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Dear Sir or Madam,

It is my pleasure to submit my application for the student exchange program at Ludwig Maximillian University in Munich for the upcoming academic year. This exchange program will allow me to focus and expand my doctoral research and to pursue other potential research directions. My time at LMU will advance my professional development, and is a rare opportunity to collaborate and build relationships with world-renowned researchers and institutions in my field. 
Although I am only beginning to formulate my own research directions, I have already realized that excellence in research is closely related to interaction 
with other researchers around the world. After completing my BA in Psychology with honors from Bar-Ilan University, I received the Rector’s Prize for Excellence from the Hebrew University toward the completion of my master’s degree. My master’s thesis addressed family conflict in the second half of life 
and focused on how various welfare regimes in Europe contribute
 to these conflicts. Currently, I am working toward a PhD in the School of Social Work at the Hebrew University under the supervision of Professor Miriam Schiff, and am also a researcher at the Israel Gerontological Data Center (IGDC). In my position at the IDGC, I am involved
 in the Survey of Health, Aging and Retirement (SHARE), a partnership with researchers from the European Union. Being part of this international project has highlighted for me the importance of collaboration across borders. 
To further grow and develop in the field, I need to learn from scholars on the cutting edge of research. Ludwig Maximillian University’s Department of Sociology is an ideal environment in which to do so. 
The department focuses on issues of social inequality and quantitative methods, both of which are central to my own research interests. In analyzing SHARE project data for my dissertation, I employ theories of inequality that suggest that the social system produces cumulative inequality over a lifetime. My primary aim in this research is to examine how the process of aging is mediated by the conditions and policies of different countries and societies; this accords with the hypothesis of the theory of inequality that a social system can increase inequality in coping with life
. Additional goals include identifying the factors that create inequality in social systems and welfare policies, and to contribute to understanding the environmental factors that lead to successful ageing. 

I am sure that by collaborating with professors and students in the Department of Sociology I can expand my knowledge of inequality in different societies, especially in Europe. In addition, I believe I can acquire advanced quantitative tools for analyzing big data.

In addition, Munich is also home to the Munich Center for the Economics of Aging (MEA), the international center for the SHARE data

. 
I am sure that my time in Munich, in particular the chance to work closely with both these institutions, will be of great benefit to my current doctoral research project, and will create new directions for research and opportunities for future collaboration.

Thank you for your kind attention and I look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely,
Michal Levinsky

�I believe this should not have a hyperlink. Is there an address?


�Perhaps better: “collaboration”


�Could you say “age-related family conflict”?


�By contribute do you mean “help to solve” or “make worse”?


�“a member of”?


�Perhaps better: “collaboration”


�I’m not sure what this means


�I think here you have to talk more specifcally about the department, and less about your own research. You need to show that there are particular professors with whom you are interested in working there.


�I think this sentence can be cut


�You should say more about quantitative methods (and less about inequality) or remove the quantitative methods section from the paragraph.


�I think you need to say another sentence about why this is important.


�“project”?
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