“Moses wrote his book and the portion of Balaam”: On the mention of the ‘portion of Balaam’ in Bava Batra 14b
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The well-known beraita that listslisting the authors of the Biblical books of the Bible states that ‘“Moses wrote his book and the portion of Balaam’.” (Bava Bathra 14b). The mentioninclusion of the portion of Balaam portion(parashat bil‘am) among the Biblical books has puzzled scholarssages and commentators. The first step of dealing with this This question wasfirst arose in the Middle Ages, and it was raised alsoappeared once again in the early modern period, while in. In the last two hundred years, the number of sages who have referred to it has numbered inscholars engaging with the subject has reached several hundreds. Despite the variations and differences and varietiesof nuance, the various solutionsanswers to the question can be divided into four distinct groups:	Comment by Author: This is acceptable but I suggest ‘A’ instead of ‘The’.
1. Moses and NOTnot Balaam: The mention of the Balaam portion of Balaam in the beraita cameis intended to exclude the possibility that it was not Moses who wrote itthe passage, but rather Balaam himself. This linegroup of solutionsexplanations, which dates back to the Middle Ages, is the most widely recognized in the writings of contemporary rabbinic scholars and commentators.
2. The unique process of writing the Balaam portion: The process of writing the Balaam portion led toof Balaam meant that it could not being included with ‘Moses’ book.’ This linegroup of solutionsexplanations is known fromfound beginning in the early modern times to modern-dayperiod and up until contemporary rabbinic literature.
3. The bBook of Balaam: The Balaam ‘portion of Balaam’ is not the Balaam story that includedappears in the Torah, but rather a different book that written by Moses wrote. This book was either lost or alternatively was incorporated later into the Biblicalextant biblical books. This line of solutions was proposed atgroup of explanations apparently made its first appearance around the turn of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuriesy and it is evident evenalso found in modern times.
4. The b‘Book of Moses’: The words ‘Moses wrote his book’ do not refer to the Torah as a whole, but to certain distinct parts contained therein, and there is no overlap between these parts and the portion of Balaam portion. This opinionin the Torah. Proponents of this position can be found in both the late Middle Ages and, in the modern timesperiod, and even today.
In this paperarticle, I will present each of these lines of explanation in detail each of the solutions mentioned,. I will discuss the considerations ofthat motivated the sages, the sources of influence that shaped their positions, and the developments that have taken place throughoutover the generations in addressingregarding the question of the portion of Balaam portion mentioned in the beraita.
