Table 1: Characteristics of Interviewees
	Characteristic
	N

	Gender
	9 males
4 females


	Role*
	2 hospital directors
1 hospital deputy director 
5 heads of divisions at a hospital or in the Israel Ministry of Health 
1 deputy director of Israel Ministry of Health division of health clinics (HMOs)
2 heads of schools of medicine and public health 
1 senior member of the Israel Medical Association (IMA)
4 chairs of IMA union branches


	Field of specialization
	5 – medical leadership
4 – public health 
3 – internal health
2 – pediatrics
1 – ophthalmology (vision)
1 – surgery 
1 – anesthesiology
1 – family medicine
1 – infectious disease


	Description of workplace
	6 – hospitals
4 – academia
3 – community healthcare 
2 – Ministry of Health

	Population sector	Comment by ALE editor: This might seem odd to an international audience. If it is not directly relevant to the article, perhaps it is not necessary to include.
	11 – Jewish
2 – not Jewish


* Total is greater than the number of interviewees, since many have more than one position / specialization or place of employment 


