
What Makes 'Mekorot' Unique?
Establishment, Impact and Activity of the National Water Company (1937-1948)

Given the Land of Israel's unique hydrology, rulers and communities throughout history have had to develop water projects and delivery systems. Zionism's goal to expand agriculture and field irrigation in Jewish settlements during the British Mandate demanded an increased water supply. The article deals with the founding and activity of the Mekorot water company as representing the change in the Zionist movement’s approach toward water in the 1930s. Even before the company's founding, water companies had been at work in the country’s Jewish sector. The article explains how Mekorot achieved the status of national water company. Against the backdrop of land settlement, security events, and His Majesty's Government's Palestine policy, the article traces Mekorot's activity and expansion from regional activity to country-wide operations.	Comment by editor: Can we just say the British government’s
[bookmark: _GoBack]The article focuses on the contribution of the institutions-in-the-making to land settlement, education, welfare and security matters; however, as regards water development, there is more there than meets the eye. Mekorot's story is essentially the story of the crystallization of the Zionist water economy in the Yishuv. I show that Mekorot looked beyond the construction and operation of water facilities. As the struggle for the future of the country reached its climax, it began planning water facilities at the national level. The transition to this level of planning testifies to the company's maturity and ability to carry out extraordinary national tasks.  
