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On the 16th of Av in the year 5777, corresponding to the 8th day of August 2017, in the presence of family and friends in Mendocino County, California, Rachel Erin Ruach, born of Laurie Jean Whiteside and William Ruch, and Zelig Shalom Golden, born of Annette Silver and Michael Golden, affirm this covenant between them:
 
We enter into a lifelong marriage as a path of cultivating harmony, joy, and creativity. We pledge to uplift each other’s gifts, support each other’s evolution, hold each other in hard times and celebrate each other in good times. We pledge to ever deepen our intimacy and build a home based in love, truth, respectful communication and self-responsibility. We commit to mutual support and full participation in each other’s lives, cultivating peace within ourselves and bringing peace into our home. We entrust ourselves to the guidance of our anchors and elders in times of need.
 
We place Spirit at the center of our marriage, embracing Judaism, indigenous wisdom and the natural world as guiding pillars. We support each other’s individual spiritual paths as we cultivate a unified path together. We guard each other’s physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual well being as well as that of our children. We mutually share assets and debts, managing resources responsibly and generously, acknowledging that tending home and family is of great value. 

We build and tend a beautiful family together, treating each other’s family members with care and respect. We deploy the gifts of our union to serve the health and vitality of our community. We support each other during life’s winter and time of dying by carrying out each other’s last requests, protecting each other’s dignity and faithfully caring for each other until the end. 

We affirm this as a living document to be mutually updated according to the sound evolution of our lives together. This holy covenant is valid and binding.


