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	SOCIAL CHANGE DOMAIN

	STRATEGIES

		Safeguarding Civil Society and Activists: The Civil Society Protection Hub 
	Advancing Religious Freedom and Fighting Religious Extremism
	Combating Crime & Violence in Palestinian Israeli Society
	Strengthening Anti-Racism Initiatives & Organizations
	Fighting the Occupation 
	Promoting Shared Society

	Advancing Equity in Land, Planning & Housing
	Strengthening Gender Equality NGOs
	Safeguarding Human & Civil Rights
	Strengthening Palestinian-Israeli Society




















	The organization was established in: 2009
	NIF Funding Type
	Past Years of Support

	General Support
	2011-2024


DA Support (in 2022): $35,214
Rapid Response Support (in 2022/23): $18,000 

Link to Organizational Website: http://bfree.org.il/
Link to Proposal: https://nif.my.site.com/Portal/a0NAb000000PTv8?srPos=12&srKp=a0N
Link to Interim Reports: https://nif.my.site.com/Portal/a0N3X000019n9Rc

	INTRODUCTION

	The overall current expected impact of the program as a strategy for advancing NIF’s overall mission of a just and democratic Israel is:  Policies against religious coercion and unequal distribution of resources as well as those supporting religious tolerance will be measurably advanced. Religious extremism in Israeli society will be reduced.


	The grantee uses strategies:
Public campaigns, advocacy, legal activity, training



	These are the goals of the organization and then some relevant benchmarks outcomes on the way to achieving the goals:
The main goal of the organization is to promote full religious freedom in the State of Israel. The Israeli public will recognize the importance of the issue and will consciously and actively support a tangible change in liberal values ​​(including women's rights, LGBT rights, religion and state).
 Desired intermediate outcomes include:
· The issues that the organization addresses comprise a central focus in the current protest and campaigns for elections in local authorities.
· Decision makers adopt the organization’s policy recommendations in the local authority/government.
· Success in curbing legislation and policies that harm religious freedom.


	Main Indicators for the grant include (among others, the total list of indicators and targets can be found in the Salesforce):
1. An increase in the percentage of marriage ceremonies conducted by Havaya.
2. The scope, involvement and quality of media coverage of the organization's activities.
3. Success in putting religion and state issues on the agenda in local elections.
4. Success in legal petitions that the organization submits on matters of religion and state.
  

	Added value of this grant (for the project and in general) include that:  
The main added value of Be Free Israel is its role as the principal infrastructure organization operating in the field of promoting religious freedom in Israel. Currently, Be Free Israel is instrumental to this effort in two main ways: first, it links liberal struggles against religious oppression (women’s and LGBTQ rights, separation of church and state) with the fight against the religious-nationalistic regression promoted by the government and other regressive forces (through initiatives such as the Pride Parade in Mitzpe Ramon, which the organization supported). Second, it brings to public attention issues that can potentially create divisions within the ruling coalition. For example, the aspiration toward a liberal society as well as the conscription law are both divisive issues that create fissures in the coalition and among the center-right voters.

	For organizations receiving support 5 or more years) Significant PAST achievements - relevant to this program or not - of the grantee since NIF began support include:
· Merger of Havaya  into the organization – the merger resulted in a substantial increase in the scope of services provided by Havaya. Today Havaya is the main organization for marriage issues that provides an alternative to 500 couples every year for a wedding outside the rabbinate. Havaya opened a door for other organizations and players in the market.
· Public transportation on Shabbat – the organization's consistent presence in the municipal space and in the struggle for public transportation on Shabbat contributed to the decision of many local authorities to open public transportation lines, so that today about one and a half million residents have access to public transportation on Shabbat.
· Contribution to making the issue of religion and state the second most important issue (after security) for the Russian-speaking public (one million people) in Israel; this is after the organization for years has been devoting a significant part of its work to working with the Russian-speaking public, including campaigns aimed at this public and training Russian-speaking activists.








	PROGRESS

	Overall Progress Evaluation:  Fully Met Expectations

Explanation re. Score: 
Despite a dysfunctional and unfriendly government, as well as the events of the war, which pushed the issue of religious freedom to the margins, the organization continued its operations. The organization managed to assert its relevance mainly through efforts focused on the conscription law, issues of gender inequality during wartime, and the struggle against liberal regression in numerous cities and towns. The organization has proven its ability to work with center-right elements as well as left-wing politicians and local dignitaries on the municipal level to enact legal changes pertaining to the dynamic between state and religion in Israel and achieve significant victories. 

Main Progress in 2022:
Outcomes:
· After a three-year-long legal struggle, accompanied by a public opinion battle led by Be Free Israel, the courts accorded Vita Rosenberg victory over the rabbinical court. They granted her a divorce despite the rabbinical court’s demand that an inquiry be made as to her Jewishness.
· The Religious Freedom Report, in its sixth year of publication, was for the first time included as a condition in coalition negotiations in two Israeli cities. Specifically, two municipal parties agreed to enter a coalition only if the city hall committed to improving their score on the report. This is evidence of the report’s success as a means of putting pressure on publicly elected officials.
· Thanks to the resistance put up by Be Free Israel and other organizations, both in the press and by appealing to the Attorney General, the pilot program proposed by Environmental Protection Minister Idit Silman to promote gender segregation in public parks was shelved.
· In 2024, half of the donations given to the organization came from Israeli donors. This attests to the great efforts made by the organization to diversify its donor base and bring the issue of the separation between state and religion to the attention of the Israeli public.

· Outputs:
· In 2023, Be Free Israel’s legal team took on seventeen cases of gender discrimination in the public space, including women who had been asked to sit at the back of the bus and women who were denied entry to a public establishment based on their attire.
· The Havaya organization registered a 10% increase in volume of activity in 2023. 530 couples chose to get married via a “Havaya—Israeli Wedding” ceremony during the course of the year. The organization estimates that the increase would have been even more pronounced if it had not been for the outbreak of the war.
· The Be Free Israel team worked in close collaboration with politicians from across the political spectrum. Among others, in 2023, meetings were held with staff members of Yair Lapid, Benny Gantz, Avigdor Liberman, and many more. Since the outbreak of the war, in connection with the “equality in the burden” issue, the association’s staff met with senior advisors on the staffs of Benny Gantz, Yoav Galant, and Yair Lapid to present them with relevant research material.
· Be Free Israel’s research and activism around the issues of the conscription law and “equality in the burden” were reported in over 100 news items in the Israeli and international press, with an additional twenty items dedicated to the subject in the Russian-speaking press in Israel. These included, notably: the organization’s estimate of the financial cost of prolonging military reserve duty at 6.8 billion NIS (reported on the front page of TheMarker); a public opinion survey conducted by the organization, which showed public support for the ideal of “equality in the burden” and even for the imposition of sanctions on Yeshiva students who refused to be conscripted (published in Nadav Eyal’s weekend column in Yediot Achronot). 
· Be Free Israel supported the Pride parade in Mitzpe Ramon (thanks to an emergency grant from the NIF)—the first major Pride event to be held in the city since the election of a Noam Party mayor.

	Particular challenges and/or significant program or organizational changes:
At the height of the war, the organization had four team members called in for reserve duty. That amounted to a third of the association’s workforce, and their absence led to severe difficulties in maintaining normal activity. The CEO of Be Free Israel was drafted into reserve service starting October 7th for about six months. In his absence, the association’s vice president served as acting deputy, and an additional position was created to support operational activity. In addition, the organization demonstrated extraordinary flexibility in integrating new projects and providing assistance to the efforts of civil society organizations. Beginning October 7, in accordance with the directives of the tax authorities and the registry of associations, Be Free Israel provided sponsorship and assistance to aid and fundraising initiatives for the war effort.

	 2022 Organizational income: $1,367,4242 
2023 Expected Organizational Budget: $1,576,214


	2023 RECOMMENDATION

	2022 Grant: $65,000
2023 Staff Recommendation: $65,000
% of NIF Grant out of Total Organizational Budget: 4%

Explain Staff Recommendation:
Despite the many challenges posed by the war and the unfriendly government, as well as the relegation of the state and religion issue to the margins of public discourse, Be Free Israel has managed to meet all the targets set for its assessment and even create significant growth. The organization has been consistently at the head of public debate about liberal issues as well as those around the conscription law and “equality in the burden.” We see it as a prominent actor in preventing religious-nationalistic regression in the State of Israel.

Recommendation of Board/Grants Committee 2023: 
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