On the Trail of the Pines [On the Oranim Trail?]
The Art Institute Sculpture Garden
The Art Institute Sculpture Garden was established on the occasion of festivities surrounding the 70th anniversary of the founding of Oregon College in 1951.
As a stopover in the “On the Trail of the Pines” [On the Oranim Trail?] project, we associates of the Art Institute—students, alumni, artists, lecturers, and retirees—chose to establish this sculpture garden at the heart of the campus in order to represent us and our artistic endeavor during the Art Institute’s seventy years of existence.
In the course of those years, the Art Institute has hosted finest artists on the Israeli art scene as teachers in diverse fields: painting, drawing, etching, printing, ceramics, video photography, installation, and so on. We devoted the garden to sculpture in order to emphasize our deep connection with the local landscape and the rich nature in which creative work takes place in relation to its surroundings: pausing, contemplating, and the flow of life in the open air.
[bookmark: _GoBack]By exhibiting these spiritual and material treasures, we embody some of our most important values as educators in art.
The Art Gallery was established in 1989 in the historic building of the Art Institute, where art studies and teaching began when Oranim was founded. In its thirty years of activity, the gallery at Oranim has seen the development of a unique model of exhibition, research, study, and experimentation, and the formation of important processes that influence the art scene in Israel and engage it in dialogue.
The new sculpture garden, established on the lawns of the Art Institute on the occasion of Oranim’s 70th anniversary festivities, enriches the treasures of the spirit and culture of the venue and augments the campus by offering an encounter with original art.
The sculptures in the garden will integrate inseparably into the spatial flow of visitors to the College. The garden will also serve as a permanent venue for study of the creative endeavors of the founding artists and their successors and will inspire all who walk its paths.

