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Ethnography of waste-disposal workers in Israel: maleness, ethno-nationalism, [ethno-national identity?] labor relations, and environment

Description of the research topic
Most of those who engage in collecting and removing waste in Israel are male. There are more than 15,000 garbage workers in the country and 8,000 of them work in the part of the industry that collects, treats, removes, and recycles waste. Studies in recent years point to large-scale indirect employment in waste removal, cleaning work, and security. In the wake of these findings, the current study dwells on labor relations and employment, as well as the interaction of gender, class, and ethnicity that creates additional connections among various definitions of maleness and nationalism [national identity?].
The study centers on the life-stories of men in Israel who make their living by removing urban waste. Bundled into the principal question—What do the daily lives of Israel’s waste-disposal personnel look like?—is a series of research questions that operate at several levels: documentation of the experience from the workers’ point of view: What conditions led them to practice this particular occupation; what do they do within the ambit of their work, and how do they perceive their vocational sphere? maleness in a multi-marginal zone: What is their biographical and ethnonational background and how does it interact with their economic and social class? and sociology of labor: What are their terms of employment? What labor relations do they have? And what are their rights?
Research methodology:  the participant-observer method of ethnographic research will be used. Accordingly, I wish to join the urban waste-removal system as a participant-researcher and as the daughter of a father from a Mizrahi family who drove a garbage truck for many years. Thus, my aim is, on the one hand, to approach the topic from an ethnographic and reflexive research perspective and, on the other hand, to actually perform urban waste-disposal work in various locations around the country in order to make the closest possible acquaintance with the Sisyphean physical parts of the job.


