managed the project until 2016, during which time he initiated and spearheaded the construction of a bird ringing station in the Hula Valley.	Comment by JJ: https://agamon-hula.co.il/home-en/

Is this what is meant
In collaboration with Prof. Leshem, Alon led a project to establish a network of birding centers in Israel. The project, which was promoted as part of an April 2014 government decision, also included the creation of Israel’s ornithology portal. The portal facilitated Israel’s first citizen science framework for recording bird sightings, which later merged with the international platform at Cornell University in the United States.
During Alon’s tenure as director of the Israel Ornithological Center, SPNI joined the international organization Birdlife International, and the Nili and David Jerusalem Bird Observatory was established and upgraded. In addition, Alon initiated and managed a number of bird conservation programs in Israel, including for the lesser kestrel, bustards, the greater hoopoe-lark, and the common swift.	Comment by JJ: https://www.birds.org.il/en/birding-center/The-Nili-and-David-Jerusalem-Birds-Observatory

For spelling of name
In 2000, Alon initiated a cross-border project with organizations in the Middle East. The project was based in the Jordan Valley and funded by the European Union. As part of the project, three ornithological centers were established along the Jordan Valley: in Jordan, in the city of Jericho in the Palestinian Authority, and in the village of Rupin in Israel.
Together with partners, Alon established an ornithological center in Eilat, which later became an urban park in cooperation with the Eilat municipality, the Jewish National Fund, SPNI, the Eilat Regional Council, and the Israel Nature and Parks Authority. Alon served as a member of the park’s management team until 2021. 	Comment by JJ: https://www.kkl-jnf.org/tourism-and-recreation/forests-and-parks/eilat-bird-park/

Is this it? If so I would put its name as the Eilat Bird Park
In collaboration with ornithologist Jonathan Meyrav, Alon spearheaded the Champions of the Flyway project, which has been held annually ever since. This is an international project that has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars to for global birdlife conservation, and has also helped promote ornithological tourism in Israel. (source?)	Comment by JJ: https://theurbanbirderworld.com/in-conservation-with/jonathan-meyrav/

For spelling	Comment by JJ: when
Alon was a partner in the campaign to ban the hunting of the turtledove and the quail in Israel. The process to remove these species from the list of species that its is permitted to hunt is still ongoing. 
In 2008, as part of Israel’s 60th anniversary celebrations, Alon was one of the leaders of an initiative to choose Israel’s national bird. Over 100,000 Israelis participated in the vote, in which the hoopoe was ultimately chosen. The coronation ceremony was held at the Presidential residence in Jerusalem, with the participation of then-Israeli President Shimon Peres. The project won the Roaring Lion Award for the most effective public relations campaign of that year. (Source/s for this paragraph).	Comment by JJ: Is this the term you are looking for—it is the correct translation but in English this would be used to describe ceremonies to officially make someone a king or queen rather than a national bird
Nature preservation work
Alon has been involved in numerous campaigns to protect nature in Israel. These include the campaign against the tourism program in the Hula Valley, and the campaign against numerous plans to erect wind turbines, which pose a threat to birdlife. Alon was one of the initiators and editors of Vertebrates in Israel: The Red Book in 2002, which was designed to promote knowledge and actions to protect endangered species. In 2017, Alon was one of the initiators and editors of the updated Red Book of Breeding Birds in Israel.	Comment by JJ: https://www.amazon.co.uk/Vertebrates-Israel-Book-Amit-Dolev/dp/965904660X	Comment by JJ: https://redlist.parks.org.il/en/aves/introduction/

Is this what is meant here
In 2011, Alon led a legal campaign to include partridges and rabbits on the list of protected species in Israel. The campaign was successful, and the Israeli High Court of Justice issued a ruling banning the hunting of partridges and rabbits. (source?)	Comment by JJ: Is this what is meant as rabbits are not birds
In 2018, Alon initiated the Start-up Nature project, the goal of which to create functional wetland habitats on abandoned fishpond sites in Israel, and has been leading it ever since. As part of the project, rewilded wetland habitats have been established at kibbutz Ma’agan Michael on the coastal plain and in Emek HaMaayanot near Beit Shean.	Comment by JJ: Is this what is meant

I took this from the various documents on this I have translated in the past, it is good to give this detail here
Awards
In 2000, Alon won a special project run by Time Magazine, and was declared a Hero of the Planet alongside Nader Al Khateeb from Bethlehem in the Palestinian Authority for a cross-border project to preserve the lesser kestrel.	Comment by JJ: The link below has the article about this from 1999 not 2000	Comment by JJ: See link below which is where I got this fact from	Comment by JJ: Here is the source

https://content.time.com/time/subscriber/article/0,33009,990840,00.html

