Schools in the Ghetto

Opening

Despite the difficult conditions of ghetto life, Jews tried as much as possible to maintain a normal routine. Among other things, they created educational programs so that children would not wander around the streets of the ghetto with nothing to do. In some ghettos Jews were allowed to establish schools, and in some they had to study secretly. For the children, school was a place of safety where they could meet, study, play, and sometimes get a bit of food. 

Opening photo

A class in the Lodz Ghetto, Poland


Video testimony section

Genia was born in Warsaw, Poland. When she was five, she and her family were banished to the ghetto that had been built in the city.	Comment by merav: גניה
13:57 – 14:50 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iGq_RkZLqkk&t=891s 
Genia describes places of study that were created for the children of the Warsaw Ghetto. What purposes did these places of study serve, according to her testimony? 


Photo section

Children studying at a secret school in the Kovno Ghetto, Lithuania	Comment by merav: מחתרתי

לחלופין: an underground  
אבל יש סיכוי שיתפרש כבית ספר ממוקם מתחת לאדמה

בתיאור בהמשך הוצע ניסוח שמסביר את תפקיד המחתרת
From the Yad Vashem Photo Archive 





The Jewish residents of the Kovno Ghetto set up schools for children. In 1942 the Germans banned education in the ghetto, except for vocational high schools that trained youth for work. Despite this, the Jews continued to operate elementary schools secretly. The photo you see was taken in a secret school created by the Jewish underground inside a stable in the Kovno Ghetto. Only a few children had the opportunity to attend the school; most had to work.	Comment by merav: הסבר לקוראים בהמשך	Comment by merav: הצעה לתרגום עבור "בית ספר מחתרתי"
בנוסף הוצע הסבר לקוראים

Look at the photo. Press the item that shows that the children in the photo were Jewish.

Look at the photos before you. What do they tell us about education in the ghetto?

Written testimony section

Yitskhok Rudashevski was born in Vilna, Poland, in 1927. He was an only child who loved going for walks, reading, and writing. In 1940 Yitskhok and his parents were banished to the Vilna Ghetto, where he kept a diary.

Yitskhok did not survive, but a cousin discovered his diary. After the Holocaust the diary was published. 

“… After much hesitation and thought, I decided to seize every moment – I have to study, I still have suitable conditions, so I must not stop. The desire to study became, in a way, an act to enrage the present time, which hates education, loves work, loves labor. No, I decided, I live in the tomorrow and not in the present time, and if 10 of the 100 ghetto children my age can study, I must be among the lucky ones, I must take advantage of this. Studying became even more precious for me than it had been before…”

[bookmark: _Hlk79662606]From: The diary of Yitskhok Rudashevski, The Diary of a Youth from Vilna (Tel Aviv: Ghetto Fighters’ House and Hakibbutz Hameuchad, 1964) [Hebrew].

<Glossary>
- vocational – training for a specific job
- underground – a secret organization or movement that works against the government
- enrage – make someone angry

In this quote from his diary, Yitskhok talks about his decision to study in the ghetto.
Why was it so important for Yitskhok to study?
Yitskhok lists at least three reasons. Read the following sentences from the diary and select the explanation that matches.

“I still have suitable conditions, so I must not stop…” - <I still have the opportunity to study, so I must take advantage of it.>
“an act to enrage the present time…” - <Studying is my way of protesting against the harsh ghetto life.>
“I live in the tomorrow and not in the present time…” - <I am studying for the future.>


[2]

Lessons in the teacher’s home
“I was lucky to experience the warm light of our wonderful teacher P. Zalitska… She was able to open up a new world for us… We would come to her for a lesson. And there, in her dreary apartment, the roof was leaking… We kept our coats on because of the cold… Sitting still for so long made our legs fall asleep and caused us pain, but we dared not make noise with our legs or pound them because we were afraid to miss even one word of her teachings… Her personality radiated over us… After being in contact with her things were easier for us. It was even easy for us to overcome the hunger, to resist eating the ration meant for tomorrow.”

Sarah Zelwer-Orbach, in Through Our Eyes: Children’s Experience of the Holocaust, edited by Yitzhak B. Teitelbaum (Jerusalem: International School for Holocaust Studies, Yad Vashem, 2004), p. 89 [Hebrew].	Comment by merav: "בית הספר המרכזי להוראת השואה ביד ושם"

לא הצלחתי למצוא בית ספר מרכזי באנגלית. 
מצאתי רק התייחסויות ל-
International School for Holocaust Studies

<Glossary>
- dreary – dull, gloomy, opposite of cheerful
- radiate – send out rays, shine

In her testimony Sarah describes the studies in the ghetto. Despite the difficult conditions that the testimony presents – the cold, the hunger – Sarah describes the lessons as a positive and wonderful experience. Why do you think this is so? In answering the question, use words from her testimony. 


Drawing section

Look at this drawing of a class in the ghetto.
Story hour, Pavel Fantl, 1942-1943. From the Yad Vashem Art Collection.

· Do you think the class in the picture resembles a regular class, and if so how? Explain your answer.
· How can you tell that this classroom also served as a living room? 

<Glossary>
- resembles – looks like

Object section

In some ghettos children attended schools organized by the ghetto’s leaders. The teachers tried to create a school setting that was as similar as possible to schools before the war – children learned from books and even had parties and activities.

Here you see an invitation to a party at the Tifferes Bachurim School in the Kovno Ghetto, Lithuania. The invitation is in Hebrew. Are you able to read it?

Why, in your opinion, did some of the schools in ghettos hold parties? 
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