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Letter of Recommendation for Dr. Sebastian Musch

April 11, 2020
Dear Professor Corey L. Williams and Members of the Hiring Committee,
 It is my pleasure to write this letter of recommendation for Dr. Sebastian Musch. I have known Dr. Musch for more than seven years and have closely followed his remarkable academic development. The words of praise that follow are not based on a vague acquaintance and occasional engagement with his scolarly work, but on years of continual exchanges and meetings. 
While a Ph.D. student at the Hochshule für Jüdische Studien at Heidelberg, during the year 2013-2014 Sebastian received a scholarship to develop his research under my supervision at the University of Haifa. We worked together during that year and continue to collaborate on a number of projects. Among other examples, last November, Dr. Musch came to Haifa and participated in an international conference that I organized on the life and work of Gustav Landauer. 
In addition, Dr. Musch was in frequent contact with me about his dissertation research, which focused on Jewish responses to Buddhism in German culture from the late nineteenth century to 1940. During that time, I was continually impressed by his work and his theoretical sophistication in framing this innovative project. Now having had the opportunity to read his published book, Jewish Encounters with Buddhism in German Culture (2019), I can safely say that he has succeeded in the difficult task of opening a new avenue in German-Jewish Studies by engaging with the interreligious and intercultural encounters of German Jewish intellectuals. By focussing on this under-researched topic and by mobilizing a incredibly wide range of primary and secondary sources in multiple languages, he has not only rediscovered forgotten players in German-Jewish culture, but also shed new light on the cultural positioning of central figues like Martin Buber and Franz Rosenzweig. As you know, such achievements are rare for a dissertation in German-Jewish Studies, or any field. 
His dissertation work amptly demonstrated how Dr. Musch’s combination of vast knowledge of sources and methodologies and his experience with primary sources, gained through his research in numerous archives, libraries, and research institues all around the world. Dr. Musch´s new project on Rabbi Hermann Helfgott-Zvi Asaria 
(1913-2002) indicates another aspect of his academic profile: his ability to navigate the difficult terrain of the Shoah
 and the tangled post-war histories of Israel and Germany. Dr. Musch is very familiar with both the Israeli and German academic landscapes and resources, and is in a unique position to produce an innovative, transnational Jewish biography of Asaria
. In my eyes, Dr. Munsch’s dual studies on German-Jewish intellectuals and Buddhism and Asaria show that he is a gifted scholar not only of Jewish Studies, but also of Diaspora Studies.


Aside from testifying to Dr. Musch’s great scholarship, I can confidently say that his wide-ranging knowlegde of Jewish history and thought will make him a versatile addition to the department as a teacher, a leader of research projects, and a colleague. In my own collaborations with Dr. Musch, I have also been impressed by his ability to identify new research opportunities and to design research projects that are awarded prestigious international grants. Last but not least, I cannot overstate Dr. Musch congenial personality and his strength in building positive relationships with students, faculty, and administrators.

In the light of these remarkable qualities, I am pleased to strongly recommend Dr. Musch for a position in your department
.
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Dr. Cedric Cohen Skalli
Director – Bucerius Institute for 

Research of Contemporary German 

History and Society
University of Haifa 
�This title is not strictly necessary. 


�I would recommend including a few words about this figure, who is unknown to me at any rate.


�You might say here “Holocaust Studies”


�Why? If we knew more about Asaria, this point would be stronger.


�You never mention the university and department where he is applying. That might be a helpful addition and will make it sound less like a form letter.
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