Critique of Theology
I. Rationale
The return of religion and religiosity on almost all social, cultural, and political fronts that has informed the academic agenda of the last two decades. is marked by In particular, there has been a growing scholarly interest in the relations between secularism and religion, politics and theology, Messianism and modernity, and faith and social theory. Leading scholars such as Jürgen Habermas (“Notes on Post- Secular Society”, 2008) and Charles Taylor (A Secular Age, Harvard UP, 2007) were among the first to argue for a post-secular social reality (HebramsHabermas), or to new challenges to the “hegemony of the mainstream master narrative of secularization” (Taylor). From a social science perspective, Brian Turner (The New Blackwell Companion to the Sociology of Religion, Oxford, 2010) evokedpivotally argued for a “religious turn,” by which he meant that religion and theology playhave assumed a major role in modern political life. Gieorgio Agamben (State of Exception, Chicago UP, 2003) and Salavoj Zizek (The Monstrosity of Christ: Paradox or Dialectic, MIT Press, 2009) wrote extensively on the relations between modern politics and theology, showing the extent to which the concept of political -theology is still relevant to secular thought.	Comment by Author: I would prefer ‘levels’.	Comment by Author: Please delete the space after the hyphen.	Comment by Author: Why no UP here? I would suggest removing the UP for all presses (i.e., Harvard, Chicago, MIT, etc.)	Comment by Author: This should be Slavoj (and in the family name there are accents over the two ‘z’s).	Comment by Author: These should be two separate words, without a hyphen.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This development is especially visible in the overlapping fields of modern Jewish history, philosophy, culture and thought. In the lastThe past twenty years there ishave seen a growing volume of works attentive to the role of religion and theology in modern Jewish experience, especially when it comesin relation to the interplay between modern Jewish history and European history, Jewish religious sources and western secular thought. Impacting tThe development of these fields of study has been are especially influenced by the seminal works of David Biale, Not in the Heavens: The Tradition of Jewish Secular Thought (Princeton UP, 2011), Benjamin Lazier, God Interrupted: Heresy and the European Imagination between the World Wars (Princeton UP, 2008), and Peter E. Gordon,’s recent Migrants in the Profane: Critical Theory and the Question of Secularization (Yale, 2020)., that show iIn a variety of ways, these titles show the fundamental position of theology in secular Jewish thought. Additional importantOther works that have made a significant contribution to this discussion with the introduction of further developed new and innovative ideas relating to the relation of Jewish secular thought to theology areinclude Hent de Vries’s Minimal Theology: Critiques of Secular Reason in Adorno and LevinasLevians and Adorno (John Hopkins UP, 2005), Daniel Langton’s The Apostle Paul in the Jewish Imagination (Cambridge, 2014), and Kenneth Seeskin’s Jewish Messianic Thoughts in an Age of Despair (Cambridge, 2014). In this context, my own study Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National Thought (Routledge, 2013) was one of the first to offer a comprehensive reading of the Zionist political -theology. 	Comment by Author: As before.

