Prof. Ronit Pinchas-Mizrachi

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
Ramat-Gan Academic College
INSTITUTIONAL ADDRESS	Comment by Author: You should add the institutional address here (for BGU, I would think).
+972-55-6643836
pinchas.ronit@gmail.com


-May 7, 2019


Profs. Marcus Robert Munafò,o, 

Editors-in-Chief 
Nicotine & Ttobacco Rresearch Journal



May 12, 2019

Dear Professor Munafòo,

I am pleased to submit an original research article entitled “A Comparative Analysis Examining the Correlations Between Gender and Socio-Economic Status and Smoking Rates among ultra-Orthodox and non-ultra-Orthodox in Israel” for consideration for publication in Nicotine & Ttobacco Rresearch.
In this manuscript, I demonstrate that there is a significant difference between smoking rates among the ultra-Orthodox population in Israel, as opposed to the general population of the country. Not only are smoking rates lower among the ultra-Orthodox, but the study also shows greater gender disparity with respect to smoking among this population. Different directional correlation between differing socioeconomic status relative to the place of residence, ultra-Orthodox or not residence, and smoking. The study is based on an anonymous database of over 30,000 Israelis from neighboring ultra-Orthodox and non-ultura-Orthodox cities.	Comment by Author: I’m not sure what this sentence means. Can you please rephrase it?
This study used an anonymous database for the years 2015-2016 of 30,170 Maccabi policy holders aged 50 years or older, of which 11,509 are listed as residing in the ultra-Orthodox city and 18,891 in the secular city in Israel.
[bookmark: _Hlk8135602]Compared to the rates of smoking according to ultra-Orthodox homogeneities, this manuscript has showed that: 
Rates of smoking are lower among the ultra-Orthodox population when compared to the general population
 The disparity between the rates of smoking for the different genders is greater within the ultra-Orthodox population compared to the findings for the general population
 Different directional correlation between differing socioeconomic status relative to the place of residence, ultra-Orthodox or not residence, and smoking.
I believe that this manuscript is appropriate for publication by Nicotine & Ttobacco Rresearch Journal, because the journal s' aimsm, among other things is to provide a forum for empirical studiesfindings papers on various the many aspects of nicotine and tobacco, including integrative in nature andresearch that crosses traditional disciplinary boundaries.

This manuscript has not been published and is not under consideration for publication elsewhere.  

Thank you in advance for your consideration, and looking forward to hearing from you soon. 


Sincerely,
Ronit Pinchas-Mizrachi, MPH, PhD  (Corresponding author)
Department of Public Health, Faculty of Health Sciences
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