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When all these conditions are met, the circles of excellence will expand, allowing Israel to close the gap with the top-scoring nations and position itself at a better, more competitive starting point to engage the challenges and opportunities of the second quarter of the twenty-first century. Israeli society will benefit from the impact of improved teaching, which will nurture generations of excellent, ambitious young people, endowed with the tools that will make it possible for them to work to resolve the great problems and challenges we will face.

The Solution
Many studies have shown that the quality of teaching is the most influential factor in students’ learning, which is the reason that nation which succeed in education invest in their teachers. This has shifted the profession of teaching away from the assembly line model towards an approach of clinical specialization, and moved the objective from teaching the material to teaching the student and focusing on the student’s learning.
Excellent teaching occurs when teachers have attained great expertise focused on every student’s learning. It incorporates in-depth knowledge of the discipline, a clinical approach to teaching, and practical skills. This type of teaching diagnoses the student’s capabilities and difficulties, sets ambitious goals together with the student, adapts itself to the student’s way of thinking and rate of learning, monitors the student’s progress, and provides constructive, supportive feedback.
Excellent teaching featuring these characteristics plays a special role in math and the sciences. These disciplines are abstract and are considered difficult to learn and teach. They require the construction of knowledge and skills in tandem. Learning in these disciplines requires students to understand, go in-depth, and apply their learning at a high level, and necessitates drilling, practice, perseverance, and overcoming difficulties.
Therefore, the teacher’s ability to encourage many students to persevere and succeed is a very special kind of task. It is an expertise based on personal excellence and can only be effective if applied thoroughly and systematically, while supported with openness, cooperation, and trust by a community of similar professionals continually striving for improvement in teaching and learning.

The Vision
Human talent is Israel’s most important resource. At first, the talent lay in the pioneers who made the wilderness bloom, and later in the fighters who bravely and tenaciously defended the land, the scientists who made vital breakthroughs in their fields, and the entrepreneurs who created the start-up nation. But nothing lasts forever and today, Israel’s relative advantage is at risk.
As a nation built on science and technology, Israel cannot make do with poor educational achievements, specifically a low rate of excellence. This is simply not an acceptable reality, nor is it an inevitable one. Therefore, to position itself at a better, more competitive starting point to engage the challenges and opportunities of the second quarter of the twenty-first century, Israel must close the gap in educational achievements.
The Trump Foundation has a vision: to help Israel jumpstart a national process to encourage and nurture excellence in math and the sciences. These are the fields from which scientific breakthroughs emerge; these are the fields that allow innovative technological developments; and these are the fields that will grow many of the solutions to the twenty-first century challenges in medicine, agriculture, security, and environmental protection.
We have learned that the potential for excellence is found everywhere in Israel; it crosses all populations segments and communities. We know that, in high schools, there are many girls and boys who want to and are capable of studying math and the sciences at a level of excellence, who would succeed if only we would have the insight to place the challenge before them and provide them with quality teaching.

The Opportunity
In the previous generation, the Israeli formula for success was eligibility for a high school matriculation certificate and an undergraduate degree. Today, the market is flooded with those qualifications, and the formula has changed: from eligibility to excellence. The desirable university departments open the doors to highly remunerated employment and give preference to high school graduates with a “high-quality matriculation certificate,” i.e., one that includes five units in math, English, and a science.
Excellence is another level of understanding, thinking, and application at which students make smart, creative use of the knowledge and skills they have learned to face a new, complex situation. This ability requires the acquisition of a great deal of knowledge, analytical skills and in-depth learning, as well as personal characteristics of curiosity, initiative, and communicativeness, and a value system of personal and social responsibility.
The objective of expanding the circle of excellence is within reach. Many boys and girls are prepared for the challenge, and they include all types of students: Jewish and Arab, religious and secular, those in the country’s center and those in the periphery—if only we would provide them with excellent teaching. If we can manage to do that, there is a sound chance that Israel can stop the decline in the study of math and the sciences and initiate a process of significant growth.
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The Trump Master Teacher Award
In Israel, there are wonderful teachers tirelessly doing their jobs, teachers who believe in their students’ abilities and encourage them to maximize their potential. The talent, knowledge, and experience of these excellent teachers are the foundation for any attempt to improve the overall quality of Israeli education. Israel needs these role models to map out a direction and a method, and for that to happen the public must be familiar with their art and better understand what constitutes effective teaching, so that the public’s trust in its teachers will grow.
Since 2012, the Trump Foundation has awarded a NIS 100,000 prize for excellence in teaching to math and science teachers who exemplify excellent teaching in their own careers. The winners are selected by a committee comprised of skilled teachers, experts in teacher training, and senior Education Ministry officials on the basis of the criteria for excellence in teaching delineated by the prize committee.

Criteria for Excellence in Teaching in Selecting Prize Winners
Below are the criteria by which the committee selects the winner of the Trump Master Teacher Award. We welcome your comments on these criteria and invite you to compare them to the criteria for excellent teaching used in other parts of the world.

1. Provides individual attention to every student
Is deeply familiar with the knowledge, capabilities, and needs of every one* of the students, believes in each student, sets ambitious goals for him/her, uses the teaching method best suited to him/her, closely monitors his/her progress, provides constructive, supportive feedback in real time, and support his/her learning.
2. Supports active learning in his/her classroom
Creates an educational environment in his/her classroom that allows questions, mistakes, opinions, and stances in writing and in oral debates, challenges students to tackle complex problems, constructs classroom debates based on students’ own assertions, and encourages them to respond to their peers’ stances.
[bookmark: _GoBack]3. Is an active participant in a professional community
Is a leading participant in a professional community that constantly strives to improve teaching and learning, coordinates his/her work with his/her teaching colleagues, shares his/her work, learns with them and from their shared work, mentors teachers, and provides them with practical pedagogical skills.
4. Helps his/her school run a learning support system
Helps the school’s teaching faculty and administration to formulate a concept of cooperative learning, shape routines to monitor learning progress, construct a support system for students in need, activate a teacher community focused on the students’ learning, share information with parents transparently and constructively, and create a climate of learning that enhances the quality of the teaching and learning.
5. Is an expert in teaching his/her discipline
Possesses clear, consistent knowledge of the discipline and the curriculum; demonstrates in-depth understanding of how students learn the discipline, their typical difficulties, and current theories on learning; is intimately familiar with the learning of each of his/her students, including their prior knowledge, learning styles, and rate of learning; and is skilled in assessment methods to diagnose and monitor student progress and in varied teaching methods adapted to the learning styles of every student.
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Trump Master Teacher Award Recipient for 2015
In 2015, Dr. Guy Ashkenzai, a chemistry teacher at the Jerusalem Arts and Sciences High School, was awarded the 2015 Trump Master Teacher Award. In addition to his classroom teaching, Guy is active in a professional community called “The Teacher-Researcher Program,” where he mentors young scientists who combine their academic research with high school teaching and develops learning materials.
Honorable mention was awarded to Dr. Tali Devora, a math teacher at the Katzneslon High School in Kfar Saba, and Michal Walter, a physics teacher at the Amit Atidim Educational Campus in Or Akiva.

The 2015 Award Committee
Karen Tal, Chair, former principal of the Bialik-Rogosin School in Tel Aviv
Yaron Lehavi, teacher trainer and developer of physics materials, Weizmann Institute and David Yellin College
Semadar Levi, physics teacher at Hadarim High School in Hod Hasharon and 2014 Trump Master Teacher Award winner 
Tali Nahalieli, director of masters’ program in teaching and learning and director of the Delta Program, Levinsky College
Abir Abad, chemistry teacher and honorable mention in the 2012 Trump Master Teacher Award
Ofer Rimon, director of the Science and Technology Administration, Education Ministry
Kobi Schwartzbord, physics teacher at the Leo Baeck School and 2013 Trump Master Teacher Award winner
Dalit Stauber, former Director General of the Education Ministry
Gali Shimoni, director of math at the Excellence in Teaching Institute, the Israeli Center for Excellence in Teaching

The Committee Decision to Award the 2015 Trump Master Teacher Award to Dr. Guy Ashkenazi
“Guy’s teaching is an art. He plans his lessons with remarkable precision. In his classroom, students are challenged with complex tasks that help them think independently and critically. They are given individual and group assignments that help Guy diagnose every student’s way of thinking and allow him to adapt his teaching to a student’s needs. Step by step, Guy’s students walk in the footsteps of groundbreaking researchers; they recreate experiments and discoveries that changed the world. He arouses his students’ curiosity, teaches them not to take anything for granted, and helps them understand the subject in depth. For his combination of scientific research with classroom teaching, for his uncompromising pedagogical professionalism, for providing a personal attitude that is tolerant and accepting, and for nurturing knowledge and commitment among his students and teaching colleagues, we hereby present the Trump Master Teacher Award to Dr. Guy Ashkenazi.”
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Trump Master Teacher Award Recipient for 2014
In 2014, Semadar Levi, a physics teacher at Hadarim High School in Hod Hasharon and instructor of physic teacher community leaders at the Weizmann Institute of Science, was awarded the Trump Master Teacher Award.
Honorable mention was awarded to Nelly Klar, a math teacher at the Segula Ulpana for Girls in Kiryat Motzkin, and Dr. Amnon Yosef, a physics and philosophy teacher at the Lehman High School in Dimona.

The 2014 Award Committee
Karen Tal, Chair, former principal of the Bialik-Rogosin School in Tel Aviv
Dalit Stauber, former Director General of the Education Ministry
Avraham Harkavi, researcher of math instruction, Weizmann Institute of Science
Yaron Lehavi, teacher trainer and developer of physics materials, Weizmann Institute and  David Yellin College
Yoni Amir, teacher trainer and developer of math materials, Weizmann Institute and Bar-Ilan University
Abir Abed, chemistry teacher and honorable mention in the 2012 Trump Master Teacher Award
Ofer Rimon, director of the Science and Technology Administration, Education Ministry
Kobi Schwartzbord, physics teacher at the Leo Baeck School and 2013 Trump Master Teacher Award winner

The Committee Decision to Award the 2014 Trump Master Teacher Award to Semadar Levi
“In Semadar Levi’s classroom, the students think, do, and experience physics. They sit in their chairs, wander up to the board, stand on their desks, and skateboard around the courtyard – all to see if Newton was right.
“Semadar Levi thus arouses her students’ curiosity and excitement, motivates them to think deeply, make an effort, and persevere, and imbues them with a thirst for the truth and the importance of casting doubt.
“Likewise, she also succeeds in assessing the abilities, difficulties, thought-patterns, and progress of each and every student, and can apply the most suitable teaching method to each one of them. For her integration of teaching methods that encourage many students to work hard and succeed, for leading physics teachers in Israel to assume shared responsibility for improving the quality of their teaching, for her combination of scientific and educational research with classroom teaching, and for her uncompromising professionalism, educational excellence, and good-humored manner, we hereby present the Trump Master Teacher Award to Ms. Semadar Levi.”
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Trump Master Teacher Award Recipient for 2013
In 2013, Kobi Schwartzbord, a physics teacher at the Leo Baeck High School in Haifa was awarded the Trump Master Teacher Award. 
At the official ceremony held at the Prime Minister’s Office, the prize was awarded by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Education Minister Rabbi Shai Piron. 
Honorable mention was awarded to Iris Kahana, a math teacher at the Sharet School in Netanya, and Danny Ovadia, a physics teacher at the Misgav Upper School and the Virtual High School.

The 2013 Award Committee
Karen Tal, Chair, former principal of the Bialik-Rogosin School in Tel Aviv
Dalit Stauber, former Director General of the Education Ministry
Avraham Harkavi, researcher of math instruction, Weizmann Institute of Science
Yaron Lehavi, teacher trainer and developer of physics materials, Weizmann Institute and  David Yellin College
Yoni Amir, teacher trainer and developer of math materials, Weizmann Institute and Bar-Ilan University
Abir Abed, chemistry teacher and honorable mention in the 2012 Trump Master Teacher Award

The Committee Decision to Award the 2013 Trump Master Teacher Award to Kobi Schwartzbord
“In Kobi Schwartzbord’s classroom, the students and their learning are central. They receive individual and group assignments; they experiment together, debate one another, learn from their mistakes, and attain insights, all while dealing with complex, challenging scientific issues. With acceptance and a cheerful demeanor, Kobi Schwartzbord succeeds in understanding the thought-patterns, learning styles, and learning speeds of each and every student, while diagnosing their difficulties and providing individual responses in real time. For integrating personal attention based on the belief that every student can succeed, for adapting teaching methods to his students’ needs and abilities, for creating a class atmosphere that encourages participation and debate, and for uncompromising professionalism and educational excellence, we hereby present the Trump Master Teacher Award to Mr. Kobi Schwartzbord.”
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Trump Master Teacher Award Recipient for 2012
In 2012, Nikolai Schwarz, a physics teacher and the coordinator of the science and engineering track at the ORT Comprehensive High School in Arad, was awarded the Trump Master Teacher Award. 
The prize was awarded by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Education Minister Gideon Sa’ar. Honorable mention was awarded to Dr. Abir Abed, a chemistry teacher at the Galilee High School in Nazareth, and Eyal Sinai, a physics teacher at the Rabin Municipal High School 2 in Modi’in. The teachers received a great deal of attention via the prize’s Facebook page, which was filled with hundreds of moving responses and enthusiastic recommendations for the teachers from past and current students.

The 2012 Award Committee
Karen Tal, Chair, former principal of the Bialik-Rogosin School in Tel Aviv
Michal Beller, Director General of the National Testing and Assessment Authority
Avraham Harkavi, researcher of math instruction, Weizmann Institute of Science
Yaron Lehavi, teacher trainer and developer of physics materials, Weizmann Institute and  David Yellin College
Ron Leshem, author and screenwriter
Yoni Amir, teacher trainer and developer of math materials, Weizmann Institute and Bar-Ilan University
Asher Kravitz, physics teacher and author
Ofer Rimon, director of the Science and Technology Administration, Education Ministry
Dalit Stauber, Director General of the Education Ministry

The Committee Decision to Award the 2012 Trump Master Teacher Award to Nikolai Schwartz
“In Nikolai Schwartz’s classroom, the students and their learning are central. They receive individual and group assignments; they experiment together, debate one another, learn from their mistakes, and attain insights, all while dealing with complex, challenging scientific issues. Nikolai Schwartz prepares his students for breakthrough achievements. For them, he arranges learning encounters and cooperative educational ventures with engineers working in different industries and with Air Force pilots. And as if that weren’t enough, in recent years Nikolai Schwartz has also served as the head of the Israeli student delegation that achieved impressive results in the International Space Olympics.
“For integrating personal attention based on the belief that every student can succeed, for adapting teaching methods to his students’ needs and abilities, for creating a class atmosphere that encourages participation and debate, and for interdisciplinary and multicultural educational initiatives, we hereby present the Trump Master Teacher Award to Mr. Nikolai Schwarz.”


