[bookmark: _GoBack]The teaching of children’s literature in kindergartens/preschools is a day-to-day practice. For children, this activity has dimensions relating to literacy, values, and emotions. This article aims to examine some additional dimensions of this subject in the case of religious-Zionist kindergarten/preschool teachers working in the state-religious (mamlakhti-dati) education system in Israel. The article describes a qualitative study of ten kindergarten/preschool teachers in the state-religious system. The research employed a collective case study methodology, in which a number of individual cases are examined in order to reach general insights (Stake, 2006). A qualitative, humanistic-interpretative methodology based on semi-structured interviews was employed for gathering information (Shkedi, 2012). These interviews revealed that the daily activity of reading children’s literature in a religious kindergarten/preschool embodies within it the interplay between the professional and religious elements which together form the identity of the teacher in the state-religious framework. This dynamic is constituted by dialogical interplay between the components of the teacher’s identity, but it also sometimes includes conflict between them. It is in this way that the teacher structures her professional identity as a kindergarten/preschool teacher in the state-religious system.	Comment by Author: Can be deleted if you prefer.	Comment by Author: Added for clarity in English.	Comment by Author: Please confirm that this is the intended terminology in English.	Comment by Author: Please confirm. ‘Half-structured’ sometimes appears in English but ‘semi-structured’ is more common.	Comment by Author: Confirm spelling of English name + Gregorian year.
