1 A course I can teach that is not connected to Israel
Revenge, Justice, Forgiveness: Concepts and Options for Reconciliation 
The themes of revenge, justice, and forgiveness have preoccupied humankind since its earliest days. These themes have personal contexts, but they are also relevant to the relations between states and within communities. In all these settings, they describe different ways of coping with past injustice, both on the personal level and in the setting of political and cultural conflicts between peoples or groups.
In the course we will read philosophical, literary, and personal texts reflecting different angles and aspects of these concepts. We will discuss the connections between revenge, justice, and forgiveness; their political, moral, and social meanings; and their connections and differences. For example, revenge often serves as a personal form of justice, without public scrutiny and without any defined scale open to criticism. This distinguishes revenge from penalization, which is a public tool imposed by a legal mechanism. Justice is also public; while it sometimes includes an element of revenge, this is controlled and organized, and both together are intended to restore some equilibrium that was disturbed by the act of injustice. By contrast, forgiveness does not restore the status quo ante but looks to the future. It lies beyond law and justice, and as such it embodies an element of a new start.
During the course, the students will gain a profound understanding of these concepts. The class discussions will serve to identify possibilities for reconciliation and for better future relations between nations and individuals.

2 My Philosophy of Teaching
Since I received my PhD I have taught at various institutions in Israel and abroad (New York University, Beijing Chingua University, NYU Tel Aviv, and Ben Gurion University). 
My teaching evaluations are very positive, and in my opinion this is due, first and foremost, to the fact that I enjoy the contact with the students and take an interest in them and their world. As I see it, teaching should be a two-way process of mutual enrichment between teacher and student, rather than merely a framework for the inculcation of knowledge. 
Wherever I teach, I have always been and will always be interested in hearing students’ views, due to a genuine curiosity about their opinions and the ways in which their different cultural worlds – certainly in New York or Beijing, but also in Israel – shape their attitudes and worldviews. 
Accordingly, as a teacher I regard teaching as an act of dialogue and not monologue. 
Since the courses I teach touch on various aspects of Jewish Studies – a field that by its very nature is sensitive and influenced in part by contemporary events that may occur during the learning process – I believe that it is important to enable the students to discuss the events of the week alongside the content of course. What is interesting in this context, of course, is not their particular political positions, but the attempt to place this in its context and understand it against the background of the issues studies in the course. I have no problem hearing any opinion on any subject, and even in allowing things to heat up a little in class, as long as this does not lead to personal insults. I insist on one thing only: that the students read the material and participate in class. To this end, it is important to stimulate them and to accompany the reading sources with films, guest lectures when possible, and even personal anecdotes. As a historian, history is obviously my field, but my classes always extend beyond this discipline and touch upon other fields as well: philosophy, culture, sociology, literature, and the media. After all, alongside the inculcation of the study material, an essential goal of this course (and any course) is to enrich the students with insights they can apply from Jewish Studies to other fields.
On the theme of enrichment, I believe that teachers must educate their students to listen to facts and arguments that challenge their own existing positions. The assumption is that there is no outlook – including my own, of course – that cannot be challenged and sharpened by hearing alternative ideas. At the end of the day, the true satisfaction of teaching lies in the sense that both you and your student have enjoyed an intellectual challenge.

3. Future Research
Although my research to date has focused mainly on the political sphere, I am interested in pursuing studies in the future of a more cultural and sociological character. For example, I would like to explore issues concerning the relations between Mizrahim and Ashkenazim. I identify a process of “Mizrahization” in Israeli society over recent decades, and I am interested in examining Israel as a Middle Eastern nation.
Israel has conventionally been studied as a Western outpost in the East or a “villa in the jungle.” In reality, however, it is part of the same so-called “jungle” against which it defends itself or which it fears. Israel has long ceased to be a Western enclave. Although it still includes shrinking islands of Westernization – remnants of the founding Ashkenazi elite – Mizrahi Jews now influence not only Israeli cuisine, but also popular culture (including Ashkenazim who adopt Mizrahi modes).
The argument that Israel is become more religious and less Western is a familiar one, and it can be heard today both from those who are alarmed by this trend and by those who regard it as a welcome development. However, what I wish to explore goes beyond “Mizrahization.” Building on the theme of Israel as a Middle Eastern country, I am interested in examining additional aspects of the growing resemblance between Israel and other countries in the region. Accordingly, for example, Israeli militarism should not only be examined in its own right and as a product of the Zionist setting, but also by comparison to Egypt. Israel’s ethnocentric dimension can be compared to that of Turkey. The country’s ethnic and religious divisions are reminiscent of those in Lebanon, while the growing influence of gas tycoons has some similarities with the situation in the Gulf states. Although ??? does not mention this, a regional comparison also provides context for the weakness of the left in Israel. In the surrounding countries, too, the left is supported by just a few percent of the population, while the dominant forces are nationalist and religious.	Comment by Author: בקה – add name in English
The innovation of the study lies in the fact that, in my opinion, Israeli society and research into this society should be understood in three contexts: global, local, and regional. The first two contexts are dominant among Israel scholars (and the global context is examined primarily in terms of the affinity to the West). However, discussion of the regional context is confined mainly to orientalists who focus on diplomatic and military aspects, alongside a handful of researchers from field of political science who concentrate mainly on governmental aspects. There has been little, if any, research into Israeli society in the regional context in the spheres of society and culture.
In contrast to studies undertaken up to the turn of the millennium focusing on the process of Europeanization/Americanization in Israel, I seek to explore what I refer to as the process of “Mizrahization” or even Arabization of Israeli society. I will base my argument on diverse examples from Israeli society that cannot be detailed here for reasons of space.
My principal argument, then, is that there exists an unobserved paradox. At the same time that Israel is increasingly detaching itself from the Middle East in political and diplomatic terms, it is integrating in this region in cultural terms. The Shas party, for example, is a similar phenomenon to Muslim secularism, while Israeli television programs are similar to those produced in Lebanon.
In the final analysis, it is impossible to avoid the recognition that despite the conflict that divides Israel and the surrounding Arabs, the region indeed shapes us – our agenda, language, tastes, temperament, and so forth. Accordingly, it is rather surprising that the Middle Eastern influences on Israeli society are rarely mentioned in the scholarly literature.
Research into Zionism rightly discusses the movement in depth as a Western idea that oppressed and even sought to eliminate its “Eastern” component. Gershom Scholem warned of the resurgence of the suppressed religious element in the Hebrew language. Similarly, over the past decade, as the basic Zionist ideological tension surrounding the creation of the new Jew has weakened, and against the background of renewed discussion of the relations between Ashkenazim and Mizrahim, Israel appears to be gleefully adopting a Mizrahi cultural orientation. This phenomenon is certainly related to internal ethnic contexts, but it cannot be divorced from the impact of the regional context.
[bookmark: _GoBack]At present, the process of Mizrahization is accompanied by more nationalist approach. In the long term, however, Mizrahization could create possibilities for future integration in the Middle East, including in political terms. An interesting illustration of these possibilities can be gleaned from the story of two prominent Israeli musicians, Dudu Tassa and Sarit Hadad. Both Tassa and Hadad grew up in right-wing families, but as they opened up to Arab music and began to appear alongside Arab musicians, something in their identity as Arab-Jews led them to focus more on commonalities than on distinctions. Another interesting question is the extent to which the Arabization of Israel will influence the way Israel is understood in the Arab countries. A study by Dr. Ronen Zeidel on the relations between Iraq and Israel, for example, identified strong interest among young Iraqis (on the internet, at this stage) in Israeli music and culture due to its Oriental dimension. 
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