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  Haifa, January 2020

Dear Board Members of the ZEIT-Stiftung,
It is my pleasure to present you with the planned activities and goals of the Bucerius Institute for 2021-2023, in order to assist you as you discuss and decide on renewing the Institute’s budget for those years. In particular, I would like to draw your attention to the ongoing efforts by Mr. Amir Bar-On and myself to renew and strengthen the Bucerius Institute. Even as we continue the successful work done by my predecessors, since my nomination as director of the Institute one year ago, I have decided to expand the Bucerius Institute in new directions and to open it to new personalities.
 Our goal is to transform the Bucerius Institute into a vibrant research hub that can serve as a prestigious academic home for promising and senior scholars not only from Israel and Germany, but also from elsewhere in Europe and North America. As you can see from the list of our future activities, the Bucerius Institute aims to create an innovative and unique intellectual synergy between Israel and Germany
, which will be realized in a series of high-profile publications, conferences, and workshops.
While we are still at the beginning of our transformation, I believe that you can see from our recent activities and publications that the Bucerius Institute has already become a dynamic, collegial research institution, bringing together the best of local and foreign scholarship on contemporary Germany. Our goal is to position our Institute as a leading research center for contemporary German history, with special emphasis, of course, on German
-Jewish history. These changes have been made possible by the ZEIT- Stiftung, and we are very grateful to your faithful and unflagging support. The expansion of the Institute described in the following pages justifies, in my view, your renewed and increased support.
For the sake of clarity, in what follows I will present our planned activities along the three main lines which define the mandate of the Bucerius Institute:

1. Autonomous
 research on a wide range of topics linked to contemporary German history. 
2. The organization of academic events and academic exchanges between Israel and Germany.

3. Scholarships and support for researchers.
My deepest thanks for your attention, and I am at your disposal for any question or clarification.

Best regards from Haifa,
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Dr. Cedric Cohen Skalli 

Planned Activities of the Bucerius Institute at the University of Haifa 
for the years 2021-2023
1. Research and Publications

Our goal during 2021-2023 is to develop and publish innovative research on a wide range of topics linked to contemporary German history, with a special focus on German-Jewish history, philosophy, political science, literature, diaspora studies, and German-Israeli relations.
Here is the list of some of the research projects underway Institute scholars: 
Dr. Cedric Cohen Skalli (Director)
Main research fields: The history and future of Jewish philosophy in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, the legacy of the German-Jewish model.

While Jewish philosophy was central to the development of European thought during the Middle Ages, by the early modern period it had lost much of its social and political role. Modern philosophy was shaped at a time when Jewish and Muslim thinkers played only marginal roles. However, beginning with Moses Mendelssohn, and especially from the time of Herman Cohen (1842-1918) on, Jews, especially those of German origin, began to play an increasing role in 19th and twentieth century western philosophy. This Jewish return to the history of philosophy induced an important transformation in twentieth century thought,
 and remains an important factor in contemporary philosophy, especially in the context of its expansion and globalization.
Books: 

1. The Skepsis and Antipolitik of Gustav Landauer 
Following a successful conference held in November 2019 at the University of Haifa marking the 100th anniversary of Landauer’s death, conference papers will be collected and published in a peer reviewed volume edited by Dr. Cedric Cohen Skalli and Dr. Libera Pisano. The volume will be published as part of the Brill series Maimonides Library for Philosophy and Religion, edited by Prof. Giuseppe Veltri, director of the Maimonides Center at the University of Hamburg, in collaboration with the Bucerius Institute. Publication is expected in 2021.

2.The Rediscovery of Jewish Political Thought by Jewish German Émigrés in the 1930s
Don Isaac Abravanel (1437-1508) is acknowledged as one of the last great medieval Jewish philosophers, but also as one of the first early modern Jewish thinkers to integrate Renaissance humanism and republican ideas into his exegetical and philosophical work. However, the history of the modern rediscovery of Abravanel’s political thought, as well as its philosophical and political context after the fall of the Weimar Republic in 1933 and during first years of the Nazi regime, is largely unknown. This research project is devoted to reconstructing this important chapter in early twentieth century German Jewish scholarship. The completed book manuscript will be submitted during 2021 to major American publishing house.
Articles: 

1.The Rebirth of Jewish Political Philosophy in the time of World War: The Legacy of Hermann Cohen (1842-1918) 
This project touches upon Cohen’s novel interpretations of Jewish history, diaspora and messianism, as well as at his legacy in twentieth century philosophy in Europe, Israel, and North America. Based on archival
 research conducted at the Auswärtiges Amt in Berlin, this study will be published as a series of articles on the politicization of the Jewish concepts of diaspora and messianism during World War I and its aftermath in Germany, and the role this process
 played in the rebirth of Jewish political philosophy in the twentieth century.

2.The Question of Translation among Twentieth Century German-Speaking Thinkers (in collaboration with Dr. Anat Tzur Mehalel)
From the time of Herder and Goethe, the standardization of Hochdeutsch was considered the result of Luther’s Bible translation. This original and foundational link between translation and the German language was further developed and theorized in the seminal period of German literature and philosophy from the mid-eighteenth to the mid-nineteenth centuries. Within a century
, perceptions of the German language evolved from a “poor” language to the medium of Weltliteratur and Bildung. Relying on these two critical historical stages, this project will focus on a third conceptualization of translation among German-speaking philosophers and thinkers in the twentieth century
.

3. Jewish Art, History and the Politics of a Concept

This study examines the religious, cultural, and political debates surrounding the modern idea of Jewish art, with a special emphasis on the German-speaking zone. It focuses on the intense and complex relationships between artists, intellectuals, and collectors in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and their role in the development of modern Jewish art. The study addresses antisemitic discourse on Jewish aniconism, as well as Jewish responses to such accusations (by Buber, Cohen, Rosenzweig, David Kaufmann, Freud, and Levinas). This project dovetails with the Bucerius Institute’s new collaboration with the Hermann Struck Museum and Archives in Haifa, and its ongoing cooperation with the University of Osnabrück and the Felix Nussbaum Museum to study the archives of painter Felix Nussbaum.

Grant Application:

The Jewish Communities of Niedersachen between Germany and Israel (1949-1970): Rebuilding Jewish Life between Migration and Return (in collaboration with Dr. Sebastian Musch, University of Osnabrück)

This project focuses on the rebuilding of Jewish life in Niedersachsen after the Holocaust through the study of Jewish mobility between Germany and Israel. Based on the archives of the Jewish communities
 in Niedersachsen, the project will examine three different factors that caused people to either remain, leave, or return to Germany: personal reasons, including marriage and divorce, employment opportunities, and safety concerns; interactions with public authorit
ies and civil society; and political and societal developments in Germany and in Israel, including the establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries in 1965. By considering both German and Israeli history, we hope to gain a better picture of which factors were decisive in decisions to migrate or return, and to shed light on how the small Jewish communities
 in Niedersachsen consolidated in the decades after the Holocaust.
We are in the process of applying for a grant from the Volkswagenstiftung for this project.  
Dr. Yotam Hotam (Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Education)
Main research fields: The relations between the “secular” and the “religious” in modern thought, society, politics, and education. His research covers a variety of themes such as religion and theology in the modern secular world, secular and post-secular debates, critical theory, political theology, Jewish nationalism, and ethics.
Books: 

1. The Critical Theologies of Modern German-Jewish Thought (provisional title)
This book deals with the relations between critical analysis and theology in the writings of four influential modern German-Jewish scholars: Sigmund Freud, Walter Benjamin, Theodor Adorno, and Hannah Arendt. Specifically, it investigates how these thinkers’ inquiries into such issues as temporarity
, modernity, being, and society consistently engage with religious language and symbolism. The manuscript will be submitted for publication in
 2021.
2. The first Hebrew translation of Aby Moritz Warburg’s selected writings
, with a comprehensive introduction to his methodology (in collaboration with Dr. Adi Efal-Lautenschläger) 
Aby Moritz Warburg (1866-1929) was an extremely innovative German-Jewish art historian. Warburg worked most of his life in the city of Hamburg, where he established the renowned Kulturwissenschaftliche Bibliothek Warburg (KBW). Warburg’s lifelong project represented an art historian’s ongoing effort to achieve a methodological self-questioning
, entailing opening the disciplines to methods borrowed from philology, anthropology, and psychological and economic history. The “Warburgian tradition” continues to reverberate throughout the humanities, and he is widely considered to be the founder of the discipline of Visual Studies. This project aims to make available for the first time to Hebrew readers selected translations of Warburg’s most important writings, along with a comprehensive scholarly introduction to his life, work, and significance to art history in particular and the humanities and cultural studies in general. The manuscript will be submitted for publication in 2022.
Articles: 
1.Bildung: Liberal Education and its Devout Origins, Journal of Philosophy of Education
This article investigates the mixture of secular and spiritual aspects
 of the German Enlightenment concept of Bildung. It aims to reexamine the intimate relations between the secular, rational Enlightenment ideals of education, which were invested 
in the formation of the concept of Bildung at the turn of the eighteenth century, and the religious and mystical foundations of those ideals.

Dr. Natasha Gordinsky (Senior Lecturer, Department of Comparative Literature)
Main research fields: Hebrew, German and Russian, Literature; Migration Studies; History and Memory; Modernism; Geocriticism.
Articles: 
1. Fluid Borders and “Contaminated Landscapes”: Judith Hermann’s critical discourse on Eastern Europe
This article on the canonical German contemporary writer Judith Hermann explores the representation of Eastern Europe in her short fiction. Dr. Gordinsky argues that these stories,  published between 1998 and 2016, do not merely represent another trajectory
 of travel to countries that belonged to the Eastern Bloc during the Cold War, but rather that they offer a subtle, multilayered critique of the very concept of Eastern European space as it is perceived from the Western vantage point. The article will demonstrate how, on the cultural level, Hermann’s stories epitomize the radical change within Europe, which the eminent German historian Karl Schloegel called the Spatial Revolution of 1989, in the wake of which the idea of Europe itself was reconceptualized.

Research Project: 
German-Jewish Writers, Artists, and Intellectuals in Haifa (in cooperation with Prof. Marcel Lepper, Akademie der Künste, Berlin). 
This project aims to map the files and information on German-Jewish writers, artists, and intellectuals who came to live in the city of Haifa, stored in the archives of the Akademie der Künste in Berlin
.  
Dr. Orr Scharf (Lecturer, Cultural Studies Program)
Main research field: Cosmopolitanism.
Books:
Cosmopolitanism requires a multidisciplinary approach that explores the theoretical, historical, and cultural dimensions of multicultural encounters. Such an approach will go beyond the popular perception of cosmopolitanism as a term denoting identities, settings, and activities that promote affinity and positive interactions between cultures. Scharf will base his project on new research about the contribution of German thinkers to cosmopolitanism. 

1. Jews and the Cosmopolitan Condition
A monograph
, will be published in 2022 
2. Nebulous Affinities: Walter Benjamin’s Jewishness Revisited, an anthology 
(in collaboration with Dr. Caroline Sauter, Goethe University
)
Articles:

1. Franz Delitzsch’s Hebrew New Testament and the Protestant Revival of Hebrew

2. The Scientific Study of Christianity and the Christian Foundations of Science. in 19th Century Germany

3. The Orientalizing Jew: Martin Buber between East and West

Dr. Sharon Livne (Research Fellow, Teaching Associate in the Department of Jewish History and the Haifa Center for German and European Studies)
Main research fields: German-Israeli relations in the academy, education, economy, and culture.
Articles: 

1. Fruitful Commerce: The Citrus Trade in Israeli-German Relations
The project traces the citrus trade between Palestine/Israel and Germany from the 1920s to the 1980s. The study will identify several milestones in this economic relationship: its emergence, the 1933 Transfer Agreement, the boycott on Nazi Germany, the establishment of diplomatic relations in 1965 and its effect on the Israeli citrus export to Germany, and the reduction of trade following the entry of additional countries into the market. Central to the study will be the symbolic meaning of citrus fruits and the economic significance of commerce in them for the relations between the two countries.

2. The Symphony Orchestra, between Israel and Germany
The Palestine Symphony Orchestra was established in the mid-1930s, and, following the establishment of the State of Israel, was renamed the Israel Symphonic Orchestra. Since its founding, many of the orchestra’s musicians have been German-Jewish immigrants. In the 1950s and 1960s, it faced multiple dilemmas in the face of Israel’s changing relations with Germany, including whether to perform in Germany or play works by German composers. The study seeks to examine these dilemmas as they came to the fore during the rapprochement between Germany and Israel in those decades, and their implications for other artistic and cultural domains.

 

3. Israel as the Representative of the Jewish people: Holocaust, Politics and International Law 
The study will examine how the State of Israel sought to become the official representative of the Jewish people. It will examine the political, legal, and economic aspects of this process from the late 1940s through the 1950s, in the context of the young state’s development in the shadow of the Holocaust.

Dr. Balazs Berkovits (Post-Doctoral Fellow)
Main research field: Antisemitism. 
Book: 

1. Social Criticism and the Jewish Problem.
This study is situated at the intersection of the philosophy of social science and antisemitism studies. It aims to investigate the reemergence of the “Jewish problem” in contemporary works of social and political criticism by unearthing its theoretical-philosophical foundations and conditions of possibility. The main goal of the project to examine these academic disciplines, established in the last three decades, which can be classed under the heading “activist social science.” These disciplines include “critical whiteness studies,” “critical race studies,” “colonial settler studies,
” and so on. How do these disciplines construe “Jewish whiteness” and imagine “Israeli settler colonialism?” How and why does the “Jewish problem” reemerge in critical works in these disciplines, and what are the methodological and discursive means by which they strive to achieve their critique? The project’s objective is to examine and criticize 
the type of critique these “activist” disciplines put forward. In so doing, the study will mainly rely on the works of the Frankfurt School, especially those by Horkheimer, Adorno, and Habermas that specifically address the problem of critique. The manuscript will be submitted to Indiana University Press during 2021.
Articles: 

1. The question
 of “whiteness and Jews" 
This topic has become a popular both in public debates and academic research. Within this discursive framework, Jews are excluded from the multicultural space of other-dominated ethnic groups, and
 are reframed as part of the oppressive and racist majority. This representation poses the “Jewish question” anew, although on a seemingly anti-racist basis. Turning to critical theory in this discursive situation, and especially to Adorno’s works on antisemitism (The Dialectic of Enlightenment) and his essays on critical social science (Critical Models), is crucial in order to disentangle antisemitism from racism (and from color) and to understand that linking Jews with whiteness not only equates them with power and influence, but also transforms them into the epitome of power, a well-known trope of classical antisemitism

Grant Applications:
Dr. Berkovits has submitted a grant application, together with Dr. Matthias J. Becker (HCGES and Freie Universitat, Berlin), to the Zentrum für Antisemitismusforschung (ZfA) at the Technical University Berlin. The proposed project aims to trace and analyze implicit antisemitic and racist discourses on the internet in the framework of an interdisciplinary cooperation between social scientists, linguists, and computer scientists. Their initial research has focused on the comment sections and Facebook pages of certain German, French and British journals
.  
Mrs. Silvana Kandel-Lamdan (Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Jewish History):
Main research field: The intellectual exchange between modern German-Jewish thinkers and Latin American liberation theology.
Articles: 

1. A comparison between Ernst Bloch, Johan Baptist Metz and Gustavo Gutierrez’ uses of the Hebrew Bible.
2. Enrique Dussel’s claim: liberation theology has completed the revolution dreamed by Gustav Landauer and Walter Benjamin. 
3. Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Jewish theological inspirations.



Mr. Niv Perelsztejn (M.A. Candidate, Department of Jewish History):
Main research field: Philosopher Emanuel Levinas and the German intellectual tradition.
Articles: 

1. The Talmudic Readings as Polemics: “Text” and “commentary” between Emmanuel Levinas and Gershom Scholem
This article will consider the first of Levinas’ Talmudic Readings 
on rabbinic messianic writings (1960-1961), as a polemical answer to Gershom Scholem's 1959 article “Zum Verständnis der messianischen Idee in Judentum.” The article will not only focus on these two texts themselves but will also address Scholem’s critical comments on a 1947 letter from Levinas where he states that the difference between the two thinkers lies in their attitudes toward Jewish “text” and “commentary.”
2. From German Captivity to Liberated Paris: Emmanuel Levinas' “Jewish” thought after the Holocaust
While in German captivity at the Stalag XIB - Fallingbostel during World War II, French soldier and philosopher Emmanuel Levinas began drawing the fundamental guidelines and first drafts of what would become, after the war, his famous books De l'existence à l'existant and Le Temps et l'Autre. This article aims to demonstrate and analyze how the experience of captivity and liberation affected the place of Judaism in his thought. Similarly, it intends to highlight the similarities between Levinas’ two “returns” to France from Germany: first in 19XX
, carrying the philosophical “message” of his teachers Husserl and Heidegger, and the second, after his liberation, carrying the ethical and eschatological “message” of his new conception of Judaism.
Mr. Hovav Akiva Cohen: (M.A. Candidate, Department of Jewish History):
Main research Field: Hannah Arendt.
Article:
1. What if Arendt was Wrong
?

This article examines how the concept of conscience develop in Hannah Arendt’s thought in the 1970s. Focussing on two motifs in her writing during that time: the “voice” of conscience and the “personality” of conscience, the article demonstrates that Arendt’s changing attitude towards conscience reflects a broader shift from politics to a more philosophical approach centered around the life of the mind in her later writing.
2. Academic Events

During 2021-2023, the Bucerius Institute intends to organize at least twenty-five academic events every year, including research seminars, workshops, conferences, guest lectures, and academic courses. While the majority of these events will be hosted solely by the Institute, others will be conducted in cooperation with other departments, or other universities in Israel, Germany, and other countries. All events will be open to all university faculty and students, since the Institute makes great efforts to insert partially 
these event in academic courses offered by the Haifa Center for German and European Studies, the Cultural Studies Program, the Department of Jewish History, the Gender Studies Program, and the School of Political Science.
We have provided in what follows a few examples of our planned events. Each event brings together distinguished German and international scholars, faculty members from Israeli universities, and young Israeli researchers and students. 
Research Seminars: 
1. Contemporary German Philosophy and History (Conducted by Dr. Cedric Cohen Skalli) 

This seminar is planned as an annual, international gathering on contemporary German philosophy and history that will bring together leading researchers from Israel, Germany, and the world to discuss philosophical and historical sources. Our inaugural seminar in 20XX
 was devoted to a comparative study and discussion of the year 1968 from a German perspective, and the second was devoted to the rebirth of Jewish Philosophy in Germany in the early twentieth century and its later spread to Palestine and the US.
2. The Hispano-American Reception of Walter Benjamin (Conducted by our Adjunct Researcher Silvana Kandel-Lamdan)
Walter Benjamin is much in vogue in Latin America. After the first reception of his work there in the late 1950s, over the last twenty years the number of commentaries and studies on Benjamin has increased exponentially, all of which are marked by the unique historical contexts of Latin America. This seminar will deal with Benjamin’s concepts of history, messianism, and eschatology as interpreted by Latin American thinkers and scholars. It will focus particularly on the revolutionary context of the 1960s and 1970s; the later reexamination of Benjamin with the return to democracy in countries like Argentina, Mexico, and Spain; and the contemporary neoliberal political reality. 
3. German Jewish Thought at Vatican II (Conducted by our Adjunct Researcher Silvana Kandel-Lamdan)
This seminar will focus on the Jewish and German-Jewish contexts of the Second Vatican Council (Rome, 1962-1965) is considered to be one of the Catholic Church’s major turning points in modern times. Significant changes in doctrine and apostolate 
were approved at the Council. One of these changes dealt with the church’s relationship to the Jewish people, while another was the adoption of the concept of “the signs of the times” (Matt. 16, 3), which referred to the Church’s newly initiated attempt to positively recognize history and the impact of human intervention on historical progress. The idea that critical events 
create new opportunities for human progress directly links the priests with
 twentieth-century Jewish thinkers—including Hermann Cohen, Franz Rosenzweig, Ernst Bloch, and Walter Benjamin—who were responsible for the development of the concept of historical messianism in European thought. 

Dr. Orr Scharf intends to organize an annual seminar on different aspects of his current research on cosmopolitanism.

4. Weltliteratur and Cultural Appropriation (Conducted by our Research Fellow Dr. Orr Scharf with Professor Abigail Gillman, Boston University), 2021.
5. Empire and Religious Pluralism (Conducted by our Research Fellow Dr. Orr Scharf with Dr. Alexander van der Haven, Bergen University, Norway), 2022.
6.Wissenschaft and Power (Conducted by our Research Fellow Dr. Orr Scharf), 2023.

7. Antisemitism and the Left: The Question and Critique 
of “False Universalism” from Marx to Habermas (Conducted by our Post-Doctoral Research Fellow Dr. Balasz Berkovits). 
The main speaker at this seminar will be Professor Philip Spencer (Birkbeck College, UK).


Conferences: 

1. Our Senior Fellow Dr. Yotam Hotam is cooperating with the Faculty of Protestant Theology at the University of Vienna and the Verein der Freunde Religioeser Bildung in organizing two international conferences on the topic Love and Education: Theological Sociological, Philosophical and Historical Perspectives. The first will be held in April 2020 in Vienna, and the second will be held in Haifa in 2021, in partnership with the University of Haifa’s Faculty of Education.
2. Our research fellow Dr. Natasha Gordinsky will host an annual International Conference on German Literature. The first of these conferences, entitled Kafka Today, was organized in 2019, and she is now planning a conference on Poetry and Responsibility to be held in 2020.  
Guest Lectures:
The Bucerius Institute plans to invite five to seven distinguished German scholars and personalities 
annually to give public lectures on German history and culture. These guest lectures will be organized in collaboration with other departments and institutes at the University of Haifa.
Yearly Bucerius Lectures:
In collaboration with the ZEIT-Stiftung, the Bucerius Institute invites and hosts a prominent German personality
 to deliver the annual Bucerius Lectures held during the yearly meeting of the University of Haifa’s Board
.
Faculty and Student Mobility:
We plan on continuing and expanding faculty and student exchanges with German and European universities. The Bucerius Institute is already engaged in various exchange programs with the following universities: TU Berlin, FU Berlin, the University of Potsdam, LMU Munich, the University of Osnabrück, the University of Hamburg, the University of Vienna, University of Flensburg, Catholic University of Eichstätt-Ingolstadt, the Dubnow Institute in Leipzig, EHESS in Paris, and the Hanna Arendt Institute at the University of Verona.  

The Bucerius Institute also offers an academic framework for researchers from abroad who come to Haifa for their research projects. For instance, Professor Cornelia Wilhelm (LMU) will be hosted at the Institute in 2021 as part of her digital humanities project MIRA Plus: German Refugee Rabbis in the United States and Palestine/Israel after 1933. This project aims to establish a full-fledged digital research portal on this refugee group, with new source materials (textual and digital audio and video), a collection of articles exploring the transnational lives and careers of these refugees, and active crowdsourcing
 and cooperation with the community and local archives for additional digital and textual information. Our institute will also serve as the academic home for a German PhD candidate
 who will work on a monograph on the last generation of the German rabbinate in Palestine/Israel. 
Other Events - The Bucerius Institute also supports numerous other kind of events and initiatives, including movie screening and stage productions.
Media Activities: 
The Bucerius Institute has revamped its website. The site is now updated and more user-friendly, including for those viewing on mobile phones. 

Through our Facebook page, we send updates to our more than 1800 friends about our activities and news. We are continuingly enlarging the pool of our Facebook friends.  
3. Scholarship and Support 

As in past years, the Bucerius Institute will continue to support its researchers and scholars (MA and PhD students, as well as post-doctoral researchers) in their work on German history and culture. In the past year, the Bucerius institute has increased its pool of scholars and thereby broadened its research horizons. This policy will continue during 2021-2023. The financial support given to our researchers enables them to travel, to visit archives und libraries in Germany, to participate in international conferences, and to edit articles and books; the support of the Bucerius Institute is recognized in all of these publications. Each year we support some 15 projects, mainly by Israeli scholars.
For promising young German researchers, the Bucerius Institute wants to revive the Lahnstein Scholarship. This short-term scholarship of up to three months and 4000 Euro is meant for visiting scholars from Germany who will undertake an innovative study in Israel and publish it, giving credit to the Lahnstein Scholarship and the Bucerius Institute.
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