Final Paper (first semester) in the Year-long Course "Communication, Society and Politics"
Deadline for submission is up to 4 weeks from the final lesson in the course - 15.2.2021. The paper must be submitted as a Word file sent in a personal email to the lecturer: binan@yvc.ac.il. Please indicate the names of the submitters in the file name.
Each student submitting individually must choose three of the following seven assignments; those submitting in pairs must choose four of the seven. 	Comment by ALE Editor: They aren’t phrased as questions
The material studied during the semester is open. Therefore, in addition to proficiency and understanding, students will be tested on critical thinking, richness of examples and originality. It is also important for students to base their answers on reading materials relevant to topics for which articles / books have been assigned in the class.	Comment by ALE Editor: What exactly is meant by ‘open’ in this case? The students choose what texts to read?	Comment by ALE Editor: I reversed the order of two sentences, for better flow.
Students’ answers to each of the questions they select should be no more than 1-2 pages, preferably in 12-point David font with 1.5 line spacing. 
1. In his book 1984 George Orwell describes the methods of totalitarianism: technological control, control of language, history, war, etc. Introduce key ideas in this book and the role that mass media plays in this book. Describe the extent to which you think Orwellian mechanisms of control currently exist in today’s “free” societies. Explain your answer, giving current examples.
2. Present, in general terms, the neo-Marxist doctrine of Herbert Marcuse in his book The One-Dimensional Man. Express your personal opinion and provide current examples.
3. If you were the editor of a newspaper or television newscast operating in a liberal democratic state, do you think would you be able to function as in the desired Platonic regime that Plato describes in Polita? Justify and explain your answer.
4. Describe what the relationship between the government and mass media systems might look like, if the modern government acted on Machiavelli's advice.
5. Present key ideas in Frantz Fanon’s thinking. Which of these ideas do you think accurately reflects the current socio-political reality in Israel or in the world? With which ideas do you disagree? In light of his thinking, how do you think it is possible to work towards a change in reality, in relation to minority groups?
6. Choose two approaches from those we learned in the study of leadership, and use them to explain the current political reality in the State of Israel.
7. Chomsky blames Western intellectuals and says they hold responsibility for writing and creating. Do you agree with his claims? What does he mean by responsibility? Explain your answer with current examples.	Comment by ALE Editor: This is unclear, maybe explain a bit more.
I am available to answer your questions. Good luck. I hope that the second semester of the course will be taught on campus.
Bina
