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Academic year 2020 – 2021 (Hebrew year 5781)
Course / Module title: Dismantling Culture
Lecturer: Dr. Bina Nir
Semester: A + B (year-long)

Course code: 23983
Format: Seminar
Number of hours: 6 
Number of credits: 6 
Course days and times: Tuesdays from 10:00 to 12:15
Prerequisites: Exemption level English. Passing the compulsory courses: Quantitative Methods in Communication, Qualitative Research in Communication, and a Proseminar on Academic Prose in Communication. 	Comment by ALE Editor: I wrote this translation of 
"פרוסמינריון בתקשורת"
based on the course summary on p. 13 of this link:
https://www.yvc.ac.il/wp-content/uploads/1/2020/10/%D7%AA%D7%A7%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%AA-%D7%AA%D7%A9%D7%A4%D7%90-26-1.pdf

Office reception days and times: Mondays from 13:00 to 14:00
Email: binan@yvc.ac.il
Background:
Personal identity and the culture into which one was born are inextricably linked. Culture consists of psychological structures that determine how individuals and groups direct their behavior. In other words, culture is based on socially determined patterns of meaning, which direct how human beings perceive, behave and act. Cultures are worldviews, systems of thinking and principles according to which actions can be initiated. Analyzing and ‘dismantling’ culture is an interpretive science that seeks out meanings. During the seminar, we will analyze and dismantle cultural structures as they are expressed in cultural products such as films, television series, literature, poetry and more. The work of the seminar will be based on the study of cultural structures – in the topics chosen by the students – as reflected in the selection of cultural products.



Course Objectives:
A. Provide students with basic knowledge about cultural structures.
B. Provide students with tools for analyzing cultural patterns.
C. Provide students with basic skills for "dismantling" cultural patterns in diverse cultural products.
D. Provide students with knowledge of the interrelationships between cultural roots and contemporary patterns.

Learning outputs:
Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:
1. Identify cultural patterns.
2. Independently read scientific literature relevant to the research topic.
3. Formulate an appropriate research question and suggest a feasible research process.
4. Distinguish between various expressions of cultural patterns.
5. Link in-depth patterns to contemporary cultural products.
6. Perform a cultural narrative analysis of films, literature, and works of art.
7. Write a seminar paper.

Teaching methods:
The course will include frontal lectures with demonstrations of films, artwork and literature. There will be discussions, personal meetings, and presentations by students.

Course requirements:
1. Attendance is mandatory. A student can be absent for up to three meetings (with or without approval) per semester, and for no more than a total of six absences during the entire year. The final grade will be decreased by five points each for the seventh and eighth absences (excluding service in the military reserves). Missing more than eight sessions during the year will lead to disqualification in this course, according to the regulations.
2. Active participation in lectures and discussions.
3. It is the student's responsibility to coordinate at least two personal meetings with the facilitator prior to the presentation of the report and two meetings afterwards.
4. Reading the required material prior to each session.
5. Presentation of a report during the second semester is a condition for submitting the seminar paper.
6. The seminar paper must be prepared and submitted by the student, unless otherwise approved by the lecturer.
7. Submission date of the seminar is September 30, 2021
8. Passing grade for the seminar - 60.

Assessment:
1. Weight of active participation in seminar meetings and presentation of the report: 20%
2. Weight of the seminar paper: 80%

First semester
Lessons 1-2: Introduction – Culture and Civilization
Compulsory reading:
Huntington, S. (2003). Clash of Civilizations (pp. 3-90). Shalem Center.	Comment by ALE Editor: Since no format was indicated I standardized these in APA style. Since publisher location is no longer required by APA, and since only some items had the publisher’s location, I deleted this information from all the items.
Recommended reading:
Gandhi, M. (2001). Indian self-government (pp. 247-252) In M. Keren (Ed.), History of political thought. Vol. 2, Readings. The Open University.
Lesson 3: Cultural structures and their roots
Compulsory reading:
Weber, M. (1984). Protestant Ethics and the Spirit of Capitalism (pp. 19-34) Am Oved Publishing.
Lessons 4-5: "Dismantling" Culture
Compulsory reading:
Nir, B. (2016). Why genealogy? (pp. 18-24). In B. Nir, The Failure of Success: A Genealogy of 'Success' and 'Failure' in Western Culture. Risling Publishing.
Gurevitz, D. (1998). Postmodernism as a Critical Term. In Postmodernism: Culture and Literature at the End of the 20th Century (pp. 78-99). Dvir Publishing.	Comment by ALE Editor: Is there an editor for this book?
Recommended reading:
Rusink, S. (2004). Nietzsche: Between Genealogy and Criticism. In A. Tzemach (Ed.), Iyun: A Philosophical Quarterly (pp. 409-427) The Hebrew University, Bergman Center for Philosophical Studies.
Geuss, R. (2002). Genealogy as Critique. European Journal of Philosophy, 10(2).
Lessons 6-7: Personal meetings      
Lesson 8: Cultural Structures in Films
Compulsory reading:
Nir, B. (2020). Biblical Narratives in INTERSTELLAR. Journal for Religion, Film and Media (JRFM), 6(1), 53-69.
Lessons 9-11: Cultural Criticism in Literature
Compulsory reading:
Saramago, J. (2000). Blindness. United Kibbutz Publishing.	Comment by ALE Editor: Not relevant to this translation, but I have been trying to read this book for months!
Tolstoy, L. N. (1999). The Death of Ivan Ilyich and Other Stories (P. Kriksonov, trans.) (pp. 9-59). United Kibbutz Publishing.
Camus, A. (1985). The Stranger. Am Oved Publishing.
Lessons 12-13: Cultural Criticism in Poetry
Compulsory reading:
Szymborska, W. (1996). The end and the beginning (R. Weichert, trans.). Gvanim Publishing Ltd.
Recommended reading:
Bertolt, B. (2000). Poetry of Political Exile: A Selection of Poems 1914-1956 (H. Benjamin, trans.). Exclamation Mark Books, published by the United Group.
Szymborska, W. (1998). Turn of the Century (R. Weichert, trans.) Keshev Poetry Series.
Lesson 14: Preparing for Presentations
Personal meetings between students and the facilitator will be held during the semester break.


Second Semester
Lesson 1: Cultural Criticism in Art
Compulsory reading:
Nir, B. (2019). Western apocalyptic time and personal authentic time. Journal for Religion, Film and Media (JRFM), 5(2), 95–116.


Lesson 2: Camouflaged Cultural Criticism - Why?
Compulsory reading:
De Saint-Exupery, A. (1993). The Little Prince. Am Oved Publishing.
Lesson 3: Matriculants’ presentations
Lessons 4-13: Presentations of papers. In each class, two papers will be presented, in an order to be determined at the end of the first semester.
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