The third book of Levi ben Abraham ben Ḥayyim’s voluminous treatise, Livyat Ḥen, is dedicated to the subject of astronomical and astrological knowledge. In its twelfth chapter, Levi describes a cosmological mechanism that provides optimal thermal conditions for human life and secures the persistence of the inhabited world. Levi identifies this mechanism with God’s general providence or, at least, with one aspect of it. The main purpose of this article is to present a close study of the mechanism and describe its modus operandi, and to shed light on the providential role of the celestial bodies in Levi’s thought. The article also shows that Gersonides was familiar with the mechanism, and it offers a brief comparison of Levi ben Abraham’s mechanism with Gersonides’ naturalistic account of providence. In addition, it identifies some of the sources of the third book of Livyat ḥen, and provides insights into its character.	Comment by g: האם תוכל להסביר לי מדוע זה נחוץ כאן?	Comment by Adrian Sackson: It is not absolutely necessary, and it is difficult to explain, but I feel it is mildly more elegant this way. 	Comment by g: להשאיר את ה-TO?	Comment by Adrian Sackson: Yes.
The first ‘to’ covers ‘present’ and ‘describe’. Then we have a comma, so we need another ‘to’.	Comment by g: או להפוך את סדר הדברים:
It also identifies some of the sources of the astronomical-astrological book of Livyat ḥen, and provides\suggests insights into its character. In addition, the paper shows that Gersonides, too, was familiar with the (same?) mechanism, and (it) offers a brief comparison of Levi ben Abraham’s mechanism with Gersonides’ notion of ‘stellar preservation’.
	Comment by Adrian Sackson: I think either order is fine for an abstract. Since the previous sentence refers to the mechanism and the (current) final sentence doesn’t mention it, I think that is a (very small) consideration in favour of keeping it as it is. But as I said, I think either order is fine.

















